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NOTICE BY THE EDITOR 


TO 

THE FOURTH EDITION, 


In sending to tlie press a fourth and more com- 
plete edition of this work, I have only to regret 
that it cannot yet have the benefit of the Author’s 
personal re^dsion. In the impossibility of com- 
municating wth him, I have confined myself to 
the correction of trifling inaccuracies ; and to the 
addition of that new original matter, wliich lately 
reached my hands, and which has also been pub- 
lished separately for the purchasers of the three 
first editions. 

The communication by Capt. Mackenzie (re- 
ferred to in pp. 25. and 4.4.), which was not 
originally forthcoming, will now be found in its 
place ; and I have taken upon me to add to the 
Appendix Lieut, Crawford’s account of the im- 
prisonment of himself and his brother-officers at 
Ghuznee. Tliey were eventually transferred to 
Mahomed Akber, and released with the prisoners 
of Cabul. I should have hesitated thus to ap- 
propriate what is so deserving of separate pub- 
lication, but that, as it has appeared in an Indian 
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piper, It seems not to liarc been destined for an- 
otlier shape ; in ivbicb case, its adoption here may 
afford many friends of those oHiccrs a gratification, 
vhicli thej might not otherwise obtain. 

The other additions to the Appendix, and the 
few notes, arc such onij os base been considered 
strictly illustratu o of the Journal. They might 
even have been usefully increased, but for an un- 
ivilhngncss to swell the work with matter not 
original. Among these the despatch of Major- 
Gcn. Elphuistonc, and some extracts from a me- 
morandum of that ofliccr, dcscnc attention. 

Tlie interest attached to llio c^cnts, winch arc 
the subject of this narniliic, has drawn to it 
much attention, and, of course, some cnticism. 
The author has, on the whole, \cr5 much to 
gratifj him m the result of sucli an ordeal but 
there hire been a fewr qualifications of tlio pc- 
ncnl praise, which, with this opportunity, should 
IKrhaps be noticed. 

On the question which has anscit, whether the 
pirticulan nimtcd base been allowed publicity 
/o<j toon, there may be a fur difference of opinion 
For this, as Ima been before stated, the author is 
not stnctjj answerable* but I maj be allowed 
sUo to »a) that I consulted, and had the snnciion 
of high imhiary judgment on the point; and I 
knew besides lint the MS. had, in trantilu. 
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been seen by individuals of professional discretion 
and experience, none of whom suggested that it 
should be, even for a time, withheld. Tlie only 
doubt I ever entertained had respect to its publi- 
cation in hidia, pending “ the Inquiiy.” TJiis, 
however, was to open soon after Christinas, at 
Feroze^orCi whither no copy of the book can 
arrive before the middle of April. Tlie danger, 
then, of “prejudicing the Inquiry” is but small. 

“ But,” say a few, “ is it nothing to prejudice 
the minds of those at home ? Tlie minds of those 
at home had been, in reality, prejudiced, as mucli 
as could be done, many months ago. Every one 
at all interested in these events xeas possessed of the 
outline, which Mr. Eyre’s history fills up ; and botli 
the responsible personages and their acts had been 
long since dealt with by those at home, in an nndis- 
criininating spirit of condemnation, which his work 
tends rather to correct. An erroneous analogy, 
as I t hin k, is resorted to, when “ those at home” 
are likened to a court or a jury, or the author to 
“ a juryman prematurely delivering his verdict.” 
He cannot be more than a witness; and those at 
home wiU carefully compare his testimony with 
that of others, and with the issue. If he be 
correct, no one is injured; if not, it can only 
recoil upon himself ; but to state at any time what 
he knows, though he may have to give it after- 
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wards m cndence, is no offence in a witne«<, 
either morally or judicially , wlule to suppose of 
the real court and jury, who must iniestigate 
the di«;nsteTs of Cahul, looking at the constitution 
of such a court, that their decision could he 
influenced bj this lustory, is quite impossible 
It IS, howcier, ver\ ‘satisfactory to those uho 
Inic giien it to the world, to sec how c\cry da> 
proics more and more, as the real truth creeps 
out, that, had not Lieut E\tc been restrained 
hi a spirit admitted by a distingmslied rcMcwer 
to be, “ under the circumstances, indeed catraor 
dinary, bo nuQht hate rctcalcd much mort, 
uhicli he has bad the good taste and ftehng to 
withhold • It IS further satisfactory to see al- 
ready <»o many of his statements confirmed, ns 
arc so, h j*h b\ the Papers just presented to 
PaThanunt, and from pniatc sources , among 
lhe>e ina> lu particulari'-od the Journal of llu, 
Uctreat, by Capt John'^on, another of the pri- 
soncr«, whicli ha^ npptand in thcBombax Tiinc^ 

I «>hould, too, m juslict to m\ brother, state that, 
ou finding that hi' MS had been «nnt to me, he 
Jn^tened to riqiu't lint, ns it had Ixeri “wnttm 
umUr extry 'ort of dnadxantace," 1 would not 
luntatr to onni nnx passage x^lucli ini’^hl by 

• i5»irtia.'A t> * UwtT f«.rx I cTVitryort, In ihc N A. 
M < »ct!c of l*- ^ 
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possibility give pain to others. This loiter arrived 
too late for the first edition ; hut, though T had 
myself kept this in view, it was quite inqn-acticahle 
to omit all that any migiit wish omitted ; 

nor would it have been fair, either to tlic public 
or the author, so to mutilate a work of so much 
historic interest. In scenes too, in which all 
the actors cannot he blameless, blame will often 
appear to he imputed by the most meagre recital 
of what was done or left undone; and so the 
case is here ; the hare facts arc the severest part 
of all ; hut they arc such facts as, with the public 
characters whom they implicate, have ever been 
the legitimate subjects both of history and cri- 
ticism ; and the idea, that silence for any time 
was incumbent on any actor in them, is as new 
to me, as the circumstances arc, happily, new and 
unprecedented in British annals. 

One apology', which is found for Lieut. Eyre's 
“ partiality and prejudice,” his friends must 
needs deny liim — the suggestion that he writes 
under the influence of ‘‘frustrated hopes and 
blighted prospects.” These terms in no way 
apply to him. He is in the same service as 
before ; and nothing that occurred at Cahul can 
have diminished, at any rate, his professional 
hopes and prospects. 

In the brief remarks which I have to add, I 
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siiall confine myself to the few instances in which 
Lieut Eyre’s veractiyt or consistency, is called 
in question The following critique appears to 
me unfair * *' Asserting his correctness, the 

author tells us— *In these notes I have "been 
careful to state only what I loiow to be unde- 
niable facts I have set doivn nothing on mere 
hearsay evidence, nor any thing which cannot be 
attested by living witnesses, or by easting docu- 
mentary evidence ’ Yet, in the face of thii 
declaration, he acknowledges hearsay evidence 
(certainly of emmentmen), from Major Pottinger, 
Capts Mackenzie, Lawrence, and Troup , and, 
after Ins departure from the retreatmg army a» a 
prisoner, describes all the motions and casualties 
of the force uith as much minuteness, as if he had 
continued to be an eye-witness ” This is surely 
an unusual apprehension of what is mere hearsay 
eiidencc — information, winch he acknowledges 
as "valuable aid,” giien by some of the " living 
witnesses,” expressly for historical purposes 
Again , — imong these hving witnesses were some, 
lus fellow prisoners, captured towards the end ot 
the retreat, Mjyor Griffiths^ Capts Johnson and 
Bj grave, &c — H6w can particulars supplied bj 
them be termed " mere hearsay evidence”^ 

On one other point the author's consistency 
* Literary Gazette 
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has been impugned, \Yitli no more reason, as I 
humbly think. — Discrediting the existence of a 
conspiracy throughout Aflghanistan and at Cabul 
against the British, the JLdinhiirgh Review con- 
siders that hir. Ejtc on this point coniradicts 
himself. Now, first, as to the conspiracy: — the 
revdewer does not account in any other Wciy for 
the sinniUancous risings against, and massacres of, 
OUT men and oflicers in widely distant provinces. 
At Cabul, Charekar, and Ghuznee, no two of 
wliich are less than 90 miles from each other, the 
flame burst forth at the same time ; and, on -the 
2d of November, Sir A. Bui*nes was murdered, 
the Ghoorka regiment assailed, and shortly anni- 
hilated, Capt. Woodburn and his escort cut ofl’, 
and Ghuznee surrounded. The reviewer docs 
not dispose of the warnings of Major Pottinger, 
nor attempt to get over that of Taj -Mahomed, 
nor notice (lie may not have seen it) the con- 
current testimony of Mohun LaU.’'" This 
individual, to whom we owe so much, says, 
“ In October last, the chiefs entered into the so- 
lemn agreement wth each other, and thus the 
Eastern Giljyes stood up against our arms.” But 
he also agrees with Lieutenant Eyre, in saying 
that the outbreak at Cabul commenced by an at- 
tack of an insignificant force on Sir A. Burnes’s 
^ See his letter, App. E. 
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house , commencedi not originated. “ Yet,” ob- 
serves. Mohun Lall, not a battalion was sent to 
our protection ” — Mr Eyre terms the same com- 
mencement insignificant ebuUition, which mi- 
litary energy and promptitude ought to have 
crushed in the bud — that is to say, — the train 
being laid, a spark set fire to it, which spark might 
and ought to hai e been trodden upon at once. 
These statements are surely reconcilable. — Ano- 
ther alleged inconsistency is the following. “In 
the whole Allghan nation,” it is said in one place, 
“ue could not reckon on a single friend," in 
another place, that some chiefs, especially the 
Kuzztlbashea, “ remained neutral, until our want 
of energy, and the booty of the commissauat fort, 
determined them to join m the general combina- 
tion to drive us from the country." “ This,” ob- 
senes the reiicuer, “proves that the other pas- 
sage IS idle talk , we had fnends m plentj." Now 
the friendship of these friends is thus illustrated 
by ilohun Lall — Notwitlistanding the Giljj e, 
Caboolec, Kohistanee, and the Persian (Kuzzil- 
basb) chiefs made solemn oaths with us, — WTote 
tlic agreement on tlie Holy Koran to take our 
cause,— rcceued abundant monej from us,— but 
eiery bodj cheated us like devils Klnn Shereen, 
tile Tcrsian chief, promised to giie eiery assist- 
ance, which he ne\cr did," &,c. Tliosc Kuzzii- 
bashes, then, were scarcely fnends who could be 
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” reckoned on ; ” — they ina)' have been the best, 
and better than 7?o«c, in our distress : but, both 
in our reverses and our late prosperity, they have 
verified tlie poet’s conunent on the friendship of 
the world : — 

“ Donee cris felix, multos numerabis ainicos; 

Tempora si fucriiit mibila, solus cris.” 

Lieut. Ej'i'e is consistent enough, but he does not 
mean Affghan friendship. 

Having attempted in these few observations to 
show that he has not been either inconsiderate or 
inconsistent, I have lastly to admit that on two or 
tlu'ee points he must have been misinformed. 
They personally concern a distinguished indivi- 
dual, who himself liberally allows that such slight 
inaccuracies are quite reconcilable with a desire 
to state the truth, and nothing but the truth.” 

Having corrected them in former editions, as 
far as was practicable, by a note hastily annexed, 
and having also circulated the more accurate ver- 
sion with that supplementary issue, which is most 
likely to be in request with earlier purchasers, I 
have considered myself justified in withdrawing 
the statements referred to — unimportant in them- 
selves, and not occupying six lines — from this 
Edition. 

E. Eyre. 

AtheuEeum Club, 

14th March 1843. 
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The original manuscript of tins Journal was &ent 
by Lieutenant Eyre in parts, as it u as finished, 
and as opportunity offered, to a military fnend in 
India. Even when the last part reached his 
hands, the eventual liberation of the Cabul pri- 
soners was a matter of painful uncertainty , and 
Ins judgment prompted him to transmit it entire, 
and without comment, to the Author’s immediate 
relations in this country. There is a point con- 
nected with Its publication now, uhicli must not 
be thought to have been disregarded from any 
anxiety that this account should be the first . — 
It IS, the question whether it should have been 
Withheld until the result of the inquiry now pend- 
ing m India should be known. It is considered 
that sufficient delay has been already incurred to 
insure this end, and that all such imestigations 
will l^a^e been closed before a copj of this book 
can find its waj to India The Journal is there- 
fore at once printed as it came, m concuiTence 
with the ivriter’s own idea that it cannot fail to 
inltrest the British public. 

E E\re. 

Ailicnaium Clul), 

Dec 29 iet2 
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The followiig notes were penned to relieve the 
monotony of an AfTghan prison, while yet the 
events which they record continued fresh in my 
memory. I now give them publicity in the be- 
lief that the information which they contain on 
the dreadful scenes lately enacted in Aifghanistan, 
though clothed in a homely garb, will scarcely fail 
to be acceptable to many of my countrymen, both 
in India and England, who may be ignorant of the 
chief particulars. The time, from the 2d No- 
vember, 1844, on which day the sudden popular 
outbreak at Cabul took place, to the 13th Janu- 
aryj 1 842, which -witnessed the anniliilation of the 
last small remnant of our unhappy force at Gim- 
damuk, was one continued tragedy. The mas- 
sacre of Sir Alexander Burnes and his associates, 
— the loss of our commissariat fort, — the defeat 
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of om troops under Bngndicr Shelton nt Bejina- 
roo, — the trenclierous is-^issmation of Sir ’Wil- 
liam Jtracnngliteii, oirr envo^ and mim&tcr, — and 
lastlj , tlie disastrous retreat and utter destruction 
of a force consisting of 5000 fighting-men and 
upwards of 12,000 camp-foUowetb, — areeaents 
whicli ^vlU assuredly rouse tlic British Lion from 
his repose, and cxcitc an indignant spirit of 
inquit) in ca erj breast Men ivill not bo satis- 
fied, m this case, mth a bare statement of the 
facts, hut tliey iviU doubtless require to bo made 
acquainted inth the causes whicli brought about 
such anful effects We have lost six entire 
regiments of infantr) , three companies of sappers, 
a troop of European horse artillery, lialf the 
mountain tram battery, nearly a nhole regiment 
of regular carali^ , and four squadrons of irregular 
horse, besides a well-stocked magazine, which 
alone, taking into consideration the conI of trans- 
port up to Cabul, may be estimated at nearlj a 
million sterling From first to last, more than 
100 Bjalish officers have fallen their names iriJJ 
bo found m the Appendix. I glance but slightly 
at llu. jpolitical events of this period, not liaving 
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been one of the initiated ; and I do not pretend 
to enter into minuiv jiarticulars witli regard to 
even our mUitarij transactions, more cs))ccially 
those not immediately connected with the sad 
catastrophe which it has been my ill-fortune to 
witness, and whereof I now endeavour to portray 
the leading features. In these notes 1 have been 
careful to state only what I know to he undeni- 
able facts. I have set down nothing on mere 
hc.arsay evidence, nor anv thing which cannot he 
attested by living witnesses, or by existing docu- 
mentary evidence. In treating of matters which 
occurred under my personal observation, it has 
been difficult to avoid altnc/dhcr the occasional 
expression of my own individual o])inion : hut I 
hope it will he found that I have made no observ- 
ations hearing hard on men or measures, that are 
eitlier uncalled for, or will not stand the test of 
future investigation. To Major Pottinger, C. B., 
the well-known hero of Herat, whose subsequent 
acts liave amply sustained the fame whiclihe there 
acquired, I am muck indebted for a great deal of 
interesting matter relative to the events at Chare- 
kar. To Captain Colin Mackenzie of the Madras 



x\ni 


PREFACE BA THE AUTHOR. 


army, political assistant at Pesha^^^^, my obliga- 
tions are greater tban I can express, for Ins most 
valuable aid m tlie preparation of these notes, as 
well as for his excellent account of the attack on 
Brigadier Anquetil’s fort, and the sad detail of 
the Envoy’s cruel murder, and the circumstances 
therewith connected. To Captain Lawrence, late 
mihtarj secretarj' to the Envoj, and to Captain 
Troup, late Brigade-Major to the Shalis foice, 
I am hk,e\Tise bound to offer my best acknowledg- 
ments for much important information 

The plan of cantonments and of the surround- 
ing country, being drawn entirely from memorj , 
requires Indulgent criticism, but I trust it is 
sufficiently accurate to g»\ e the reader a tolcrablj 
correct idea of the nature of our position. 
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GLOSSARY. 


The following List of Words used in this volume, with 
their meanings, may be useful to the English reader. 

Ahihzye, or Atckalaye, the name of one of the great Affghan 
tribes. 

diiieer, commander or chief ; title assumed by Dost Mahomed 
Khan. 

Atta^ ground wheat. 

Ayah^ a nurse. 

Bala Hissar, royal citadel, upper citadel. 

JBarukzye, name of one of the five great Durani or Dooranee 
tribes. 

Bourge, tower. 

Buniah, a trader, generally in grain. 

Cqfila, a convoy. 

Char ChouJc, public bazar. Chahaa, or char, means house, the 
bazar being introduced at right angles in the centre. 

Chouh, bazar. 

Chnprassie, a servant bearing a badge or brass plate, 

Chnppao, a night surprise, or plundering attack, 

Cossid, a messenger. 

Belashee. A seijeant or leader of ten men. 

Bcivan Kaneh, hall of audience. 

BooliUc, palanquin for carrying sick. 

Dooranee, name of five great tribes, the Popul-zai, Barak-zai, 
Nur-zai, Barmi-zai, and Abkhu-zai. 
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Eimfzycs, an Afighan tnbe holding the territorj nortli of 
Peshanur 

Fennghee, European 
Gha'-ee, champion of religion 
Gitjye, name of a great Affghan tnbe 
Godov.n, storehouse 
Goorkha, a native of Nepal 
HaiiMar, a sergeant 
Hazirbash means " Be present ** 

Janbaz, Affghan horse 
Jiagha council 
Jeviandar, a native officer 
Jirail, long nfle 
Jiaailchee, rifleman 
Kafir, infidel 

J^an, nobleman tlie title in K&bul is assumed ever^ one, 
even the lowest 

a wicket, window 

Kujawur, & pannier earned on camels 
Air iliatfi, descendant of the Persians, weanng a red cap 
Lascar, Indian term, an attendant on gun«, magazines, Ac 
il/nimd (of grain), 80lb weight 

Meer^a an appellation generally given to Mahomed in wnters 
Jlfecr TVyie (^e) means a teacher, generaliv conferred on 
some one eminent for sanctity 

Mcfimrndar, a man of all work , one who has charge of re- 
ceiving guests, visitors, Ac 
^looUah, priest 

Moonshce, interpreter or secretary 
Jfujtjeed, a temple place of worship 
Anifi, deputy 

Kaltee, a sort of palanquin 
An ir, steward 
Keeveka, coat 
Fitwnb, pnnee 

Pil to, a dish of fowl with nec, Ac 
Posthren, a sheepskin cloak 
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Rajah, prince, an Indian term. 

Rcssala, a troop. 

Sepoy, soldier, an Indian term j always native soldier. 

Shah bagh, king’s garden. 

Sh'roff, a native banker. 

Sirdar, a chief. 

Suhschoon, or Shih-khoon (the proper term), night surprise. 
Stinga, stone breastwork. 

Surwon, a man who takes care of camels. 

Syiid, a priest. 

IVuzcer, vizier. 

Yahoo, Affghan pony. 

Zuna, dwelling; (^Kuuch) private dwelling. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

INTERNAL STATE OF AFFOHANISTAN IN 184 - 1 . DIS- 
AFFECTION ESPECIALLY IN KOHISTAN, AND MILITARY 

OPERATIONS THERE. MARCH OF GENERAL SALE FOR 

JELLALABAD, IVIIO HAS TO FIGHT HIS WAY. EARLIER 

PREMONITORY SYMPTOMS OF DISTURBANCE. 

When Major-Gen. Elpliiiistone assumed the com- 
mand of the troops in A%hanistau in Aprils 184'1, 
the country enjoyed a state of apparent tran- 
quillity to which it had for many years been a 
sti’anger. This remark applies more particularly 
to those provinces which lie north-east of Ghuz- 
nee, comprehending Cahul proper, ICohistan, 
Jellalabad, and the neighbouring districts. The 
Giljye tribes, occupying a large portion of the 
country between Ghuznee and Candahar, had 
never been properly subdued, and the permanent 
occupation of lOielat-i-Giljye by our tr.opps had 

B 2 
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SO alarmed tlieir jealous love of independence, as 
to cause, during the months of July and August, 
a partial rising of the tribes, which, howe\er, the 
valour of our Hindoostanee troops, under Colonel 
"VVyrner, at Huft-aseer, and of the 5tli Bengal 
Cavalry under Col Chambers at Mookoor, 
speedily suppressed Some of tlie principal chiefs 
delivered themselves up as hostages, and quiet 
was restored To the west of Candahar, a no- 
torious freebooter, named Akter Khan, having 
collected about 7000 followers, horse and foot, 
w'vs signally defeated near Girhisk, on the banks 
of the Heermund, in tbc month of Julj, by a 
detachment of the Shahs reguhr troops under 
Capt Woodbum, consisting of only one infantry 
regiment, two H A guns, under Lieut Cooper, 
besides two regiments of Janhaz, or Affghan horse 
the latter, however, behaved lil, and can hardly bo 
said to bave shared in the glory of the unequal 
conflict Capt Griflin, with the Bengal 2d Native 
Infantry, was, a few dajs after, equally successful 
m an attacl on the enemy in the same quarter 
Akter Klian fled to the lulls with a few followers, 
and the land again enjojed repose Kohistan, 
whose wild and turbulent chiefs had sturdilj 
maintained their independence against the late 
niicr, Dost ’Mahommcd Khan, seemed at last to 
have settled down into n slate of quiet, tliongh 
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umvilling, subjection to Shah Shoojah. The 
Nijrow chiefs formed an almost solitary excep- 
tion to this show of outward submission; and 
Sir "William Macnaghten had strongly urged, at 
an early .period of the year, the expediency of 
sending a force into that country as soon as 
practicable. Since our first occupation of Cabul, 
Nijrow had become a resort for all such restless 
and discontented characters as had rendered them- 
selves obnoxious to the existing government. 
The fact of our having permitted them so long to 
brave us with impunit}’’, had doubtless been re- 
garded by the secret enemies of the new rule as 
a mark of conscious weakness, and may have 
encouraged them, in no slight degree, to hatch 
those treasonable designs . against the state which 
were so suddenly developed in November, 184'1, 
and which were for the time, unhappily, but too 
successful. 

Major Pottinger, having been appointed political 
agent in Kohistan, arrived from Calcutta in May, 
1841, and was one of the fii’st to. prognosticate 
the coming storm. He lost no time in represent- 
ing to the Envoy , the insufficiency of our military 
force in Kohistan, consisting at that time of merely, 
two 6-pounder, guns, and the Kohistanee regi- 
ment raised by Lieut. Maule of the Bengal Ar- 

B S , 



8 DEFEAT OF THE REBELS. [INTEOD. 

trmn, 2 comp. ShaVs Sappers, and 2 squadrons 
of Anderson’s horse. These were under the 
command of Lieut.-Col. Oliver, and were ac- 
companied by Capt. G. H. Macgregor, the poli- 
tical agent at Gundarouclc, who happened to 
be then at Cabul on business. The force com- 
menced its march on the 27th September, and 
reached the Zoormut valley without the slightest 
interruption. On the approach of our troops the 
rebels had fled to the hills in the greatest con- 
sternation, leaving their forts at our mercy. The 
principal strongholds were destroyed with powder, 
and the force prepared to return to Cabul. 

Meanwhile the hydra of rebellion had reared 
its head in another far more formidable quarter. 
Early in October three Giljye chiefs of note sud- 
denly quitted Cabul, after plundering a rich 
Cafila at Tezeen, and tools up a strong position 
in the difficult defile of Khoord-Cabul, about ten 
miles from the capital, thus blocking up the pass, 
and cutting ofT our communication with Hindo- 
stan. Intelligence bad not verj’ long previously 
been received that Mahomed Akbcr Khan, se- 
cond son of the ex-ruler Dost Mahomed Khan, 
had arrived at Bamecan from Khooloom for the 
supposed purpose of carrying on intrigues against 
the government. It is remarkable that he is 
nearly connected by marriage vritlv hlahomcd 
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Shall Khan and Dost Mahomed Khan also 
Giljycs, who almost immediately joined the 
above-mentioned chiefs. Mahomed Akber had, 
smee the deposition of his hither, never ceased to 
foster feelings of intense hatred towards the En- 
glish nation; and/ though often urged by the 
fallen ruler to deliver himself up, had resolutely 
preferred the life of a houseless exile to one of 
mean dependence on the bounty of his enemies. 
It seems therefore in the liighcst degree probable 
that this hostile movement on the part of the 
Eastern Giljyes was the result of his influence 
over them, combined with other causes which 
will be hereafter mentioned. The march of Gen. 
Sale’s brigade to their winter quarters at Jellala- 
bad, and ultimately to India, had only been de- 
ferred until the return of the force from Zoormut, 
but was now hastened in consequence of this un- 
welcome news. On the 9th October the 35th 
regt. N. I. under Col. Monteath, C.B., 100 of the 
Shah’s Sappers under Capt. G. Broadfoot, a 
squadron of the 5th cavalry under Capt. Oldfield, 
and 2 guns of Capt. Abbott’s battery under 
Lieut. Dawes, were sent on in advance to. the 
entrance of the pass at Bootkhak, where, on the 
following night, it was attacked by a large num- 

* This chief must not be confounded with the ex-ruler of 
the same name. 

B 5 
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Toer of rebels, who, taking advantage of the high 
ground and deep ravines in the neighbourhood of 
the camp, ra^ntained a sharp fire upon it for 
several hours, by which 35 Sepoys were killed 
and wounded. 

On the rooming of the 1 Ith Gen. Sale marched 
from Cabul mth H. M. 13th Lt, Inf. to join the 
camp at Bootkhak, and on the following morning 
the whole proceeded to force the pass. Intelli- 
gence had been received that the enemy, besides 
occupying the heights of this truly formidable 
defile, which in many places approach to within 
fifty yards of each other, rising up almost per- 
pendicularly to an elevation of 500 or 600 feet, 
had erected a sunga^ or stone breastwork, in the 
naiTowest part of the gorge, flanked by a strong 
tower. The advance guard, consisting of the 
Shah's Sappers, a company of H. hL I3th foot, 
another of the 35th N. I., and 8 guns under 
Lieut. Dawes, was met about midway through 
the pass, which is nearly five miles long, by a 
sharp and continued discharge of juzaiU from the 
strong posts of the enemy. Tliis was returned by 
our men with precision and cfiect, notwithstanding 
the disadvantages of their situation j flanking 
parties gallantly struggled up the height to dis- 
lodge the enemy from thence, while the Sappers 
rushed on to destroy the above-mentioned breast- 
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work : tlirougli this, however, the stream whicli 
flows down the middle of the defile had already 
forced a passage; and, as the enemy abandoned it, 
as well as the flanking tower, on the approach of 
our troops, Lieut. Dawes passed his guns through 
the interval at full speed, getting them under the 
shelter of a rock beyond the sustained and mur- 
derous fire of the enemy’s juzailchees, it being 
impossible to elevate the guns sulficiently to bear 
upon them. The flankers did their dutj’’ nobly, 
and the fight had lasted for about half an hour, 
during which the conduct of the Shah’s Sappers 
under Capt. Broadfoot was creditable in the 
highest degree, when the approach of the main 
column under Gen. Sale, who had been already 
shot through the leg, enabled Capt. Seaton of the 
35th regiment, who commanded the advance 
guard, to push on. This he did, running the 
gauntlet to the end of the pass, by which time 
the enemy, fearful of being taken iu rear, aban- 
doned their position, and retired towards ICubbur- 
i-Jubbar, on the road to Tezeen. The 35th re- 
giment, Shah’s Sappers, Lieut. Dawes’s guns, 
and a party of Hazirbash under Capt. Trevor, 
encamped at Edioord-Cabul, H. M.’s 13th Lt. Inf. 
returning to Bootkhak. During their return, 
parties who stiU lurked among the rocks fired 
upon the column,, thereby doing some mischief. 

B 6 



12 CONTINUATION Of HOSTILITIES. [IKTBOU. 

In tliese positions the divided force remained 
encamped for several days, awaiting the return to 
Cabul of the troops from Zoormut. During this 
time several shnh-kkoons, or night attacks, were 
made on the two camps, that on the 35th regi- 
ment at Khoord-Cabul being peculiarly disas- 
trous from the treachery of the Aflghan horse, who 
admitted the enemy within their lines, by which 
our troops were exposed to a fire from the least 
suspected quarter : many of our gallant Sepoys 
and Lieut. Jenkins thus met their death. 

On the 20th October, Gen. Sale moved with 
his force to Khoord-Cahul, having been pre- 
viously joined by the 37th regiment under Major 
Grifijtiis, Capt, Abbot’s guns, the mountain train ' 
under Capt. Backiiouse, 100 of Anderson’s irre- 
gular horse under Lieut. Mayne, and the re- 
mainder of the Shah’s sappers and miners. About 
the 22d the whole force there assembled, with 
Capt. hlacgregor, political agent, marched to 
Tezeen, encountering much determined opposi- 
tion on the road. 

By this time it was too crident that the whole 
of the Eastern Giljyes had risen in one common 
league against us. Their governor, or liceroy, 
llwwiza Khaw, had to lha TOlerfvd gowa forth 
under pretence of bringing back the chiefs to their 
nllcgiancc ; on his return, however, which took 
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place nearly at the time at wliicli Gen. Sale 
niarclied from Khoord-Calml, the treacherous 
nature of his proceedings had been discovered, 
and he was placed by the Sbah in confinement : 
he was suspected, indeed, before. Geh. Sale 
remained at Tezeen until the 26th October. 

It must be remarked that, for some time pre- 
vious to these overt acts of rebellion, the always 
strong and ill-repressed personal dislike of the 
AlTghans towards Europeans had been manifested 
in a more than usually open manner in and about 
Cabul. Ofticers had been insulted and attempts 
made to assassinate them. Two Europeans had 
been murdered, as also several camp followers ; 
but these and other signs of the approaching 
storm had mrfortunately been passed over as 
mere ebullitions of private angry feeling. Tliis 
incredulity and apathy is the more to be lamented, 
as it was pretty well known that on the occasion 
of the shuh-lcJiQon, or first night attack on the 
35th N. I. at Bootkhak, a large portion of our 
assailants consisted of the armed retainers of 
the different men of consequence in Cabul itself, 
large parties of whom had been seen proceeding 
■ from the city to the scene of action on the even- 
ing of the attack, and afterwards returning. 
Although these men had to pass either through 
the heart or round the skirts of our camp at 
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Seeah Sung, it was not deemed esrpedient even 
to question them, far less to detain them 

On tlie SGtli October, Gen Sale started in the 
direction of Gundamuck, Capt ^lacgrcgor, poll** 
ticai agent, liaving, during the halt at Tezeen, 
half frightened half cajoled tlie refractory Gilj) e 
chiefs, into what the sequel proa ed to have been 
a most hollow truce , for tlic term treaty can 
scarcely be applied to anj agreement made with 
men so ptoi crbially treacherous, as the whole race 
of AiTglnns ha\ e proved them^eU cs to be, from our 
first knowledge of their existence up to the pre^nt 
moment Of the difficulties crpcncnced by Gen 
Sale during hi<! niarcli to Gundamuck, and of tlie 
neccasi^ wlucli induced hmi subsequently to push 
on to Tellalabad, tlie public arc aware On the 
day of lua departure from Tezeen the 37 th 
K I , d compauies of the Shah’s sappers, under 
Cnpl. Walah, and 3 guns of the mountain 
tram, under L cut Green, retraced their steps 
towards Cnbul, and encamped at Kubbur-i-Jub- 
bar, to wait as an c«cort to the sick and conva 
lescent Tlic sappers continued their march 
back to Cabul unopposed; the rest remained 
here uimioIe<tcd until the 1st November, when 
they broke ground for Khoord Cabul Here, in 
the afternoon of the 2d, Major Grifliths "ho 
commanded the detachment, received a percinp 
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tory order from Gen. Elpliinstonc to force his 
way without loss of time to Cabul, where the 
insuiTection had alrcad)^ broken out in all its 
violence. While striking his camp he was 
attacked by the mountaineers, who now began to 
assemble on the neighbouring heights in great 
numbers ; and his march through the pass from 
Bootkhak to Cabul was one continued conflict, 
nothing sanng bun from heav}’ loss hut the steadi- 
ness and gallantry of his troops, and the excellence 
of his own dispositions. He arrived in canton- 
ments before daybreak on the morning of the 3d 
November. 

The two great leaders of the rebellion were 
Ameenoollah Khan, the chief of Logur, and Ab- 
doollah Khan, Achukzye, a chief of great influence, 
and possessing a large portion of the Pisheen 
valley. 

Ameenoollah Khan had hitherto been consi- 
dered one of the staunchest friends of the existing 
government ; and such was the confidence placed 
in him by the wuzeer, that he had selected him 
to take charge of Humza Khan, the lately super- 
seded governor of the Giljyes, as a prisoner to 
Ghuznee, This man now distinguished himself 
as one of our most inveterate enemies. To illus- 
trate the character of his coadjutor, Abdoollah 
Khan it will be suificient to relate the following 
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anecdote. In order to get rid of his elder brother, 
who stood between him and the inheritance, he- 
caused him to be seized and buried up to the 
chin in the earth. A rope was then fastened 
round his neck, and to the end of it was haltered, 
a ndld horse ; , the animal was then driven round 
in a circle, until the unhappy victim's head was 
twisted from his shoulders. This same man is 
also mentioned in terms of just abhorrence by. 
Capt, A, Conolly in his Travels. 

But though the two above-named chiefs took 
a leading part in the rebellion, there can be little 
doubt tbat it had its origin in the deep offence 
given to the Giljyes by the ill-advised reduction of 
tlieir annual stipends. This tiiey considered, and 
with some show of justice, as a breach of faith on- 
the part of our government : at all events, that 
was surely mistaken economy which raised into 
hostility men, whose determined spirit under a 
sense of ^Yrong the following anecdote may illus- 
trate. When oppressed by Nadir Shall, the 
Giljyc tribes, rather than succumb to the tyrant’s 
will, took refuge in the mountains amidst the 
snow, where with their families they fed for 
months on roots alone: of these they sent a 
handful to Nadir, with the message, that, so long 
as such roots could be procured, they would con- 
tinue to resist his tyranny. Such were many 
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of the men now leagued togcllier by one common 
feeling of hatred against ns. 

A passage occurring in a posthumous memo- 
randum by the Envoy, now in Lady l^racnaghlcn’s 
possession, requires insertion here : — 

" The immediate cause of the outbreak in tlie 
capital was a seditious letter addressed by Ab- 
doollah Khan to several chiefs of inllucncc at 
Cabul, stating that it was the design of the Envoy 
to seize and send them all to London ! Tiie 
principal rebels met on the previous night, and, 
relying on the inflammable feelings of the people 
of Cabul, the}’ pretended that the kingharl issued 
an order to jjut all infidels to death ; having pre- 
viously forged an order from him for our destruc- 
tion, by the common process of washing out the 
contents of a genuine paper, with the exception 
_ of the seal, and substituting their own wicked 
inventions,” 

Such at least is the generally received version 
of the story, though persons are not wanting who 
would rashly pronounce the king guilty of the 
design imputed to him. 

But, however that may be, it is certain that 
the events, which I have already narrated, ought 
to have been enough to arouse the authorities 
from their blind security. It ought, however, 
to be stated that, alarmed by 'certain symptoms of 
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digaflection in difFerent parts of the country, and 
conscious of the inadequacy of the means he then 
possessed to quell any determined and general 
insurrection, Sir William had, a few months pre- 
viously, required the presence of several more 
regiments: he was however induced to cancel this 
wise precautionary measure. But, even had this 
additional force arrived, it is next to certain that 
the loss of British honour, subsequently sustained, 
could only have been deferred for a period. A 
fearfully severe lesson was necessary to remove the 
veil from the eyes of those, who, drawing their 
conclusions from their wishes, tcould consider AfT- 
ghanistan as a settled country. It is but justice 
to Sir William Macnagbten to say that such re- 
commendations from him as were incompatible 
wth the retrenching system were not received at 
head-quarters in a way encouraging to him as a 
lublic oflicer. 
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CHAPTER I. 


OUTBREAK OP THE REDEIiTilON. MURBER OF SIR 

AliEXANDER DURNES. WANT OF ENERGY. ATTACKS 

ON CAPT. liAWBENCE AND LIEUT. STURT. CHARACTER 

OF GEN. ELPRINSTONE. UNJIILITARV POSITION AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE CANTONMENT AT CAIJUL. 

November 2d, 1841. — At an early hour this 
morning, the startling intelligence was brought 
from the city, that a popular outbreak had taken 
place ; that the shops were all closed ; and that a 
general attack had been made on the houses of 
all British officers residing in Cabul. About 
8 A. M. a hm'ried note was received by the Envoy 
in cantonments from Sir Alexander Burnes *, 
stating that the minds of the people had been 
strongly excited by some mischievous reports, 
but expressing a hope that he should succeed in 
quelling the commotion. About 9 a. m., however, 
a rumom’ was circulated, which afterwards proved 
but too well founded, that Sir Alexander had 
been murdered, and Capt. Johnson’s treasury 

* The Envoy lived in the cantonment, and Sir A. Burnes 
in the cityi 



20 MILITARY MOVEMENTS. [CIUP.I. 

plundered. Flames were now seen to issue from 
that part of the city where they dwelt, and it was 
too apparent that the endeavour to appease the 
people by quiet means had fiiiled, and that it 
would be necessary to have recourse to stronger 
measures. The report of firearms was incessant, 
and seemed to extend through the town from end 
to end. 

Sir "William Macnaghten now called upon 
Gen. Elphinstone to act. An order was accord- 
ingly sent to Brigadier Shelton, then encamped at 
Seeah Sung, about a mile and half distant from 
cantonments, to march forthwith to the 
sar, or royal citadel, where his Majesty Shah 
Shooja resided, commanding a large portion of the 
city, uTtli the following troops ; viz. one company 
of H. M. 4-Uh foot 5 a wing of the 54th regiment 
N. I., under Major Ewart; the Gth regiment 
Shall* s infantry, under Capt. Hopkins ; and 4 horse 
artillcrj' guns, under Capt. Nicholl ; and on arrival 
there to act according to his own judgment, after 
consulting tnth the King. 

The remainder of the troops encamped at Secah 
Sung were at the same time ordered into canton- 
ments ; viz. H. M. 'Hlh foot under Licut-Col. 
Mackerel! ; 2 horse artillery gnus under laeut. 
Waller; and Anderson’s irregular horse. A mes- 
senger was likewise despatched to recall the 37th 
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N. I. from Khoord-Cabul without delay. The 
troops at this time in cantonments were as follows : 
viz. 5th regiment N. I., under Lieut.-Col. Oliver ; 
a wing of 54'th N. I. ; 5 six-pounder field guns, 
with a detachment of the Shah’s artillery, under 
Lieut. Warhurton ; the Envoy’s body-guard ; a 
troop of Skinner’s horse, and another of local 
horse, under Lieut. Walker; three companies of 
the Shah’s sappers, under Capt. Walsh ; and about 
20 men of the Company’s sappers, attached to 
Capt. Paton, Assist.-Qr.-Mast.-Gen. 

Widely spread and formidable as this insurrec- 
tion proved to be afterwards, it was at first a 
mere insignificant ebullition of discontent on the 
part of a few desperate and restless men, which 
military energy and promptitude ought to have 
crushed in the bud. Its commencement was an 
attack by certainly not 300 men on the dwellings 
of Sir Alexander Burnes and Capt. Johnson, 
paymaster to the Shah’s force ; and so little did 
Sir Alexander himself apprehend serious con- 
sequences, that he not only refused, on its mTsz 
breaking out, to comply with the earnest entreanes 
of the wuzeer to accompany him to ahe 
Hissar, but actually forbade his guard rr rra on 
the assailants, attempting to check — kar ke sup- 
posed to be a mere riot, by karangufrg the 
attacking party from the gsHerr cf hh houj?^-. 
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The result was fatal to himself, for, in spite of 
the devotedgallantry of the Sepoys, i\ho composed 
his guard, and that of the paj master’s office and 
treasury on the opposite side of the street, who 
yielded their trust only with their latest breath, 
the latter were plundered, and his two companions, 
Lieut. "William Broadfoot of the BengalEuropean 
regiment, and his brother Lieut Bumes of the 
Bombay army, were massacred, in common with 
every man, woman, and child found on the 
premises, by these bloodthirsty miscreants Lieut 
Broadfoot killed five or siv men with his own 
hand, before ho was shot down 

No man, surely, in a highly responsible jiublic 
situation— especiallyin such a one as that held by 
the hte Sir Alexander Bumes — ought e\ er to in- 
dulge in a state of blind security, or to neglect salu- 
tary warnings, howei er small. It is indisputable that 
such warnings had been given to him , especially 
by a respectable Ailghan named Taj-Mahoraed, 
on the \ cry previous night, who went in person 
to Sir A. Durnes to put him on his guard, but re- 
tired disgusted by the incredulity with which his 
assertions were reccued. It is not for me to 
comment on hts public character. It is the pro- 
pertj of the civilized portion oftheworld, butit 
IS due to another, little known beyond the im- 
mediate sphere in which he moved, to say tlmt. 
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had this outbreak been productive of no effects 
beyond tbe death of Lieut. William JBroadfoof, it 
could not be sufficiently deplored : in him was lost 
to the state not only one of its bravest and most 
intelligent officers, but a man who for honesty of 
purpose and soundness of judgment, I may boldly 
aver, could not be surpassed. 

The King, who was in the Bala Hissar, being 
somewhat startled by the increasing number of 
the rioters, although not at the time aware, so far 
as we can judge, of the assassination of Sir A. 
Burues, despatched one of his sons with a number 
of his immediate Affghan retainers, and that corps 
of Hindoostanees commonly called Campbell’s 
regiment, with two guns, to restore order: no 
support, however, was rendered to these by our 
troops, whose leaders appeared so thunderstruck 
by the intelligence of the outbreak, as to be in- 
capable of adopting more than the most puerile 
defensive measures. Even Sir William Mac- 
naghten seemed, from a note received at this time 
from him by Captain Trevor, to apprehend little 
danger, as he therein expressed his perfect con- 
fidence as to the speedy and complete success of 
Campbell’s Hindoostanees in putting an end to the 
disturbance. Such, however, was not the case ; 
for the enemy, encouraged by our inaction, in-, 
creased rapidly in spirit and numbers, and droYe> 
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back the king’s guard with great slaughter, the 
guns being with difficult saved 

It must he understood that Capt Trevor lived 
at this time with his family in a strong bourge^ or 
tower, situated bj the riverside, near the Kuzzil- 
bash quarter, which, on the west, is wholly dis- 
tinct from the remainder of the city "Withm 
musket shot, on the opposite side of the nver, in 
the direction of the strong and populous village of 
Deh Affghan, is a fort of some size, tlien used as 
a godown, or storehouse, by the Shahs com- 
missariat, part of It being occupied by Brigadier 
Anquetil, commanding the Shah’s force Close 
to this fort, divided by a narrow watercourse, was 
the house of Capt Troup, Bngadc Major of the 
Shah’s force, perfectly defensible against mu'ketr} 
Both Brigadier Anquetil and Capt Iroup had 
gone out on horseback carlj in the morning to- 
wards cantonments, and were unable to return , 
hut the above fort and house contained the usual 
guard of Sepoys , and in a garden close at hand 
called the 1 ahoo^Khnneh, or lines of the baggage- 
cattle, was a small detachment of the Shah s sap- 
pers and miners, and a part) of Captain Tems’s 
juzailchccs CapL Trevor s tow er w ns capable of 
being made good against a much stronger force 
than the rebels at this present time could linvo 
collected, had it been properly garrisoned 
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As it wasj the Hazirbash, or King’s life-guards, 
were, under Capt. Trevor, congregated round 
their leader, to protect him and his family ; which 
duty, it will be seen, they well performed under 
very trying circumstances. For what took place 
in this quarter I beg to refer to a communication 
made to me at my request by Capt. Colin Mac- 
kenzie, Assistant Political Agent at Peshawur, 
who then occupied the godown portion of the 
fort above mentioned, which will be found here- 
after. 

I have abeady stated that Brigadier Shelton 
was early in the day directed to proceed with part 
of the Seeah Sung force to occupy the Bala Hissar, 
and, if requisite, to lead his troops against the 
insurgents. Capt. Lawrence, military secretary 
to the Envoy, was at the same time sent forward 
to prepare the King for that officer’s reception. 
Taking with him four troopers of the body-guard, 
he was galloping along the main road, when, 
shortly after crossing the river, he was suddenly 
attacked by an Affghan, who, rushing from behind 
a wall, made a desperate cut at him with a large 
two-handed knife. He dexterously avoided the 
blow by spurring his horse on one side ; but, pass- 
ing onwards, he was fired upon by about fifty 
men, who, having seen his approach, ran out from 
the Lahore gate of the city to intercept him. He 
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reached the Bala Hisaar safe, A%here he foimd the 
King apparently m a state of great agitation, he 
baling witnessed the assault from the window of 
his palace. His Majesty expressed an eager desire 
to conform to the Envoy's wishes in all respects 
in this emergency 

Capt Lawrence was stiU conferring with the 
King, when Lieut Sturt, our executue engineer, 
rushed into the palace, stabbed in three places 
about the face and neck He had been sent by 
Bngadier Shelton to make arrangements for the 
accommodation of the troops, and had reached 
the gate of the Dcican Khaneh, or hall of ou- 
dience, when the aileiiipt at Ins hfc was made by 
some one wlio had concealed himself there for 
that purpose, and who immediately efilcted his 
escape The >>ouuds were fortunatch not dan- 
gerous, and Lieut Sturt was comeyed back to 
cantonments in tlu, king sown palanquin, under 
a strong escort Soon aficr this, Brig Shclton’t. 
force armed, but the day was suflered to pass 
without any thing being done demonstratne of 
British energy and power The murder of our 
countrymen, and the spoliation of public and 
private property, were perpetrated iMtlj impunity 
wathin n mile of our cantonment, and under the 
aerv walls of the BiK Hissar 

Such an exhibition on our part iiught iht 



CHAI’. I.] 


GENERAL ELI’IUNSTONE. 


enemy their strength — confirmed against in 
those ivlio, liowcvcr disposed to join in the re- 
bellion, had hitherto kept aloof from prudential 
motives, and ultimately encouraged the nation to 
unite as one man for our destruction. 

It ivas, in fact, the crisis of all others calculated 
to test the qualities of a military commander. 
Whilst, however, it is impossible for an unpre- 
judiced person to approve the military dispositions 
of this eventful period, it is equally our duty to 
discriminate. The most responsihh party is not 
al\va3's the most culpable. It would be the height 
of injustice to a most amiable and gallant ofiiccr 
not to notice the long course of painful and wear- 
ing illness, which had materially affected the 
nerves, and probably even the intellect, of Gen. 
Elphinstone ; cruell}' incapacitating him, so far 
as he Avas personally concerned, from acting in 
this sudden emergenc}^ with the promptitude and 
A'igour necessary for our preservation. Major- 
Gen. Elphinstone had in fact represented to 
head- quarters the shattered state of his health, 
slating plainly and honestly that it had un- 
fitted him to continue in command, and was on 
the point of returning to India, thence to embark 
for England, when the rebellion unhappily broke 
out. No one, who kneiv Gen. Elphinstone, could 
fail to esteem his many excellent qualities both 
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m public and prnate life To all under Ins com 
mand, not excepting the joungest subaltern, he 
uas e\er accessible, and in the highest degree 
tourteoub and considerate nor did he e\er ex- 
hibit, either in word or practice, the slightest 
partiality for officers of his own semce oier those 
of the Company His professional knonledge nas 
extensive, and, before disease had too much 
impaired Ins frame for active exertion, he had 
zealously applied Imnself to improve and stimu- 
late eieiy branch of the service He had, indeed, 
but one unhapp} fault as a general — the result, 
probabl}, of ago and infirmity — and this was a 
viant of confidence in his own judgment, leading 
him to prefer e\ery body’s opinion to his oi\ii, 
until, amidst the conflicting Mens of a multitude 
of counsellors, be was at a loss which course to 
take Hence much of that indecision, procrasti 
nation, and want of method, winch paralyzed all 
our efibrts, gradually demoralised the troops, and 
ultimately, not being redeemed by the qualities of 
Ins second in command, proved the rum of us all 
I might add that, during the siege, no one ex 
posed his person more ftarlcssly or frequently to 
the enemy s lire than Gen Elplunslonc but Ins 
gallantry was never doubted Unhappily, Sir 
lUiam Macnaghten at first made light of tlie 
insurrection, anl, by his repriscntalions as to tin. 
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general feeling of the people towards us, not 
only deluded hiuiself, but misled the General in 
council. The unwelcome trutli was soon forced 
upon us, that in the whole Affghan nation we 
could not reckon on a single friend. 

But though no active measures of aggression 
were taken, all necessary preparations were made 
to secui'e the cantonment against attack. It fell 
to m3* own lot to place eveiy available gun in posi- 
tion round the works. Besides the guns alread}’' 
mentioned, we had in the magazine 6 nine-pounder 
iron guns, 3 twentj’-four pounder howitzers, 1 
twelve-pounder ditto, and 3 5^-inch mortars ; but 
the detail of artillerymen fell veiy short of wliat 
was requii-ed to man all these efficicntl3', consist- 
ing of onl}' 80 Punjabees belonging to the Shah, 
under Lieut. Warburton, very insufficiently in- 
structed, and of doubtful fidelity. 

To render our position intelligible, it is neces- 
sary to describe the cantonment, or fortified lines 
so called. It is uncertain whether, for the faults 
which I am about to describe, aiy blame justly 
attaches to Lieut. Sturt, the engineer, a talented 
and sensible officer, but who was often obliged to 
yield his better judgment to the spirit of false 
economy which characterised our Affghan policy. 
The credit, however, of having selected a site for 
the cantonments, or controlled the execution of 
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its ivoiks, is not a distinction, now likely to b 
claimed exclusively by cny one. But it mus 
always remain a wonder that any Government, o 
any olScer or set of officers, who had either scienc 
or experience in the field, should, in a half-con 
quered country, fix their forces (already inadequat 
to the services to which they might be called 
in so extraordinary and injudicious a military’ po 
sition. Every engineer officer who had been con 
suited, since the first occupation of Cahul hy ou’ 
troops, had pointed to the Bala Hissaros the onl; 
suitable place for a garrison which was to keep ir 
subjection the city and the surrounding country 
hut, above all, it w'as surely the only proper sitt 
for the magazine, on which the army’s efficioncj 
depended. In defiance, however, of rule and 
precedent, the position eventually fixed upon foi 
our magazine and cantonment was a piece of lou 
swampy ground, commanded on all sides by hills 
or forts. It consisted of a low rampart and n 
narrow ditch in the form of a parallelogram, 
thrown up along the line of the Kolustan road, 
1000 yards long and COO broad, with round flank- 
ing bastions at each corner, every one of which 
was commanded by some fort or lull. To one 
end of this work was attached a space nearly half 
as large again, and surrounded hy a simple wall. 
This was called the “Mission Compound:” half 
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of it was appropriated for tlie residence of the 
Envoy, the other half being crowded witli build- 
ings, erected without any attempt at regularity, 
for the accommodation of the officers and assist- 
ants of the mission, and the Envoy’s body-guard. 
This large space required in time of siege to be 
defended, and thus materially weakened the gar- 
rison ; Avhiie its veiy existence rendered the whole 
face of the cantonment, to wliich it was annexed, 
nugatorjf for purposes of defence. Besides these 
disadvantages, the lines were a great deal too 
extended, so that the ramparts could not be pro- 
perly manned without harassing the garrison. 
On the eastern side, about a quarter of a mile off, 
flowed the Cabul river in a direction parallel with 
the Kohistan road. Between the river and canton- 
ments, about 150 yards from the latter, was a wide 
canal. Gen. Elphiiistone, on his arrival in April, 
184<1, perceived at a glance the utter unfitness of 
the cantonment for pm'poses of protracted defence, 
and when a new fort was about to be built for 
the magazine on the south side, he liberally offered 
to purchase for the government, out of his own 
funds, a large portion of the land in the vicinity, 
with the view of removing some very objection- 
able inclosures and gardens, which offered shelter 
to our enemy Avithin two hundred yards of our 
ramparts ; but neither was his offer accepted, nor 
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^^e^e lus rcpresentitions on tlic subject attended 
anj good result He lost no t\roo, however, 
in throwing a bndge o\er the n\cr, in a direct 
line between the cantonments and the Secih Sung 
camp, and in rendering the bridge over the canal 
passable for guns , which judicious measure shorl- 
ened the distance for artiUerj and mfantrj bj at 
least two miles, sparing, too, the ncces3lt^ which 
existed prcMouslj of mo\ing to and fro bj tbc 
mam road, which was commanded b\ three or 
four forts, as well as from the citj walls ^forc 
o\ cr, the Cnbul Rii cr being liable to sudden rises, 
and almost alwajs unfordablc dunng the rainj 
season (March and April), it will ea'ilj be under- 
stood that the erection of this bridge was a work 
of much importance But the most unaccountable 
oacrsiglit of all, and that wliicb inaj be said to 
have contributed most lorgclj to our subsequent 
disasttrs, was that of baMng the cowmujnria/ 
tlorcs de(ac/ic<i from cnnfonmrn/jt, in an old fort 
which, in an outbreak, would In* almost indefen- 
sible CapU Skinner, the chief commissariat olRcer, 
at tlie tunc wlicn this arrangement was made, 
camestlj solicited from the nulhoniics a place 
tnthin the cantonment for hit stores, hut rcccucd 
for nnswir that such place could bo p\cn 
him, as thej were far too bus> m creeling bar 
neks for the men to think of commissanat stores ' 
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TlieEiivo}' liimself pressed tliis point veiy urgently, 
but without avail. At the .south-west angle of 
cantonments was the bazar village, surrounded by 
a low wall, and so crowded with mud huts as to 
form a perfect maze. Nearly opposite, with only 
the high road between, was the small fort of Ma- 
liomed Shereef, which perfectl}^ commanded our 
south-west bastion. Attached to this fort was 
the Shah Bagh, or King’s garden, surrounded by 
a high wall, and comprising a space of about half 
a square mile. About two hundred yards higher up 
the road towards the city, w'as the commissariat 
fort, the gate of \vhich stood very nearly opposite 
the entrance of the Shah Bagh. There were 
various other forts at different points of our 
works, which \vill be mentioned in the course of 
events. On the east, at the distance of about a 
mile, was a range of low hills dividing us from the 
Seeah Sung camp ; and on the west, about the 
same distance off, was another somewhat higher 
range, at the north-east flank of which, by the 
road-side, was the village of Beymaroo, command- 
ing a great part of the Mission Compound. In 
fact, we were so hemmed in on all sides, that, 
when the rebellion became general, the troops 
could not move out a dozen paces from either 
gate, without being exposed to the fire of some 
neighbom'ing hostile fort, garrisoned too by marks- 
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men nvho seldom missed their aim. Tlie country 
around us was likewise full of impediments to the 
movements of artillerj’ and cavalry, being in many 
places flooded, and cvciy where closely intersected 
by deep water-cuts, 

I cannot help adding, in conclusion, that almost 
all the calamities that bcfel our ill-starred force 
may bo traced more or less to the defects of our 
position ; and that our cantonment at Cnhul, 
whether we look to its situation or its construction, 
must ever be spoken of as a disgrace to our mili- 
tnrj <kiU and judgment. 
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CHAP. II. 

THE 37th regiment ATTACKED ON ITS RETURN FROM 

KHOORD-CABUE. MURDEK OP MEUTS. MAUEE AND 

WHEEEER. LOSS OF THE COMMISSARIAT FORT. THE 

general’s INDECISION. MA.TOR TRAIN AND CAPT. 

PATON. SUCCESSFUL ATTACK ON THE FORT OF MA- 
HOMED SHEREEF. ENGAGEMENTS WITH AFFGUAN 

HORSE AND FOOT. THE ENEMv’s PLAN TO REDUCE 

THE BRITISH BY STARVATION. BRIGADIER SHELTON 

SENT FOR FROM BAEA HISSAR. 


November 3d. — At 3 a. m. the alarm was sounded 
at the eastern gate of cantonments, in consequence 
of a brisk file-firing in the direction of Seeah 
Sung, which turned out to proceed from the 
37th regiment N. I. on its return from Khoord- 
Cabul, having been closely followed up the Avhole 
way by a body of about 3000 Giljyes. The 
regiment managed, nevertheless, to save all its 
baggage excepting a few tents, which were left 
on the ground for want of carriage, and to bring 
in all the wounded safe. 

A more orderly march was never made under 
such trying circumstances, and it reflects the 
highest credit on Major Griffiths and all con- 
cerned. This regiment was a valuable acqui- 
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siUon to our garrison, being descrvedl) esteemed 
one of tbc best in the service Three guns of 
the mountain train under Lieut Green accom 
panicd them, and were of the greatest u«e in 
defending the rear on the /me of march In con 
stquer cc of their amval, a reinforcement \i as sent 
into the Bala Hissar, consisting of the left wng 
SUliN I , iMth Lieut Greens guns, 1 iron ninc- 
[loundtr, 1 tuent) four pounder liowitzer, 2 
inch mortars, and a supply of magazine stores 
The) all reached it in safety, though a few shots 
ncrc fired at tlie rearguard from some orchards 
near the citj Brigadier Shelton was ordered to 
maintain a sinrp fire upon the cit> from the 
houitzers and guns, and to endeavour to fire the 
houses b^ means of shells and carcasses from the 
two moitars , should he also find it practicable to 
send a force into the citj, he ms to do so 

Larl> in the afternoon, a detachment under 
Major Swavne, consisting of two companies 5th 
>1 1, one of H lUh, and 2 H A guns 
under Lieut W nllcr, proceeded out of the w eslcni 
gale towards the ul>, to cffi-cl, if possible, a 
junction nl the Lahore gale with a part of Briga- 
dier Shelton s force from the Bala Hissar Tlaj 
drove bach and dtfvalcd a parlv of tiie tntmv 
\>ho occupied the road near the Sliah Ba„h, but 
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liad to encounter a sharp fire from the Kohistan 
gate of the city, and from the walls of various en- 
closures, hehind which a number of marksmen 
had concealed themselves, as also from the fort 
of Mahmood Khan commanding the road along 
which they had to pass. Lieut. Waller and 
several Sepoys were wounded. Major Swayne, 
observing the whole line of road towards the 
Lahore gate strongly occupied b}’- some Afighan 
horse and juzailchees, and fearing that be would 
be unable to effect the object in view with so 
small a force unsupported by cavalry, retired 
into cantonments. Shortlj’’ after this, a large 
body of the rebels having issued from the fort of 
Mahmood lOiau, 900 yards south-east of canton- 
ments, extended themselves in a line along the 
bank of the river, displaying a flag ; an iron nine- 
pounder was brought to bear on them from our 
south-east bastion, and a round or two of shrap- 
nell caused them to seek shelter behind some 
neighbouring banks, whence, after some desultory 
firing on both sides, they retired. 

Whatever hopes may have been entertained, up 
to this period, of a speedy termination to the 
insurrection, they began now to wax fainter 
every hour, and an order was despatched to the 
officer commanding at Candahar to lose no time 
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in sending to our assistance the IGth and 43d 
regiments N I (winch were under orders for 
India), together with a troop of horse artillery, 
and half a regiment of cavalry , an order was 
likewise sent off to recall Gen, Sale with his 
brigade from Gundamuck Capt John Conolly, 
pohticai assistant to the Envoj , went into the 
Bala Hissar early this morning, to remain ivith 
the King, and to render every assistance in Ins 
power to Brigadier Shelton 

On this day Lieut Richard Maule, command- 
ing the Kohistanee regiment, which on its return 
from Zoormut had been stationed at Kahdarra in 
Kohistan, about twenty miles north-west of Cabul, 
iMth the object of keeping down disaffection in 
that quarter, being deserted by his men, was, 
together with local Lieut 'Wheeler, his adjutant, 
barbarously murdered by a band of rebels They 
defended themselves resolutely for several mi- 
nutes, but at length fell under the fire of some 
juzails Lieut Maule had been previously in- 
formed of his danger by a friendly natiie, but 
chose rather to run the nsk of being sacnficcd 
than desert the post assigned him Thus fdl a 
nobJc hearted «5oldier and a deiout Christian, 
Notemher^ih — The enemy having taken strong 
possession of the Shah Bagh, or King's Garden, 
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and thrown a garrison into the fort of Mahomed 
Shereef, nearly opposite the bazar, effectually 
prevented any communication between the can- 
tonment and commissariat fort, the gate of which 
latter was commanded by the gate of the Shah 
Bagh on the other side of the road. 

Ensign Warren of the 5th N. I. at this time 
occupied the commissariat fort with 100 men, 
and having reported that he was very hard 
pressed by the enemy, and in danger of being 
completely cut off, the General, either forgetful 
or unaware at the moment of the important fact 
that upon the possession of this fort we were 
entirely dependent for provisions, and anxious 
only to save the lives of men whom he believed 
to be in imminent peril, hastily gave directions 
that a party under the command of Capt. Swayne 
of H.M.’s 44th Regt. should proceed immediately 
to bring off Ensign Warren and his garrison to 
cantonments, abandoning the fort to the enemy. 
A few minutes previously an attempt to relieve 
him had been made by Ensign Gordon, \vith a 
company of the 37th N. I. and eleven camels 
laden with ammunition ; but the party were 
driven back, and Ensign Gordon killed. Capt. 
Swayne now accordingly proceeded towards the 
spot with two companies of H. M.’s 44th ; scarcely 
had they issued from cantonments ere a sharp 
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and destructive fire 'was poured upon them from 
Mahomed Shereers fort, which, as they proceeded, 
was taken up bj the marksmen in the ShahBagh, 
under whose deadly aim both officers and men 
suffered severely, Capts Swayne and Robinson 
of the 44th being killed, and Lieuts Hallahan, 
Evans, and Fortye wounded, in this disastrous 
business It now seemed to the officer, on whom 
the command had dev olved, impracticable to bring 
off Ensign Warren’s p'lrtj, without risking the 
annihilation of his own, which had already sus- 
tained so rapid and severe a loss in officers, he 
theiefore returned forthwith to cantonments In 
the course of the evening, another attempt was 
made bj a party of the 5tli Lt Cavalry , but thej 
encountered so sev ere a fire from the neighbour- 
ing enclosures as to oblige them to return without 
effecting ihcir desired object, with the loss of 8 
troopers killed and 14 badly wounded Capt 
Bojd, the Assist -Com Gen , liaving meanwhile 
been made acquainted with the Generals inten- 
tion to giv c up the fort, hastened to laj before 
him the disastrous consequences that would ensue 
from so doing He stated that the place con- 
tained, besides large supplies of wheat and atta, 
all lus stores of rum, medicine, clothing, &.c , the 
value of which might be estimated at four lacs of 
rupees , that to abandon such valuable property 
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would not only expose the force to the immediate 
want of the necessaries of life, but would infallibly 
inspire the enemy with tenfold courage. He added 
that we had not above two days’ supply of provi- 
sions in cantonments, and that neither himself 
nor Capt. Johnson of the Shah’s commissariat had 
any prospect of procuring them elsewhere under 
existing circumstances. In consequence of this 
strong representation on the part of Capt. Boyd, 
the General sent immediate orders to Ensign 
Warren to hold out the fort to the last extremity. 
(Ensign Warren, it must he remarked, denied 
having received this note.) Early in the night a 
letter was received from him to the effect that he 
believed the enemy were busily engaged in 
mining one of the towers, and that such was the 
alarm among the Sepoys that several of them 
had actually made their escape over the wall to 
cantonments ; that the enemy were making pre- 
parations to burn down the gate ; and that, con- 
sidering the temper of his men, he did not expect 
to be able to hold out many hours longer, unless 
reinforced without delay. In reply to this he was 
informed that he would be reinforced by 2 a. m. 

At about 9 o’clock p. m. there was an assembly 
of staff and other officers at the General’s house, 
when the Envoy came in and expressed his serious 
conviction that, unless Mahomed Shereef’s fort 
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ere taken thit ^erJ night, we should lose the 
commissamt fort, or at all events he unahle to 
bnng out of it provisions for the troops The 
disaster of the morning rendered the General ex- 
tremely unwilling to expose his officers and men 
to any similar peril , hut, on the other hand, itwas 
urged that the darkness of the night would nullify 
the enemt’s fire, who would also most likely he 
taken unawares, as it was not the custom of the 
Aflghans to maintain a very stnct watch at night 
A mail in Capt Johnsons employ was accord 
ingly sent out to reconnoitre the place , he re 
turned m a few minutes vnth the intclhgenco 
that about twenty men werescated outside the fort 
near the gate, smoking and talking, and from 
what he overheard of their conversation, he 
judged the garrison to he very small, and unable to 
resist a sudden onset The debate was now re- 
sumed, but another hour passed and the General 
could not make up his mind A second spy was 
despatched, whose report tended to corroborate 
what the first had said I Ivas then sent to 
Lieut Sturt, the engineer, who was nearly reco- 
vered from his wounds, for lus opinion He at 
first expressed himself in favour of an immediate 
attack, but, on hearing that some of the enemy 
were on the watch at the gate, he judged it 
prudent to defer the assault till an early hour in 
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the morning : this decided the General, though 
not before several hours had slipped away in 
fruitless discussion. 

Orders were at last given for a detachment to 
he in readiness at 4 a. m. at the Kohistan gate ; 
and Capt. Bellew, Deputy Assist.-Quar.-Mast.- 
Gen., volunteered to blow open the gate ; another 
party of H. M.’s 44th were at the same time to 
issue hy a cut in the south face of the rampart, 
and march simultaneo;isly towards the commis- 
sariat fort, to reinforce the garrison. Morning 
had, howevei*, well dawned ere tlie men could he 
got under arras ; and they were on the point of 
inarching off, when it was reported that Ensign 
Warren had just arrived in cantonments with his 
garrison, having evacuated the fort. It seems 
that the enemy had actually set fire to the gate ; 
and Ensign Warren, seeing no prospect of a re- 
inforcement, and expecting the enemy every mo- 
ment to rush in, led out his men by a hole which 
he had prepared in the wall. Being called upon 
in a public letter from the Assist.- Adj. -Gen. to 
state his reasons for abandoning his post, he 
replied that he was ready to do so before a court 
of inquiry, which he requested might be assem- 
bled to investigate his conduct ; it was not, how- 
ever, deemed expedient to comply with his 
request. 
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It is beyond a doubt that our feeble and in- 
effectual defence of this fort, and the valuable 
booty it yielded, was the first fatal blow to our 
supremacy at Cabul, and at once determined 
those chiefs — and more particularly the Kuzzil- 
bashes — who had hitherto remained neutral, to 
join in the general combination to drive us from 
the country. 

Capt. Trevor, having held out his house against 
the rebels until all hope of relief was at an end, 
was safely escorted into cantonmentts his morn- 
ing, with his wife and seven children, by his Ha- 
zirbash horsemen, who behaved faithfully, but 
now, out of regard for their families, dispersed to 
their houses. Capt. Mackenzie likewise, after 
defending his fort until his ammunition was ex- 
pended, fought his way into cantonments late last 
night, having received a slight wound on the road. 
His men had behaved with the utmost bravety, 
and made several successful sallies. I hero sub- 
join his own account. 

Letter from Capt. Colin Mackenzie to 
Lieut. V. Eyre. 

My dear Eyre, 

As you wish for an account of the manner 
in which I was besieged in the Kcla-i-Nishan 
Khan, in the breaking out of the Cabul insurrec- 
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tiou, I comply, although unwilling to appear so 
often in the first person, as I necessarily must, in 
order to give you a clear idea of the fatal nature 
of the hlunder conunitted, in not sending me 
assistance from cantomnents. I have hy me a 
copy of some notes, which I made at the request 
of the late Major Thain, then Ai de-de-Camp to 
our lamented chief, General Elphinstone. You 
are aware that the fort, in which I chanced to he 
living, contained the godowns of the Shah’s com- 
missariat ; and that in one part the quarters of 
Brigadier Anquetil were situated. For the de- 
fence of these, a guard of one liavildar, two 
naicks, and eighteen sepoys had been assigned. 
The fort itself lies between that quarter of Cabul 
called the Moorad Khanah and its most western 
suburb, the Deh-i-Afighan. The Cabul river 
flows between the fort and the Kuzzilbash quar- 
ter (the Chmidoul), to the south. Close to it, to 
the north, divided by a narrow road and a high 
wall, is a large grove of mulberry trees, known 
by the name of the Yahoo Edianah, in which the 
Yahoos of the Shah’s commissariat used to be 
kept ; but from which, towards the end of Octo- 
ber, 184?1, they had' fortunately been removed 
into camp at Seeah Sung. In this Yahoo Klia- 
nah was a guard of six suwars ; and, by chance, 
a detachment of a jemadar, and ninety-five men 
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of Captain Ferns s Juzailchees , as also another 
of the Shah’s sappers, consisting of one jemadar 
and fifty nine men, including havildars and naicks 
These last ivei e encumhered n ith a host of n omen 
and children, brought up from their natii e conn 
ti} Mith them by the express orders of the 
Supreme Goierument The house of Captain 
Troup, late Brigadier Major of the Shah s force, 
built so as to be capable of a tolerable defence, is 
about forty j ards to the east of the fort, across a 
narrow canal , and the laige tow er, occupied by 
tbc late Captain Trcior and bis familj, lies across 
the naer to the southeast, distant about 700 
) ards Tins also, at tbc time, w as perfectly do 
fensible You will easilj perceiNO that, wnth 
these posts in our possession, and commanding, 
as we did, the open space between us, it was a 
point of importance to maintain our ground until 
the nmial of what wc hourlj expected, a rcgi 
ment from the cantonment, whose presence w oiild 
ha\e immcdiatclj decided the waaonng Kuzzil 
bashes in our faiour, and would Inie cut of all 
comnuimcation betw cen the insurgent population 
of Dell i-Afighaii and their rascally brethren in 
the Moend XJjawih Spreidm" far bejend ihc 
'\aboo Klnnab, ni the direction of cantonments, 
and circling round the west of t!ie fort dowai to 
thcn\crs edge, are walled gnrtUns and groics 
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whicli afford excellent cover to a Im-king enemy, 
wlio were enabled to conic, witliout much danger, 
to within a few yards of my defences. 

Early on the morning of the 2d of November, 
1841, as I was preparing to go into cantonments 
with my baggage, intending to accompany the 
Envoy on the follo\ving da}”- down to Pesha^vu^•, 
it was reported to me that an alarming riot had 
taken place in the town. Brigadier Anquetil 
and Captain Troup had gone out on their usual 
morning ride, not supposing the disturbance was 
of the importance it has since proved to be. I 
waited for the return of the above two ofhcers 
for about an hour, previous to adopting decided 
measures, either for defence or retreat, — at the 
same time causing all the guards to stand to their 
arms. Suddenly a naked man stood before me, 
covered with blood, from two deep sabre cuts in 
the head, and five musquet-shots in the arm and 
body. He proved to be a suwar of Sir W. Mac- 
naghten, who had been sent with a message to 
Captain Trevor, but who had been interce 2 ited by 
the insurgents. This being rather a strong hint 
as to how matters were going on, I immediately 
gave orders for all the gates to be secured, and 
personally superintended the removal of the de- 
tachments in the Yahoo Khanah, with their 
wives and families, hito the fort. At the same 
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time I caused loopholes to he bored m the upper 
%valls of Captain Troupe house, in uluch were a 
iiaiclv and ten sepoys Wiulbt so emploj ed, the 
armed population of Deh i Aff^han came pouring 
down through the gardens, and commenced firing 
on us I tlirew out skirmishers , hut, in order 
to sai e the helpless followers, we \\ ere obliged to 
abandon the tent's and baggage In co\ enng the 
retreat, one of men was killed, and one hadlj 
wounded, while about fi\c of the enemj were 
killed The whole of the gardens were then 
occupied hj the Aflghans from winch, in spite of 
repeated sallies made during the daj, we were 
unahk to dislodge them , on the conlrarj, when 
e>erwe returned into the fort, the) approached 
so near as to be able, ihemsches unseen, to kill 
and wound luj men through the loopholes of ni) 
own defences The canal was during the daj 
cut off, and so closclj watched, that one of mj 
followers was shot, while trjin^ to fetch “omc 
water, hut we fortunately found an old well in 
Brigadier Anquetils quarters, the water of which 
was drinkable Towards the afternoon, haiing 
no ammunition, but what was contained in the 
soldiers pouclies, I commumcated with Capfam 
Ireior, who still held lus tower, apparently un 
molested E^cn thetif Klnu Shercen Klnn, the 
chief of the Kuzzilbishcs, and four or fne other 



cHAP.n.] OF BRIG. ANQUETIl’s FOBT. 


49 


Kllians of consequencej among them the leaders 
of the Hazirhash regiments, were with jioor Tre- 
vor, earnesth/ expficting that some decided mea- 
sures on the part of the British would jjistifg them 
in openly talcing our part 

Trevor despatched my requisition, for ammu- 
nition at least) if not for more effectual assistance, 
into cantonments, where it arrived safely, the dis- 
tance not being more than one mile and a half. 
Shortly after, our spirits were raised hy the ap- 
parent approach of a hea^y cannonade, and volleys 
of musquetry from the direction of the Moorad 
Klianah, and hy the flight through the gardens of 
the multitudes who were assailing me, towards 
Deh-i-Affghan, from which quarter crowds of 
women and children began to ascend the hill, 
evidently in expectation of an assault from our 
soldiery. But these cheering sounds died away, 


* During the expedition into Kohistan, under General Mac- 
caskill, I accompanied it, having been placed hy General Pol- 
lock in charge of Shahzadee Shapoor and the Kuzzilbash camp. 
In my frequent communications -with Klian Shereen Khan, some 
of the late Kuzzilbash leaders, and -ndth other chiefs of the 
Kuzzilbash faction, all the circumstances of the late insurrection 
•were over and over again recapitulated, one and all declaring 
positively that the slightest exhibition of energy on our part in 
the first instance, more especially in reinforcing my post and 
that of Trevor, -would at once have decided the Kuzzilbashes, 
and all over -whom they possessed any influence, in our favour. 
Khan Shereen also confirmed the idea, that an ofiensive move- 
ment on the opposite side of the to-wn by Brigadier Shelton, 
had it been made in the early part of the fatal 2d of November, 
■would at once have crushed the insuiTection. 

I) 
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and it was in vain that we strained our cjcs, 
loohing for the glittering bayonets through the 
trees, and round the comers of the pnncipnl 
street leading from cantomnents Mj besiegers 
su armed back with shouts, md it required much 
exertion on my part to prevent despondency 
amongst my people, which feeling had been 
strongly excited by tbe condrmation of tlic 
rumour of the murder of Sir Alexander Burnes, 
his brother, and Captain Broadfoot , by the sight 
of the smoke from his burning liousc, and by 
the inteUigencc that the treasury of Captain 
Johnson, also in the town, had been sacked, and 
the guard slam In the evening I served out 
provisions from the government stores The 
attacks continued at intervals during the night, 
and we had most disagreeable suspicions that the 
enemy w ere undermining our nortli vv est tow cr, 
or bastion At early dawn we sallied out to 
ascertain this, but were driven m again, after 
finding our apprehensions too well verified 
'ihere is much dead ground about all Af^dian 
forts, on which it is impossible to bnng mus- 
quetry to bear, and the towers can always be 
undermined, in the absence of band grenades on 
the part of tbe besieged To meet this attempt, 
vvt sunk a shaft inside the ground floor of the 
tower, and I pheed four tcsoIiUl men on the 
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brink, ready to shoot the first man who should 
enter. The extent of the fort required all iny 
men to be on duty at the same time, and some 
now began to wax weary. The cheerfulness of 
the remainder was not improved by the incessant 
howling of the women over the dead and dying. 
As a trait indicative of the character of the 
Aifghah juzailchees, I must mention, that when- 
’ever thej’- could snatch five minutes to refresh 
themselves with a pipe, one or other of them 
woidd twang a sort of rude guitar, as an accom- 
paniment to some martial song, which, mingling 
vdth the above notes of war, sounded very 
strangely. 

In the middle of this day (3d November), to 
my great grief, I saw the enemy enter Captain 
Trevor’s tower ; and a report was brought to us 
by two of his servants, who escaped across the 
river, that he and his family had all been killed, 
which, though it afterwards proved to be untrue, 

• had a bad effect on my men, whose ammunition 
had now become very scarce, in spite of my 
haAdng husbanded it ivith the greatest care. The 
scene of plunder now going on in Trevor’s house 
was evident from otu* ramparts ; and the enemy, 
taldng possession of the top, which overlooked 
my defences, pitched their balls from their large 
juzails with such accuracy, -as to clear my western 
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face of defenders , and it is only by crawling 
on my hands and knees up i small flight of steps, 
ind whislang suddenly tbrougli the door, that I 
could e\er Msit the tower thit hid been under 
mined The guard from Captain Troup s house 
now chmoured for admittance into the fort , and 
as Mr Ballon, that gentlemans nriter, called out 
to me that they were ready to abandon their post, 
I let them in, barricading mj oavn door with 
sacks of flour Against t!io door and small 
wacket, on Brigadier Anquetils side, I had 
ahead} piled heaps of stones and large timbers 
In the afternoon the cncro} brought down a 
largo \i all piece against us, the balls from winch 
shook the upper walls of one of our towers, 
alarming the juzailchccs much, who dread the 
cflect of anj species of ordnance Tins disposi 
tion to despair was increased b} the utter failure 
of ammunition, and by the Aflghans bnnging 
down quanliUcs of fire wood and long poles with 
combustible matter at the ends, winch thej de 
posited under the walls of the lahoo Kbanih, iii 
readiness to bum down my door Some suwar^, 
who were stationed on Bngadier Anquetils side 
of the fort, non l^rokc into a sort of h.tlf muttn}, 
and I egau pulling doivn the harnende against Ins 
gate, to endeaiour to saic thcmsclics bj tbc 
«pctd of their 1 orsts This I quelled h} going 
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clown amongst tliem witli a clouble-barrellecl gun, 
and tbrcatening to shoot the first man wlio should 
disobey my orders. In the evening I was quite 
exhausted, as were my people; having by that 
time been fighting and working for nearly forty 
hours without rest. Indeed, on my part, it had 
been without refreslunent, as eating was impos- 
sible from excitement and weariness; and my 
absence for five minutes at a time from any part 
of the works disheartened the fighting men. 
Added to tliis, my wounded were dying for want 
of medical aid. I therefore yielded to the repre- 
sentations of my juzailchee jemadar, and of Mr. 
Ballon, from both of whom I received valuable 
assistance during the whole affair, and prepared 
for a retreat to cantonments. This we deter- ' 
mined should take place during the early part of 
the night, at which time, it being then the fast 
of the Ramazan, we calculated the enemy would 
be at their principal meal. I ordered the juzail- 
chees to lead, and to answer all questions, in 
case of encountering a post of the enemy. The 
wounded were placed on what yahoos I possessed, 
abandoning every thing in the shape of baggage ; 
these, with the women and children, followed 
next in order ; and I myself proposed to bring 
up the rear with my. few regulars, who, I fondly 
imagined, would stick by me in case of a hot 
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pursuit We were to a\oid the toi\n, and to 
follow the course of the sinnll canil aho^ e men 
tionedj and afterwards to strike off hy lanes, and 
through some fields, in the direction of canton- 
ments A night retreat is generallj disastrous, 
and this proved no exception to the general rule, 
but, notivithstanding my strict order that all bag- 
gage should be left behind, it being \erj dirk, 
many of the poor women contrived to slip out, 
with loads of their httle property on their 
shoulders, making thejr children walk, whose 
cries added to the confusion, and to the danger 
of discovery 

Before wc had proceeded half a mile, the rear 
missed the advance, upon whom a post of the 
cuemj had begun to fire. All my rcgulirs hid 
crept a head with the juziilchccs, ind I found 
mjself alone with a chuptassc and two suwars, in 
the midst of a helpless and wailing crowd of wo- 
men and children Riding on bj myself along a 
narrow line, to tr) and pick out the road, I found 
mjself suddenly surrounded by n pirty of ^MT- 
ghans, whom at first I took to be mj own juzail- 
clices, and spoke to them os such They quick!) 
undeceived me, however, bj crjmg out, “Tcring- 
hoc bust,' “Here is an European,’ andatticking 
nn. with swords and kmves Spurring m> horst 
violently, I wheeled round, cutting from right to 
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left, for ‘I, fortunately, had my own sword drawn 
previous to the surprise. My blows, by God’s 
mercy, parried the greater part of theirs, and I 
was lucky enough to cut off the hand of my most 
outrageous assailant. In short, after a desperate 
struggle, during which I received two slight sabre 
cuts, and a blow on the hack of my head from a 
fellow whose sword turned in his hand, which 
knocked me half off my horse, I escaped out of 
the crush, passing unhurt through two volleys of 
musquetiy from the whole picket, which, by that 
time, had become alarmed, and had turned out. 
They pursued me ; hut I soon distanced them, 
crossing several fields at speed, and gaining a 
road, which I perceived led round the western 
end of the Shah’s garden. Proceeding cautiously 
along, to my horror, I perceived my path again 
blocked up by a dense body of Affghans. Re- 
treat was impossible ; so, putting my trust in 
God, I charged into the midst of them, hoping 
that the weight of my horse would clear my way 
for me, and reserving my sword-cut for the last 
struggle. It was well that I did so, for by the 
time I had knocked over some twenty fellows, I 
found that they were my owni juzailchees. If 
you ever experienced sudden relief from a hideous 
nightmare, you may imagine my feehngs for the 
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moment "With these worthies, after wandering 
about for some time, and parsing unchallenged 
by a sleepy post of the enemy, I reached the 
cantonments During the night many stragglers 
of mj part}, principally followers, dropped in 
During the whole business, from first to last, in 
cludmg the retreat, I had under a dozen killed, 
and about half that amount wounded, nearl} half 
the former being followers, whereas about thirtj 
of tlie enem} had bitten the dust, and gone to 
their place 

I cannot close this letter to jou wathout re- 
marking that, amongst other lamentable errors 
winch led to our heay) downfall, that of omitting 
in the first instance to strengthen ni} post Mas, 
next to Shelton’s refusal to pour his brigade into 

tlie town, while the rioters jetamourted to hard} 
200 men, the greatest But the whole blame 
cannot, m this particular instance, he attnhuted 
to our poor friend General Elphinstone lie had 
not been sufiicicntly informed as to the import- 
ance of in} position, nor as to the facilil} with 
which a strong reinforcement could hn\e reached 
me That he was speciall} anxious personnll} as 
to m} saftt} there could be no doubt, ns was 
‘‘hown b} the warmth of his reception of me 

I need not remind >ou of the dt^oted heroism 
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displayed tlirougliout the siege l)5»^ Hussain Khan, 
the juzailchee jemadar, and the handful of brave 
men who accompanied him, and who, personally 
attaching themselves to me, remained under my 
command to the last. Numbers of them fell ; 
others were disabled; a few departed to their 
own homes, on the day that I was taken prisoner, 
and Sir W. Macnaghten was murdered ; and, I 
heheve, nearly the sole survivors are some ten or 
■fifteen men, who, mth their brave leader, Hussain 
Khan, are now %vith us in camp. These proceed 
with the rest of the juzailchee corps under Captain 
Ferris to Ferozepore, where we hear they are to 
be disbanded, and sent back to their own country, 
to be destroyed by their bloodthirsty countrymen 
as a reward for their fidelity to us ; and yet these 
were the men, who, during the period I was be- 
leaguered in the fort of Nishan Khan, at a time 
when I was quite unknown to them, not only 
refused to listen to the repeated propositions of 
the Affghans outside to deliver me up to their 
vengeance, their own safety being thereby in- 
sured ; but who, dm’ing the siege of cantonments, 
laughed to scorn the most tempting ofiers on the 
part of Ameenoollah Khan, Mahomed Akbar, 
and other Afighan chiefs, to induce them to join 
the general cause of Islam against the Kafiirs, 
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in\anablj bnnging the letters in wlucli they Mere 
con^ejed, for mj inspection and perusal * 

Yours very sincerely, 

C. Mackenzie 

Camp Rawtil Pindec, 

En roote to Ferozepore, 

Kot 19 1842 

Noiemher 5M —It no sooner became generally 
kuomi that the commissariat fort, upon which e 
were dependent for suf.pbcs, had been abandoned, 
than one universal feeling of indignation per- 
vaded the garnson, nor can I describe the im- 
patience of the troops, but especially the native 
portion, to be led out for its recapture — a feeling 
that was by no jnoana diminished by ibcir seeing 
the Afighans crossing and re-crossing the road 
between the commissariat fort and the gate of the 
Shah IJagh, laden wath the provisions upon which 
had depended our ability to make a protracted 
defence Observing this disposition among the 
troops, and feeling the importance of checking the 
triumph of the enemy m its infancy, I strenu- 
ously urged the General to send out a party to 
capture Mahomed Shcrccf’s fort by blowing open 
the gate, and volunteered myself to keep the 

• They were disbanded at Jelam in ihe Panjab each of the 
old soldien reciiTing ft donationof t«cltc moQt! s pay anithe 
rest a pratmiT m proportion to the kn^ah of their itmett, »tth 
which they mil seemed eery well satisfied —V E. 
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road clear from any sudden advance of cavalry 
Avith two H. A. gunsj under cover of whose 
lire the storming party could advance along the 
road, protected from the fire of the fort by a low 
wall, wliich lined the road the whole way. Tlie 
General agreed ; a storming party under Major 
Swayne, otli H. I., was ordered ; tbc powder bags 
were got ready ,* and at about 12 mid-day wc issued 
from the western gate : the guns led the way, and 
were brought into action under the partial cover 
of some trees, within one hundred yards of the 
fort. JFor tlie space of twenty minutes tJic artil- 
lery continued to work tlie guns under an exces- 
sively sharp fire from the walls of the fortj but 
]\Iajor Swayne, instead of rusliing foinward with 
his men, as had been agreed, had in tlie mean 
time remained stationary under cover of the wall 
by the road side. TJie General, who was watch- 
ing our proceedings from tlie gateway, observing 
that the gun ammunition was running sliort, and 
that the troops had failed to take advantage of the 
best opportunity for advancing, recalled us into 
cantonments : thus the enemy enjoyed their tri- 
umph undiininished ; and great was the rage of 
the Sepoys of the STth N. I., who had evinced 
the utmost eagerness to be led out, at this dis- 
appointment of their hopes. It must he acknow- 
ledged that the General was singularly unfortunate 
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m manj of the coadjutors ibout him, who, wth 
all the zeal and courage a\hich distinguish British 
officers, were sadly laching in that military judg- 
ment and quichsightedness which are essential to 
success in a cntical moment. Let me here, how 
c\er, pay a just tribute to the mcinorj of two of 
hi3 staff officers, now, alas ! no more Few men 
hale ever combined all the excellent qualities 
winch constitute the good soldier and the good 
man more remarkably than did jl/n;or Thain of 
H s f?lst Fusilecfb, A D C to Gen Elplnn 
stone , while of Capt Paton, Deputy Quarter 
master general, it may be safelj affirmed, that 
in solid practical sense and genuine singleness of 
heart he was never surpassed Would that all, 
to wliom the General was in the habit of deferring, 
had been equally wise to counsel and prompt 
to execute with the two aboie named gallant 
men * 

^OTcmher Gth —It was now determined to take 
tbc fort of Maliomcd Shcreef by regular breach 
and assault At an early hour, 3 iron ninc- 
pouuder guns were brought to bear upon its 
north cast bastion, and 2 hoivitzcrs upon the con 
tjgiious curiam I took charge of the former, 
end LieuU Warburton of the latter In the space 
of about two hours a practicable breach was ef- 
fected, during which time n hot fire was poured 
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■upon the artillerymen from the enemy’s sharp- 
shooters, stationed in a couple of high towers 
which completel}" commanded the battery, whereby, 
as the embrasures crumbled away from the con- 
stant concussion, it became at length a diflicult 
task to work the guns. A storming party, com- 
posed of 3 companies, viz. 1 comp. H. M. 'l-ftli, 
under Ensign Raban, 1 comp. 5th N. I. under 
Lieut. Deas, 1 comp. 3Tth under Lieut. Steer, 
the whole commanded by Major Griiliths, spccdil}^ 
carried the place. Poor Raban was shot through 
the heart, when conspicuously waving a flag on 
the summit of the breach. 

As this fort adjoined the Shah Bagh, it was 
deemed advisable to dislodge the enemy Rom the 
latter, if possible. Learning that there was a large 
opening in the wall in the north side of the garden, 
I took a six-pounder gun thither, and fired several 
rounds of grape and shrapnell upon parties of the 
enemy assembled within under the trees, which 
speedily drove them out ; and had a detachment 
of infantry taken advantage of the opportunity 
thus afforded to throw themselves into the build- 
ing at the principal entrance by' the road side, 
the place might have been easily carried per- 
manently', and immediate repossession could have 
been then taken of the commissariat fort opposite, 
which had not yet been emptied of half its con- 
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tents. While this was going on, a reconnoitring 
party under ^lajor Thain, A. D. C., consisting of 
1 H. A. gun, 1 troop 5tli cavalrj', and 2 comps, of 
infantry, scoured the plain to the west of canton- 
ments 5 and having driven the enemy from several 
enclosures, were returning homeward, when large 
numbers of Aflghan horse and foot were observed 
to proceed from the direction of the city towards 
the south-west extremity of a hill, which runs in 
a diagonal direction from north-cast to south-west 
across the plain, to the west of cantonments. A 
resallah of Anderson’s horse had been stationed 
on the summit of this hill all tlie morning as a 
picket, whence they had just been recalled, when 
a large body of thecncmj’s horse readied the 
base, and proceeded to crown the summit. Mojoi 
Thain’s party, observing this, came to a halt; 
and a few minutes afterwards a reinforcement 
opportunely arrived, consisting of 1 rcsalkah of 
irregular horse under Copt. Anderson, 1 troop 
of ditto under Lieut, Walker, and 2 troops 5ih 
cavalrj' under Cnpts. Collycr and Bott. I now con- 
sidered it mj duty to join the II. A. gun, wliicli 
had no olTiccr with it, and 1 accordingly left the six- 
pounder gun under the protection of Capt. Mac- 
kenzie, who, with a few of his juzailcliccs, liad 
now joined me, hav'irig been engaged in skirmish- 
ing across the plain towards the west end of the 
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Shah Bagli, where, finding an opening, he had 
crept in with liis men, and cleaved that part of 
the garden, hut, not being supported, had been 
obliged to retire with a loss of 15 killed out of 95. 

I now advanced with the H. A. gun, supported 
by a troop of the 5th cavalry, to the foot of the 
hill, and opened fire upon the enemy, while the 
rest of the cavahy, headed by Anderson’s horse, 
rode brisldj up the slope to force them olT. The 
officers gallantl}' headed their men, and encoun- 
tered about an equal number of the enemy, who 
advanced to meet tliem. A hand to hand encounter 
now took place, which ended in the Afighan horse 
retreating to the plain, leaving the hill in our 
possession. In this affair Capt. Anderson per- 
sonally engaged, and slew the brother-in-law of 
AbdooUah Ediau. Meanwhile the enemy began 
to muster strong on the plain to the west of the 
Shah Bagh, wdience they appeared to be gradually 
extending themselves towards the cantonments, 
as if to intercept our return; it was therefore 
deemed prudent to recall the cavalry from the 
height, and show front in the plain, where they 
could act with more efiect. A reinforcement of 
two companies of infantry and one H. A. gun was 
sent out, and the whole force was drawn up in 
order of battle, anticipating an attack, with one 
gun on either flank. In this position a distant 
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fire ^^as kept up bj the enemj’sjuzailchce';, ulnch 
was answered principally by discharges of slirap- 
nell and round shot from the guns , the heights, 
too, were again cronned by the Afighm horse, 
but no disposition uas niainrcsted bj them to cn 
counter us in open fight, and, as the night graduall) 
closed in, they slowly retired to the cit} On 
this occasion about 100 of the cnem^ fell on the 
hill, while the loss on our side was 8 troopers 
killed, and 14 wounded 

It will be remembered that I left a six-pounder 
gun at the opening in the wall of the Shah Bagh 
After m> departure, large numbers of tbccnemj’s 
infantrj had filled the west end of the Sliali Bagli, 
and, stealing up among the trees, and clo'>c to tlic 
high wall, towards the gun, kept up so hot and 
precise a fire as to render its removal absolutcl) 
necessary Capt Mackenzie had been joined 
b) apart) ofll M*s4!th, with whom, and with 
a few of lus own men, he ondcai cured to eo\cr 
the operation, which was cNtrcmclj difiicull, it 
being nccessar) to drag the gun b) band oierbad 
ground Several of the Shah's gunners were 
killed, and man) of tin. covenng part) knocked 
over, the gun being bard) saved I nn) here 
add, that from tins time forward tbt juzailchets, 
uiukr the able direction of Capt Mackenzie, who 
volunteered to lead them, werv. forward to disiin- 
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guisli tlieniselvcs on all occasions, and continued 
to the very last a most useful part of our force. 

Novonher Sih. — An attempt was made by the 
enemy to mine one of the towers of the fort we 
captured on the 6th, which could not have hap- 
pened had we taken possession of the gate of tlio 
Shah Bagh at the same time. Our chief cause of 
anxiety now was the emptj’ state of our granary. 
Even with higli bribes and liberal payment, tlie 
Envoy could only procure a scanty supply, iit- 
sufficient for daily consumption, from tlic village 
of Beymaroo, about half a mile down the Kohistan 
road, to the north. The object of the enemy 
undoubtedly was to starve us out: to effect which 
the chiefs exerted their whole influence to prevent 
our being supplied from any of the neighbouring 
forts. Their game was a stirc one ; and, so long 
as they held firmly together, it could not fail to be 
sooner or later successful. During the short in- 
terval of quiet, which ensued after our capture of 
the fort, the rebels managed to rig out a couple 
of guns which they procured from the work 3 'ard 
of Lieut. Warburton (in charge of the Shah’s 
guns), situated, unfortunately, in the city. These 
they placed in a position near Mahmood Khan’s 
fort, opposite the south-east bastion of canton- 
ments. All this time a cannonade was daily kept 
up on the town by Capt. Nicholl of the Horse 
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Artillery in the Bala Hissar ; but, though con- 
siderable damage was thereby done, and many of 
the enemy killed, it required a much more power- 
ful battery than he possessed to ruin a place of 
such extent. On the morning of the 2d, when 
the rebellion commenced, the two guns, which 
were sent with Camphell’s Hindoostanees into the 
city, had been left outside the gate of the Bala 
Hissar in the confusion and hurry of retreat, 
where they had ever since remained. So jealous 
a watch was kept over these by the enemy from 
the houses of the Shah Bazar, that it was found 
impossible to get them back into the fort ; and it 
was necessary for our troops to maintain an 
equally strict watch to prevent their being removed 
by the enemy, who made several desperate efforts 
to obtain them. An attempt of this kind took 
place to-day, when the rebels were driven back 
into the city with considerable loss. 

November dtU . — The General’s weak state of 
health rendering the presence of a coadjutor ab- 
solutely necessary, to relieve him from the com- 
mandof the garrison, Brigadier Shelton, the second 
in command, was, at the earnest request of the 
Envoy, summoned in from the Bala Hissar, in the 
hope that, by heartily co-operating with the Envoy 
and General, he would strengthen their hands and 
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rouse the sinking confidence of the lroo])s. He 
entered cantonments this morning, bringing witli 
him 1 H. A. gun, I mountain train ditto, I com- 
pany H. hi. 44th, the Shah’s 6th infantry, and a 
small supply of atta. 
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CHAP III 

DESPONDENCY IN CANTONMENT DIFFERENCE OF OPINION 

BETWEEN BRIGADIER SHELTON AND SIB WILLIAM 

UACVAGIITEN ANNOYANCE FROM THE FIRE OP THE 

ENEMY our OF SEVERAL FORTS- — STORMIN G 01 TRE 

RIKA BASHEE FORT UNDER BRIGADIER SHELTON 

PERILOUS SITUATION AND BRAVERY OP LIEUT BIRD 

FURTHFR ENGAGEMENTS WITH TBE ENEMY — 61 PP 

RIQRITY OP THE AFFGHANS IN TBE USE OF FIRE ARMS 

Novmher lOM — Henceforward Bngadier Shel 
ton bore a conspicuous part in the drama upon 
the issue of which so much depended He had, 
however, from the very first, seemed to despair of 
the force being able to hold out the winter at 
Cabul, and strenuously advocated an immediate 
retreat to Jellalabad 

This soit of despondency proved, unhappily, 
very infectious It soon spread its baneful in- 
fluence among the officers, and was by them com- 
municated to the soldiery The number of 
croakers m garrison became perfectly frightful, 
lugubrious looks and dismal prophecies being 
encountered e\ery where The severe losses sus 
tamed by H M ’s 44-th under Capt Swajne, on 
the 4th instant, had veiy much discouraged the 
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men of that regiment ; and it is a lamentable foot 
that some of those European soldiers, who were 
naturally expected to exhibit to their native 
brethren in arms an example of endurance and 
fortitude, were among the first to lose confidence 
and give vent to feelings of discontent at the 
duties imposed on them. The evil seed, once 
sprung up, became more and more difficult to 
eradicate, showing daily more and more how 
completely demoralising to the British soldier is 
the very idea of a retreat. 

Sir ^Yilliam Macnaghten and his suite were alto- 
gether opposed to Brigadier Shelton in this matter, 
it being in his (the Envoy’s) estimation a duty 
we owed the Government to retain our post, at 
whatsoever rish. This difference of opinion, on a 
question of such ratal importance, was attended 
with ruihappy results, inasmuch as it deprived 
the General, in his hour of need, of the strength 
which unanimity imparts, and produced an un- 
communicative and disheartening reserve in an 
emergency which demanded the freest inter- 
change of counsel and ideas. 

But I am digressing. — About 9 a.m. on the 
10th the enemy crowned the heights to the west 
in great force, and almost simultaneously a large 
body of horse and foot, supposed to be Giljyes, 
who had just arrived, made their appearance on 
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the Seeah Sung hills to the east, and, after firing 
a feu de joie, set up a loud shout, which uas 
answered in a similar way by those on the oppo- 
site side of us This was supposed to be a pre 
concerted signal for ajomt attack on the canton 
ments No movement was however made on the 
western side to molest us, but on the eastern 
quarter parties of the enemy, moiing down into 
the plain, took possession of all the forts in that 
direction One of these, called the Rika-bashee 
fort, was situated directly opposite the Mission 
Compound, at the north east angle of canton- 
ments, within musket shot of our works, into 
which the enemy soon began to pour a very an 
noying fire , a party of sharp shooters at the same 
time, concealing themselves among the ruins of a 
house immediately opposite the north east bastion, 
took deadly aim at the European artillerymen 
who were working the guns, one poor fellow being 
shot through the temple m the act of sponging 
From 2 homtzers and a 5| inch mortar, a dis- 
charge of Shells into the fort was kept up for tw o 
hours 

At this time not above two dajs’ supply of 
provisions remained in gamson, and it wasverj 
clear that, unless the enemy were quickly driven 
out from their new possession, we should soon he 
completel} hemmed in on all sides At the En- 
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voy’s urgent clesircj lie taking llic enlire rc.sponsi- 
kility on liiinself, llie General ordered a force to 
hold tlicmsekes in readiness under Brigadier 
Shelton to storm the Rika-hashec fort. About 
12 A. the following troops assembled at the 
eastern gate : — 2 H. A. guns, 1 mountain train 
gun, Walker’s horse, H. M.’s 4'1-th foot under Col. 
Mackerell, S7th N. I. under Major Griffiths, Gth 
regiment of Shah’s force under Capt. Hopkins. 
The whole issued from cantonments, a storming 
party consisting of two companies from each 
regiment taking the lead, preceded by Capt. 
Bellew, who hurried forward to blow open the 
gate. Missing the gate, however, ho blew open 
a nicket of such small dimensions as to render it 
impossible for more than two or three men to 
enter abreast, and these in a stooping posture. 
This, it will be seen, was one cause of discom- 
fiture in the first instance ; for the hearts of the men 
failed them when they saw their foremost comrades 
struck down, endeavouring to force an entrance 
under such disadvantageous circumstances, without 
being able to help them. The signal, however, 
was given for the storming party, headed by Col. 
Mackerell. On nearing the wicket, the detach- 
ment encountered an excessively sharp fire from 
the walls, and the small passage, through which 
they endeavoured to rush in, merely served to ex- 
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po<=c the hnxest to almost certain deitli from the 
hot fire of the defenders. Col ^lachcrcll, how- 
e\tr, and Lieut Bird of Shah’s 6th infantry, 
ncconipamed h;) a handful of Europeans and -t 
few Sepojs, forced their waa in, Capt "West- 
macott of the S7th being shot down outside, and 
Capt Jkl'Crae sabred in the entrance The gar 
nson, suppo^nng that these few gallant men were 
hacked hj the uhole attacKing part}, fled in 
consternation out of the gate, winch was on the 
oppo'site side of the fort, and which ought to have 
been the point as'aded Unfortuiiatcl}', at this 
instant a number of the Aflghan cavalrj charged 
round the corner of the fort ne\t the wicket the 
cij of“Caaalry' wasraised,acryaahichtoooften, 
during our operations, paral} zed the arms of those, 
uho 0 muskets and baaonetswe have been accus- 
tomed to consider as more than a match for a de- 
suitor} charge of irregular horsemen, the Euro 
pean«s gaa e wa} siniultancousl} with the Sepoa-s — 
a bugler of the Gth infantra, through nii'stakc, 
sounded the retreat — and it became for the lime a 
scene of saure gui peui In vain did the officers, 
e^peciall} Major Scott of H M’s Hth, know ing the 
fearful predicament of Ins commanding officer, ex- 
hort and be'iccch their men to charge foiward — not 
a soul n ould follow them, ^ve a pri\ ate of the hi th 
named Steward, who was afterwards promoted for 
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his solitary gallantry. Let me here do Brigadiel’ 
Shelton justice : his acknowledged courage re- 
deemed the day ; for, exposing his own person to 
a hot fire, he stood firm amidst the crowd of fu- 
gitives, and by his exhortations and example at 
last rallied them ; advancing again to the attack, 
again our men faltered, notwithstanding that the 
fire of the great guns from the cantonments, and 
that of Capt. Mackenzie’s juzailchees from the 
N. E. angle of the Mission Compound, together 
with a demonstration on the part of our cavalry, 
had greatly abated the ardour of the Affghan 
horse. A third time did the Brigadier bring on 
his men to the assault, which now proved suc- 
cessful. AV e became masters of the fort. But what, 
in the mean time, had been passing inside the fort, 
where, it will be remembered, several of our brave 
brethren had beeji shut up, as it were, in the 
lions’ den ? 

On the first retreat of our men, Lieut. Bird, 
with Col. Mackerell and several Europeans, had 
hastily shut the gate by which the garrison had 
for the most part evacuated the place, securing 
the chain Avith a bayonet ; the repulse outside, 
however, encouraged the enemy to return in great 
numbers, and, it being impossible to remain near 
the gate on account of the hot fire pom-ed in 
through the crevices, our few heroes speedily had 
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the mortification to see their foes not only re en- 
tering the wicket, but, ha%'ing drawn the bayonet, 
rush in with loud shouts through the now re- 
opened gate Poor Mackerell, ha\ang fallen, was 
literally hacked to pieces, although still ahve at 
the termination of the contest Lieut Bird, wath 
two Sepoys, retreated into a stable, the door of 
which they closed , all the rest of the men, endea- 
\ curing to escape through the avicket, were met 
and slaughtered Bird s place of concealment at 
first, in the confusion, escaped the observation of 
the temporarily triumphant Afighans , at last it 
was discovered, and an attack commenced at the 
door This, being bamcaded with logs of wood, 
and whatever else the tenants of the stable could 
find, resisted their efforts, while Bird and his now 
solitary companion, a Sepoy of the 87th N I 
(the other having been struck down), maintained 
as hotafire as they could, cich shot taking deadly 
effect from the proximity of the party engaged 
The fall of their companions deterred the mass of 
the assailants from a simultaneous rush, which 
must have succeeded , and thus that truly chival- 
rous, high minded, and amiable young gentleman, 
whose subsequent fate must be ranked among the 
mysterious dispensations of ProMdence whicli we 
cannot for the present fathom, stood at bay intli 
Ins equally brave comrade for upwards of a 
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quarter of an liour, wlien, having only five car- 
tridges left, in spite of having rifled the pouch of 
the dead man, they were rescued as related above. 
Our troops literally found the pair ‘‘ gi’im and 
lonely there,” upwards of thirty of the enemy 
having fallen by their unassisted prowess. 

Our loss on this occasion was not less than 200 
killed and wounded. Four neighbouring forts 
were immediately evacuated by the enemy, and 
occupied by our troops : they were found to con- 
tain about 1400 maunds of grain ; in remoidng 
which no time was lost, but as it was not found 
practicable to bring olf more than half before 
night-fall, Capt. Boyd, the Assist.-Com.-Gen., 
requested Brig. Shelton that a guard might be 
thrown into a small fort, where it must be left 
for the night ; this was, however, refused, and on 
the following moniing, as might have been ex- 
pected, the grain was all gone : permanent pos- 
session was, however, taken of the Rika-bashee 
and Zulfekar forts, the towers of the remainder 
being blown up on the following day. 

Numbers of Giljie horse and foot still main- 
taining their position on the Seeah Sung heights, 
Brig. Shelton moved his force towards that 
quarter. On reaching the base of the hill, fire 
was opened from the two H. A. guns, which, 
with the firm front presented by our troops, 
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caused the enemy shortly to retire towards the 
city, and ere we turned homeward not a man re- 
mained in sight 

Novemher ISth Tlie enemy appeared in great 
force on the western heights, where, having 
posted two guns, they fired into cantonments unth 
considerable precision At the earnest entreaty 
of the Emoy, it was determined that a party, 
under Brigadier Shelton, "should sally forth to at- 
tack them and, if possible, capture their guns 
The force ordered for this service was not ready 
until 3 pm It consisted of the following troops 
—2 squadrons 5th Light Cavalrj, under Col 
Chambers , I squadron Shah s 2d Irregular Horse, 
under Lieut Le Geyt, 1 troop of Skinner’s 
Horse under Lieut Walker, the Body Guard, 
6 companies Her Majesty s 44th, under Major 
Scott, 6 companies S7th, under Major Swaync , 
4 companies Shahs 6th Infantry, under Capt 
Hopkins , and 1 H A gun and 1 Mountain 
Train do under myself, escorted by a company 
of 6th Shah s under Capt Marshall After quit- 
ting cantonments, the troops took the direction of 
a gorge between the two hills bounding the plain, 
distant about a mile (Uie enemy s horse crowning 
that to the left), and advanced in separate columns 
at so brisk a pace, that it seemed a race which 
should arriae first at the scene of action Tlio 
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infantry had actuall}’- reached the foot of the hill, 
and ^yere on the point of ascending to the charge, 
ere the H. A. gun, which had been detained in 
the rear hy sticking fast in a canal, could be got 
ready for action ; nor had more than one round 
of grape been fired, ere the advance, led on hj' 
the gallant Major Thain, had closed upon the foe, 
who resolutely stood their ground on the summit 
of the ridge, and unflinchingly received the dis- 
charge of our musketry, which, strange to say, 
even at the short range of ten or twelve yards, did 
little or no execution ! From this cause the 
enemy, growing holder every moment, advanced 
close up to the bayonets of our infantry, upon 
whom they pressed so perscveringly, as to succeed 
in driving them backwards to the foot of the hill, 
wounding Major Thain on the left shoulder, and 
sabring several of the men. Several rounds of 
grape and shrapnell were now poured in, and 
threw them into some confusion, whereupon a 
timely charge of om cavalry, Anderson’s horse 
taking the lead, drove them again up the hill, 
when our infantry once more advancing carried 
the height, the enemy retreating along the ridge, 
closely followed by our troops, and abandoning 
their guns to us. The H. A. gun now took up a 
position in the middle of the gorge, whence it 
nlayed -with effect on a large body of horse as- 
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senibled on the plain west of the lull, vho forth- 
TOth retreated to a distance 

Our troops had now got into ground where it 
w as impracticable for Horse- Artillery to follow 
I accordingly pushed forward with one artillery- 
man and a supply of dri^-ropes and spikes, to 
look out for the deserted guns of the enemy , 
one of these, a 4-pounder, was easily removed 
along the ndge by a party of the Shah’s Stli 
Infantry , but the other, a 6-pounder, was awk- 
wardly situated in a ravine half way down the 
side of the hill, our troops, w ith the Mountain- 
Train 3-pounder, being drawn up along the ndge 
just above it The evening was now fast closing 
in, and a large body of Affghan infantry occupied 
some enclosures on the plain below , whence thej 
kept up so hot a fire upon the gun, as to render 
Its removal by no mems an easy task , but the 
Envoy having sent us a messnge of entreaty that 
no exertions might be spared to complete the 
triumph of the day by bringing off both the 
enemy’s guns, Major Scott, of her hlajesty’s 
44th, repeatedly called on his men to descend with 
him to drag the 6-pounder away , but, strange to 
say, his frequent appeals to their soldierlj feelings 
w ere made in i am wth a few gallant exceptions 
they remained immoi able, nor could the Sepojs 
be induced to lead the way whore their European 
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brctliren so obstinately bung back. Mcninvbilc 
it became nonvly dark, and the furtber detention 
of tbe troops being attended with risk, as tbc 
enemy, tbougb driven from tbc bill, still main- 
tained a tbreatening attitude below, I descended 
Avitb tbe Horse Artillery gunner, and, having 
driven in a spike, returned to assist in making 
sure of tbe captm-ed 4‘-pounder. This, from tbe 
steepness of tbc bill, and tbe numerous water- 
cuts wbicb ever)’’ where intersected tbc plain, 
proved a somewhat troublesome business. Lieut, 
Macartney, however, with a company of tbc 
Shah’s 6th Infantry, urged on bis men until zeal, 
and we at last had tbe satisfaction to deposit our 
prize safe within tbe cantonment gates. iSIcau- 
while tbe enemy, favomred by tbc darkness, pressed 
bard upon our retm'ning troops, and by dint of 
incessant firing and shouting rendered their Ironie- 
ward inarch somewhat disorderly, eficcting, how- 
ever, but little damage. 

It was no small disadvantage turder wbicb we 
laboured, that no temporary success of our troojis 
over those of tbe enemy could be followed up, 
nor even possession be retained of tbe ground 
gained by us at tbe point of tbe bayonet, owing 
to the necessity of withdrawing our men into their 
quarters at night. On reaching the cantonment, 
we found the garrison in a state of considerable 
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Alarnij and a continual blaze of musketrj illumi- 
natmg the whole line of rampart This had arisen 
from a demonstration of attack having been made 
by the enemy on the south-west bastion, which 
had been immediately checked by a few rounds 
of grape from the guns, and by a w ell directed 
fire from the juzailchees under Capt Mackenzie , 
but It was long ere quiet could be restored, the 
men continuing to discharge their pieces at thej 
knew not what 

Our infantry soldiers, both European and 
Native, might have taken a salutary lesson from 
the Affghans in the use of their fire arms , the 
latter imanably taking steady deliberate aim, and 
seldom throiving away a single shot , whereas our 
men seemed to fire entirely at random, without 
any aim at all , Iience the impiinit) with which 
the Alfglnn horsemen braved the discharge of 
our musketry in this day’s action within twelve 
jards, not one shot, to all appearance, taking 
effect In this affair Capt Paton, Assist.-Quart - 
Mast -Gen , had the misfortune to receive a 
wound in the left arm, which rendered amputation 
necessary, and the valuable services of one of our 
most efficient staff oflicers were thus lost Tins 
was the last success our arms were destined to 
experience Henceforward it becomes mj wear} 
task to relate a catalogue of errors, disasters, and 
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difficulties, 'wliicli, following close upon each 
other, disgusted our officers, disheartened our 
soldiers, and finally sunk us all into irretrievable 
ruin, as though Heaven itself, by a combination 
of evil circumstaiices for its own inscrutable 2>ur- 
Ijoses, had jfianned our downfall. But here it is 
fit I should relate the scenes that had all this 
while been enacting at our solitary outpost in 
Kohistan. 
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EVENTS IN KOniSTAN, AS BELATED BY MAJOR POTTINGEB 

TREACHEIIY OP THE NIJBOW CHIEFS MUBDEB OF 

LIB17T BATTBAY —OALhAtlTItT OT tlBOT IIACOHTOV 

ATTACK BY THE ENEMY ON THE CHAREKAR CAN- 

TONBIENT — SIAJOB rOTTlNOER WOUNDED DEATH OF 

CAPT CODRINOTON DEPLORABLE SOARCITY OF WATER 

— DISAPPEARANCE OP DR GRANT —RETREAT TO 
WARDS CADUL — PERILS OP MAJOR POTTINOEU AND 
LIEUT HAUOBTOV — THEY ESCAPE TO CANTONMENT 

Ok the 15th November, Major Pottinger, C B. 
and Lieut Haughton, Adjt of the Shah’s 4th, 
or Goorkha regiment, came m from Charekar, 
both severely wounded, the former m the leg, and 
the latter having had his right hand amputated, 
besides several cuts in the neck and left arm 
Their escape was wonderful 

The following is an outline of what had taken 
place in Kohistan, from the commencement of the 
insurrection up to the present date 

It appears, from Major Pottinger’s account of 
the transactions of that period, that it was not 
without reason he had so urgently applied to Sir 
William Macnaghten for reinforcements To- 
wards the end of October, prcmonitorj signs of 
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the coming tempest had become so unequivocally 
thveatening as to confirm Major Pottinger in his 
worst suspicions, and in his conviction that order 
could not possibly he restored without a departure 
on the part of government from the long-suficring 
system which had been obstinately pursued with 
respect to Nijrow in particular ; but his convic- 
tion alone could do little to stem the torrent of 
coming events. 

About this time Meer Musjeedee, a contuma- 
cious rebel against the Shah’s authority, who had 
been expelled from Kohistan during General 
Sale’s campaign in that country in 1840, and who 
had taken refuge in Nijrow after the fashion of 
many other men of similar stamp, obstinatel}' re- 
fusing to make his submission to the Shah even 
upon the most favourable terms, openly put him- 
self at the head of a powerful and well-organised 
party, Avith the avowed intention of expelling the 
Feringees and overturning the existing goA’^ern- 
ment. He Avas speedily joined by the most in- 
fluential of the NijroAA'^ chiefs. A feAV of these 
made their appearance before Lughmanee, Avherc 
Major Pottinger resided, and proffered their ser- 
vices towards the maintenance of the public tran- 
quillity. It will be seen that their object Avas the 
blackest treachery. 

E 6 
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I shall here relate Major Pottinger’s story, 
almost in his own ords, as given to me 

In the course of the forenoon of the 3d of 
Noi ember, Major Pottingerhad an interview with 
a number of the more influential chiefs in his 
house or fort, and, about noon, went into the 
garden to receive those of inferior rank, accom- 
panied by Ills visiters here they were joined bj 
Lieut Charles Rattraj, Major Pottingei s Assist- 
ant In discussing the question of the rewards to 
which their «!ervices might entitle them, the head 
men declared that, although they were willing to 
agree to Major Pottinger’s propositions, they could 
not answer for their clansmen, and the abov e men- 
tioned petty chiefs, who were awaiting the ex- 
pected conference at some little distance Mr 
Rattray, accordingly, in company witli several of 
the principal, joined the latter, and, shortly after, 
proceeded with them to on adjoining field, where 
numbers of their armed retainers were assem- 
bled, for the purpose of ascertaining their senti- 
ments on the subject of tbe conference "Vniile 
tlius engaged, this most promising and brave 
joung officer apparently became aware of in 
tended foul plaj, and turned to leave the field, 
when he was immediately shot down At this 
time Major Pottinger was still sitting in his 
garden, in companj with several of the above- 
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mentioned clncfs, and had just received intelli- 
gence of the purposed treachery from Mahomed 
Kasim Khan, a dchashee of Hazirhash, a small 
detachment of which composed apart of his escort: 
he had with difficulty comprehended the man’s 
meaning, which was conveyed by hints, when the 
sound of firing was heard : — the chiefs that were 
nitli him rose and fled, and he escaped into the 
fort by the postern gate ; which having secured, 
he, from the terre-plein of the rampart, saw poor 
Mr. Rattray Ijdng badly wounded in the field at 
the distance of some 300 yards, and the late pre- 
tended negotiators making off in all directions 
with the plunder of the camp of the Hazirhash 
detachment. Of these plunderers a party passing 
close to Mr. Rattray, and obserrung that life was 
not extinct, one of them put his gun close to his 
head, and blew his brains out, — several others 
discharging their pieces into different parts of his 
body. 

Major Pottinger’s guard, being by this time on 
the alert, opened a fire, which speedily cleared the 
open space ; but the enemy, seeking shelter in the 
numerous watercourses, and under the low walls 
surrounding the fort, harassed them incessantly 
until the appearance of Lieut. Haughton, adjutant 
of the G-oorkha regiment, who, advancing from 
Charekar, where the corps was cantoned, distant, 
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about three miles, speedily dro\e the assailants 
from their cover. Capt Codnngton, A\ho com- 
manded the regiment, chanced to be in Lughmanee 
at this very tune , and, on Mr. Haughton’s ap- 
proach, he led out a sortie and joined him the 
skirmish was sharp, and the enemj suffered se- 
1 erely, Capt. Codnngton remaimng m possession 
of an adjacent canal, the bank of which was im- 
mediately cut, to supply the tank of the fort with 
water in case of accidents 

The evening had now closed in, and the eiiemj 
had retired, taking up a position which seemed to 
threaten the Charekar road. Capt Codnngton 
accordingly left Lughmanee in haste, strengthen- 
ing Major Pottinger’s party to about 100 men, 
these having to gamson four small forts Ho 
promised, however, to relieve them the next 
mormng, and to send a further supplj of ammu- 
nition, of which there only remained 1 500 rounds 
Capt Codnngton reached Charekar unmolested , 
and the enemj, returning to their fonner point of 
attack, earned off their dead with impunity, the 
garrison being too weak to make a sally On tlie 
mormng of the 4th, Capt. Codnngton despatched 
four companies with a six-poundcr gun, according 
to promise Their march caused numbers of the 
enemy non assembled on all sides to retreat, but 
one large bodj remained m position on tlie skirts 
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of the mountain range to their right, and threatened 
their flank. Mr. Haughton, who commanded, 
detached Ensign Salisbury "svith a comxiany to 
disperse them, which, in spite of the disparity of 
numbers, was effected in good style. Unhappily 
the Goorldias, being young soldiers, and flushed 
until success, pressed forward in pursuit with too 
much eagerness, regardless of the recalling bugle, 
when at last Mr. Salisbury with difficulty halted 
them, and endeavoured to retrace his steps. The 
enemy, obsennng the error they had committed 
in separating themselves too far from their main 
body, rallied and followed them in their retreat 
so closely, as to oblige Mr. Salisbury to halt 
his little band frequently, and face about. Mr. 
Haughton, consequently, in order to extricate the 
compromised company, halted his convoy, and 
despatched the greatest part of his men in the 
direction of the skirmish. All this encouraged 
the other parties of the enemy who had retired 
to return, against whom, in numbers not less than 
4000 men, Mr. Haughton maintained his ground 
until rejoined by his subaltern, when, seeing the 
hopelessness of making good lus way to Lugh- 
manee, he retreated, and regained in safety the 
fortified barracks at Charekar. Many of the men 
fell in this expedition, which would have proved 
infinitely more disastrous, from the number of the 



88 FURTHER ATTACKS. [cnAP.rv. 

enemy’s cavalry, ^\llO latterly seemed to gain con- 
fidence at every stage, but for the extraordinarj' 
gallantry and conduct* of Mr. HaugHon, who, 
with a handful of men and a gun, protected the 
rear of our over-matched troops. Mr. Salisbury 
was mortally wounded, and the trail of the gun 
gave W’ay just as the party reached Charekar. 

This disappointment led Major Pottihger to 
believe that no second attempt would be made 
to relieve them ; and as he had no ammunition 
beyond the supply in the men’s pouches, he de- 
termined to retreat on Cliarekar after dark : the 
better to hide his intention, he ordered grain to 
be brought into the fort. Meantime the Charekar 
cantonment was attacked on all sides, and in the 
afternoon large bodies of the enemy were de- 
tached thence, and, joining others from that part 
of the valley, recommenced their investment of 
Lughmanee. That part of the Major’s garrison 
which occupied the small fort to the east of the 
principal one, defended by himself, although their 
orders w ere not to vacate their posts until after 
dark, being panic-stricken, did so at once, gaining 
the stronger position, but leaving behind several 
wounded comrades and their havildar, who remained 
staunch to his duty : these, however, w ere brought 
off. hlajor Pottinger then strengthened the gar- 
rison of a cluster of adjacent huts, which, being 
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surrounded Ly a sort of rude fortiftcatiou, formed 
a tolerably good out-work ; but the want ol 
European officers to control the men was soon 
lamentably apparent, and in a short time the 
Goorkhas, headed hy their native ofllcer, aban- 
doned the hamlet, followed as a matter of course 
by the few Aifghan soldiers attached to Capt. Cod- 
rington’s person, who had remained faithful until 
then. This last misfortune gave the enemy cover 
up to the very gate of the main stronghold, and 
before dark they had succeeded in getting pos- 
session of a gun-shed built against its outer wall, 
whence they commenced mining. 

As soon as night had fairly closed in, Major 
Pottmger drew together the Goorkha garrison out- 
side the postern gate, under pretence of making a 
sortie, and thus separated them from the Alfghans 
and their followers, who remained inside ; he then 
marched for Charekar, the garrison of the remain- 
ing fort joining liim as he drew on ; he passed by 
the investing posts in perfect silence, taldng his 
route along the skirts of the mountains to avoid the 
main road, and arrived in safety at Charekar. In 
Lughinanee he abandoned the hostages whom he 
had taken from the Koliistan chiefs, two boxes of 
treasure containing 2000 rupees, about sixty stand 
of juzails, all his office records, Mr. Rattray’s, 
Dr, Grant’s, and his o-svn personal property, and a 
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number of horses belonging to himself and the 
abo\e-mentioned two officers, and to some horse- 
men who had not deserted — for the greater part 
of his momited escort had fled in the beginning 
of the affray. The Heratees, and seven or eight 
Peshawarees, were the only Affglnns ^^llo ad- 
hered to him the Cabnlees, had deserted to a 
man, immediately on the murder of Mr Rattray , 
they had been much disgusted the preceding 
month, as well as their comrades ^\ho proved un- 
faithful too, by the sudden reduction of a portion 
of his escort, which naturally led them to appre- 
hend that their livelihood from tbe British service 
was of a precanous natuic 

On the morning of 5th Nov hrge bodies of the 
enemy closed in roimd the Clnrehar barracks, 
and about 7 o'clock they attacked the outposts 
mth a spirit engendered by tbe success of the 
preceding evening Capt Codrington requested 
^lajor Pottinger to take charge of nlnt nrtillerj 
he had, and to move a squadron in support of the 
skirmishers, which he did The skirmishers n ere 
driven in, and, while retreating, Major Pottinger 
was wounded in the leg by a musket- shot En- 
couraged by tbis, and by the unfinished state of 
the w orks round tlie barracks, in the entrance of 
which there was no gate, the enemy advanced 
with grtat determination to the attack, and di3- 
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lodcred the Goorkhas from some nuid liuts out- 
side, which were still occupied hy a part of the 
regimeut. In this affair Capt. Codrington, an 
officer of whose merits it is difficult to speak too 
hig'hly, fell mortally wounded. The main post 
was, however, successfully defended, and the 
enemy driven hack with considerable loss ; upon 
which Mr. Haughton (who had now succeeded 
to the command, the only remaining officer being 
hir. Rose, a mere )'outh,) made a sortie and drove 
the enemy out of the gardens occupied by them 
in the morning, maintaining his ground against 
their most desperate efforts until after dark. 
Relief was then sent to the garrison (consisting 
of about 50 men) of Khaja Mcer’s fort, which it 
had been found expedient to occupy previovisly, 
because it commanded the interior of the barracks 
on the southern side. 

From this time the unfortunate horses and 
cattle of the garrison were obliged to endure the 
extremity of thirst, there being no water for ihem^ 
and the supply for even the fighting men scanty 
in the extreme, obtained only from a few pools in 
the ditch of the rampart, which had been formed 
by a seasonable fall of rain. During the 6th the 
enemy renewed their attack in augmented num- 
bers, the whole population of the country ap- 
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parently swanning to the scene of action Not- 
withstanding two successful sorties, all the outposts 
M ere driven in hy darh, and thenceforth the gar- 
rison was confined to the barrach itself 

On the 7th the enemy got possession of Khoja 
Meer ’s fort the regimental moonshee had been 
gained over, and through him the native officer 
was induced to surrender From the towers of 
that fort, on the 8th, the enemy offered terms, on 
the condition that all the infidels should embrace 
Mahomedanism Major Pottmger replied, that 
they had come to aid a Mahomedan sovereign in 
the recovery of his rights , that they consequent!) 
were within the pale of Islam, and exempt from 
coercion on the score of religion The cnem) 
rejoined, that the King himself had ordered them 
to attack the Kaffirs, and wished to know if 
Major Pottmger would yield on receiving an 
order He refused to do so, except on the produc- 
tion of a written document All this time the 
gamson vvis sorely galled from the post of v antage 
in possession of the enemj. 

On the 9th, the enemy were enabled b) the 
carelessness of the guard to blow up a part of tlie 
south-vv est tower of the barracks , but, before the) 
could profit ilvo \ncacfi and the pnme of ihc 
men, Mr. Haughton rallied the fugitives, and, 



CHAP. lY.] 


SCARCITY or WATCH. 


93 


leading lliem Lack, secured the top of tlie parapet 
wall with a barricade of boards and sand-bags. 

On the lOtlij the ofiicers drew their last jiool 
of water, and served out half a ivincglass to cacli 
fighting man. 

On the lltb, all could not share even in that 
miserable proportion, and their sufferings from 
thirst were dreadful. Duriim tlic night a sortie 
was made, and some of the followers brought in 
a little water from a distant place, the sight of 
which onl}' served to aggravate the distress of the 
majority ; still, however, the fortitude of these 
brave and hardy soldiers remained unshaken, 
although apathy, the result of intense suflcring, 
especially among Hindoos, began to henumh 
their faculties. 

On the 12th, after dark, Mr. Haughton ordered 
out a ]party to cover the water-carriers in an 
attempt to obtain a supply ; hut the over-harassed 
Sepoys, unable to restrain themselves, dashed out 
of the ranks on approaching the coveted element, 
instead of standing to their arms to repel the 
enemy, and, consequently, the expedition failed 
in its object. Another sortie, consisting of two 
companies under Ensign Rose, was then ordered 
out, one of which, having separated from the other, 
dispersed in search of water ; that under Mr. Rose 
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himself fell on a post of tlie besiegers, every man 
of which they baj oneted, bat,heing unacconntablj 
struck with a panic, the men fled hack to the 
barracks, leaving Mr Rose almost alone, who was 
then obliged to return, having accomphshed Ins 
obiect but partially These circumstances were 
communicated by Mr Haughton to Majoi Pot 
linger (whose wound had disabled him from 
active bodily co operation in these last events), 
together with the starthng intelligence, that the 
corps was almost wholly disorganised from the 
large amount of killed and wounded, the hard 
ships It had undergone, the utter inefiiciency of 
the native officers, who had no sort of control 
over the soldiers, the exhaustion of the men from 
constant duty, and the total want of water and 
provisions 

Relief from Cabul, for winch Major Pottinger 
had written repeatedlj, seemed now hopeless, 
and an attempt at protracted defence of the post 
appeared likely to ensure the destruction of its 
brave defenders Major Pottinger considered 
that the onlj remaining chance of sawng anj 
portion of the regiment was a retreat to Cabul , 
and, although that was abundantly penlous, he 
entertained a hope that a few of the most active 
men wiio were not encumbered witli waves and 
children might escape Then was felt, most bit 
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terly, the impolicy of the cncoiivagcmciit which 
had hcen held out to all the recruitf; to bring 
their families with them, on what, even at the 
time of their being raised, was looked on by the 
most able officers as likel}’^ to prove a campaign 
of several years, hli*. Haughton coincided in 
the Major’s ^dews, and it was agreed, to ensure 
secrec}'^, that the men should not he informed of 
their intentions until paraded for the march. 

This wretched state of things continued until 
the afternoon of the 13th, when Mr. Haughton 
discovered amongst the Punjaheo arlillerjnnen two 
who had deserted a few days previously, and who 
apparently had returned for the purpose of se- 
ducing their comrades. He immediately seized 
them ; hut, while he was in the act of their ajipre- 
hension, the jemadar of the artillery, himself a 
Punjahee Mussulman, snatched a sword from a 
bystander, and cut domi that officer, repeating 
his blows as he lay on the ground. Before the 
astonished Goorkhas could draw their knives or 
handle their muskets, this miscreant, followed by 
all the artillerymen and the greater number of 
the Mahomedans in the barracks, rushed out of 
the gate and escaped. The tumult and confusion 
occasioned by this impressed Major Pottinger 
with the idea that the enemy had driven the men 
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from the M’alls , under this impression, he caused 
himself to he earned to the mam gate, hut on 
his arrival he found tliat Dr Grant had secured 
that point, and rallied the men The native 
officers immediately gathered round him, ivith 
many of the Sepoys, to assert their fideht) , hut 
demorahzation had evidently progressed fearfullj , 
as may he judged from the fact that the gamson 
had plundered the treasure and the quarters of 
the deceased Capt Codnngton the instant the 
Major had left them, and that in the face of the 
enemy’s fire they had pulled down the officers 
boxes, which had been piled up as traverses to 
protect the doorway, broken them open, nnd 
pillaged them Dr Grant then amputated Mr 
Haughton’s right hand, and hastily dressed the 
severe wounds which he had receded in his left 
arm and on his nock In the ei ening the doctor 

spiked ail the guns with his owti hands, and the 
gamson then left the barracks by the postern 
gate The advance was led by Major Pottinger 
(Mr Haughton, who accompanied him, heing un- 
able to do more than sit passnely on his horse), 
Dr Grant brought out the mam body, and 
Ensign Rose, vMth the Quart Mast Serjt , com 
manded the rear 

Notwithstanding the prevaous sufTerxiigs of these 
unfortunate men, it may be said tliat here com 
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menced tlieir real disasters. In vain did Major 
Pottinger attempt to lead Pis men to seize a 
building generally occupied by tbe enemy after 
night-fall, by the possession of which the exit of 
the main body from the barracks might be covered. 
In fact, it was with much difficulty that he even- 
tually succeeded m halting them at about half a 
mile from the barracks until the main body and 
rear should close up. The men were naturally 
occupied entirely ivith their families, and such 
property as it had been impossible to prevent 
their bringing away ; and discipline, the only 
source of hope under such circumstances, was at 
an end. 

After the junction of the main body and rear. 
Dr. Grant suddenly disappeared, and was not 
afterwards seen. 

The regiment then proceeded along the road 
to Sinjit Durrah, where Major Pottinger knew 
that water could be procured. On reaching the 
first stream, the last remnant of control over this 
disorderly mob was lost ; much delay took place, 
and, in moving on, the advance became suddenly 
separated from the main body. After an anxious 
search Major Pottinger effected a rejunction. 

At Sinjit Durrah they quitted the road to avoid 
alarming the villages and any outposts that might 
be stationed there; and much time was lost in 
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regaining the track from the other side : at Istalif 
the same manceuvre was practised. Major Pot- 
tinger now found very few inclined ~to push oi\^ 
exhaustion from the pain of his wound precluded 
the possibility of his being of any further use as 
a leader; and he determined to push on tvith 
hlr. Haughton towards Cahul, although with faint 
hope that the strength of either W’ould prove 
adequate to the exertion. Having no guide, they 
got into many difficulties ; and day was breaking 
by the time they reached the range of mountains 
half way between CJiarekar and Cabul. Men and 
horses were by this time incapable of further en- 
durance : the latter, it must be remembered, had 
been ten days without water previously to starting, 
and five days without food ; they were still up- 
wards of twenty miles from any place of safety ; 
their sufferings from their wounds, fatigue, hunger, 
and thirst, made life a burden, and at this time 
despair had almost obtained a victory — but God 
sustained them. By Mr. Haughton's adidce they 
sought shelter in a very deep but dry ravine, close 
to a small idllage, hoping that their proximity to 
danger might prove a source of safety ; as it was 
probable that the inhabitants, who by this time 
• must have been on the alert, would scarcely think 
of looldng for their prey close to tlicir own doors. 
Tlie companions of hlajor Pottinger and Mr. 
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Hauglitoii were a sepoy of tlie regimentj a inooii- 
sliee, and tlie regimental huniali. In tlie forenoon 
tliey were alarmed by a firing on tbe mountains 
above them ; the cause of this, as it appeared 
afterwards, was that a few of the fugitive Goorhhas 
had ascended the hills for safety (avIucIi, indeed, 
it was Major Pottinger’s wish to doj until he 
yielded to the arguments of his companion), 
whither they were pursued and massacred by the 
country people. The rest of the day passed in 
tranquillity ; and again, under the friendly slmoud 
of darkness, having previously calculated their 
exact position, did this sorely-bestead little party 
resume their dangerous route. It was providential 
that Major Pottinger had, from his habits as a 
traveller through unknown and difficult regions, 
accustomed himself to ascertain and remember 
the bearings of the most conspicuous landmarks 
of the countries he traversed; it was therefore 
comparatively easy for him to lead the way over 
the steep and rugged peaks, by which alone they 
might , hope to find a safe path, — for the main 
road, and even the more accessible tracks across 
the tops of the mountains, were closely beset, 
and watch-fires gleamed in all directions. • Indeed 
Gholam-Moyun-ood-deer, a distinguished partizah 
in the service of the rebels, had been despatched 
from Cabul, with a number of his most active 
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followers, purposely to intercept and seize the 
Major, of whose flight intelUgence hadheen early 
received, and actually was at that time patrolling 
those very heights over which the fugitives passed. 
But the protecting hand of Providence was dis- 
played not only in leading them unharmed 
through the midst of their enemies, hut in sup- 
plying them with mental fortitude and bodily 
strength. Weak and exliausted, their hardy and 
usually sure-footed Toorkmanhorses could scarcely 
strain up the almost impracticable side of the 
mountain, or preserve their equilibrium in the 
sharp sudden descents which they encountered, 
for path there was none. On one occasion Mr. 
Haughton, whose desperate wounds I have already 
described, fell off, and, being unable to rise, dfr. 
dared his determination ofawaiting his fate where 
he lay. The Major refused to desert him, and both 
slept for about one hour, when, nature being a 
little restored, they pushed on until they descended 
into the plain of Alifat, which tliey crossed, 
avoiding the fort of tliat name, and, struggling up 
the remaining ridge that separated them from the 
plain of Cabul, they entered it by the southern 
end of the Cabul lake. Intending now to cross 
the cultivation, and to reach cantonments by the 
back of the Shah’s garden, hlajor Pottinger 
missed bis road close to Kila-i-bolund, and found 
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himself •^^dthul the enemy’s sentries; hut being 
unwlling to alarm them b]’’ retracing his steps, 
after discovering his mistake, he led the vay 
towards Deh AlFghan. Here they were challenged 
by various outposts, to \vhom they answered after 
the fashion of AiTghan horsemen ; but they wore 
compelled, in order to avoid suspicion, actually 
to enter the city of Cabul, their only hope now 
being in the slumberous security of the inhabitants 
at that hour (it being now about 3 a. m.), and in 
the protection of their Affghan dress and equip- 
ments. The Goorkha sepoy, who, strange to 
say, had kept up with them on foot, had his out- 
ward man concealed by a large posthcen, or sheep- 
skin cloak. They pm’sued their •way through 
the lanes and bazar of the city, without any 
interruption, except the occasional grulf challenge 
of a sleepy watchman, until they gained the skirts 
of the city. There they w’^ere like to have been 
stopped by a picket which lay between them and 
the cantonment. The disposition to a relaxation 
of \igilance as the morning approaches, which 
marks the Affghan soldier, again befriended them ; 
they had nearly passed the post before they w^ere 
pursued. Desperation enabled them to urge their 
wearied horses into a pace which barely gave 
them the advantage over their enemies, who were 
on foot ; and they escaped with a volley from the 



102 


THEY REACH CANTONMENT. [chap. IV. 


now aroused picket, the little Goorkha freshening 
his way in the most surprising manner, considering 
his previous journey. A. few hundred yards 
further brought them within the ramparts of our 
cantonment, where they were received by their 
brethren in arms as men risen from the dead. 
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CHAP. V. 

KEMOYAIirnOM CANTONMENT TO BaEA IIISSAH DISCUS'^EB. 

THE JDEA ABANDONED. GENERAL SALe’s RETURN IM- 
PRACTICABLE. MAIIMOOn KIIAN’s rOBT ANNOYANCE 

FROM IT BUT LEFT IN ENEMY's POSSESSION. LETTER 

FROM THE ENVOY TO THE GENERAL. UNPROFITABLE 

OPERATIONS AT THE VILLAGE 01' BEY.'MAROO. ARRI- 

VAL OF MAllOJIED AKBER KHAN AT CABUL. 

November \Qtfi . — The impression made on the 
enemy by tlie action of tbe 13th was so far salu- 
tary, that they did not venture to anno}’’ us again 
for several days. Advantage was taken of this 
respite to throw magazine supplies from time to 
time into the Bala Hissar, a duty which was ably 
performed by Lieut. Walker, with a resalah of 
irregular horse under cover of night. But even 
in this short interval of comparative rest, such 
was the wretched construction of the cantonment, 
that the mere ordinary routine of garrison duty, 
and the necessity of closely manning our long 
line of rampart both by day and night, was a 
severe trial to the health and patience of the 
troops ; especially now that the winter began to 

F 4) 
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sho^Y sjmptoms of unusual severity. There 
seemed, indeed, every probability of an early fall 
pf snoTiv, to which all looked forward with dread, 
as the harbinger of fresh difficulties and of aug- 
mented suffering. 

These considerations, and the manifest su- 
periority of the Bala Hissar as a military position, 
led to the early discussion of the expediency of 
abandoning the cantonment and consolidating our 
forces in the above-mentioned stronghold, Tlie 
Envoy liimself was, from the first, greatly in favour 
of this move, until overruled by the many objec- 
tions urged against it by the military authorities ; 
to which, as mil be seen by a letter from him 
presently quoted, he learned by degrees to attach 
some weight himself ; but to the very last it was 
a measure that had many advocates, and I ven- 
ture to state my own firm belief that, had wc at 
this time moved into the Bala Hissar, Cahul 
Would have been still in our possession, Tlie 
cbief objections urged wore, 1st, the difficulty of 
convejdng our sick and w'ounded; 2dly, the want of 
firewood ; 3dly, the want of forage for the cavalry ; 
4thly, the triumph that our abandonment of can- 
tonments would afford the enemy ; Sthly, the risk 
of defeat on the way tliither. On the other hand it 
Mas advanced, 1st, that, though to carrj’ the sick 
would be diJJicuUj it still was not impossible; for 
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SO sliort a distance two, or even three, men could 
he conve 3 ’ed on each doolie ; some might manage 
to -vvallc, and the rest could he mounted on the 
yahoos and camels, on top of their loads ; 2dly, 
although wood was scarce in the Bala liissai-, 
there was enough for purposes of cooking, and 
for the want of Ih’es the troops would he amply 
compensated hy the comparative ease and comfort 
thej’-Avould enjo)’’ in other respects ; Sdly, the horses 
must, in the case of there being no forage, have 
been shot ; hut the want of cavaliy would have 
been little felt in such a situation ; dthly, as we 
should have destroyed all that was valuable before 
leaving, the supposed triumph of the encmj" would 
have been veiy short-lived, and would soon have 
given way to a feeling of disappointment at the 
valueless nature of their acquisition, and of dismay 
at the strength and security of our new position ; 
5thty, the distance did not exceed two miles, and 
one half of that distance was protected hy the 
guns of the Bala Hissar. If we had occupied the 
Seeah Sung hills with a strong party, placing guns 
there to sweep the plain on the cantonment side, 
the enemy could have done little to impede our 
march, without risking a battle with our whole 
force in a fair field, to which they were generally 
averse, but which would, perhaps, have been the 
best mode for us of deciding the struggle. 

F 5 
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To remove so large a force, clogged witli so 
many thousands of camp followers, mthout loss 
of some Idnd, was, of course, next to impossible ; 
but ought such considerations to have interfered 
wth a step which would have been attended in 
the long run ^vith such great military and political 
advantages ? Our troops, once collected in the 
Bala Hissar, could have been spared for offensive 
operations against tlie city and the neighbouring 
forts, by which means plenty of food and forage 
would in all probability have been readily pro- 
cured, while the commanding nature of the po- 
sition would have caused the enemy to despair of 
driving us out, and a large party would probably 
have been ere long formed in our favour. Such 
were the chief arguments employed on cither side ; 
hut Brigadier Shelton having firmly set his face 
against the movement from the first moment of 
its proposition, all serious idea of it was gradually 
abandoned, though it continued to the verj’ last 
a subject of common discussion. 

X^ovemherl 8/A.— Accounts were this day received 
from Jellalahad, that Gen. Sale, having sallied 
from the town, had repulsed the enemy \rith con- 
siderable loss. At the beginning of the insurrcc- 
rion, Gen. Sale’s brigade was at Gundamuk ; and 
I have already mentioned, that an order recalling 
it to Cabul was immediately despatched by tlic 
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Envoy. Gen. Sale, on receipt of it, summoned a 
council of wav, by. whom it was unanimously agreed 
to be impracticable to obe}’' the order. The cir- 
cumstances of his march to .Tellalabad are alread}" 
well known to the public. Tlie liope of liis return 
had tended much to sup]oort our spirits ; our dis- 
appointment was therefore great to learn that all 
expectation of aid from that quarter was at an 
end. Oiu* eyes were now turned towards the 
Candahar force as our last resource, though an 
advance from that quarter seemed scarcely prac- 
ticable so late in the year. 

Much discussion took place this evening re- 
garding the expediency of taking Mahinood Ellian’s 
fort. There were many reasons to urge in favour 
of maldng the attempt. It was one of the chief 
resorts of the rebels dmlng the day, and they had 
established a batteiyof two guns under the walls, 
from which thej^ constantly ^ired upon our forag- 
ing parties, and upon the south-east bastion of 
cantonments. It was about 900 yards distant 
from our rampart, which was too far for breaching 
with the 9-pounders; but a dry canal, which ran 
towards it in a zigzag direction, afforded facilities 
for a regular approach within 300 yards, of which 
advantage might have been taken to enable the 
artillery to make a breach. Secondly, this fort 
commanded the road all the way up to the Bala 
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Hissar, and the possession of it would at once 
have secured to us an easy communication wth 
that place, and with the city. Thirdly, the Envoy 
declared his opinion that the moral effect derived 
from its possession would be more likely to create 
a diversion in our favour than any other blow we 
could strike, as the Aflghans had always attached 
great importance to its occupation. These con- 
siderations had decided the General in favour of 
making the attempt this very night, hy hlow’ing 
open the gate, and a storming party was actually 
warned for the duty, when Lieut. Sturt, the en- 
gineer ofRcer, raising some sudden objection, the 
plan was given up, and never oftcm’ards resumed 
by the military. It was, however, the cause of 
no small astonishment to the officers in the Bala 
Hissar, who, from their commanding situation, 
could observe all that took place on both sides, 
that IMahmood Khan’s fort should have been suf- 
fered to remain in the hands of the enemy, though 
at night it ^vas often garrisoned by a mere handful 
of men. This fort, nevertheless, gave abundant 
occupation to the artillerj*, who, when nothing 
else was going on, vvere frequently employed in 
disturbing the enemy in that quarter uith one of 
the iron 9-pounders, and an occasional shelling 
from the mortar. 

November 19M,— A letter was this day rccco cd 
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by the General from tlie Envoy to tlie following 
effect : — “ That, all hope of assistance from 
Jellalabad being over, it behoved us to take our 
future proceedings into consideration. He him- 
self conceived it oiu- imperative duty to liold on 
as long as possible in our present position, and he 
tliought we might even struggle through the 
whole ndnter by making the !Mahomcdans and 
Christians live chiefly upon flesh, supposing our 
supplies of grain to fail ; by which means, as the 
essentials of wood and water were abundant, he 
considered our position might be rendered impreg- 
nable. A retreat towards Jellalabad would teem 
not only with disaster, but dishonour, and ought 
not to be contemplated until the very last extre- 
mity. In eight or ten days we should be better 
able to judge whether such extremity should be 
resorted to. In that case, we should have to sacri- 
fice not onl}’^ the -vuluable property of Government, 
but his majesty Shah Shoojah, to support whose 
authority we were employed by Government ; and 
even were we to make good om* retreat to Jella- 
labad, we should have no shelter for oru* troops, 
and our camp followers would all be sacrificed. 
He had frequently thought of negotiating, but 
there was no .party of sufficient power and in^ 
fluence to protect us. Another alternative would 
be to throw ourselves into the Bala .Hissar ; but 
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he feared that would be also a disastrous retreat, 
to effect which much property must he neces'saril) 
sacrificed. Our heavy guns might be turned 
against us, and food and fuel might be scarce, for 
a further supply of which we might be dependent 
on sorties into the city, in which, if beaten, we 
must of course be ruined. On the whole, he Mas 
decidedly of opinion that we should hold out ; it 
was still possible that reinforcements might arri\o 
from Candaliar, or something might turn up in 
our favour ; there were liopes, too, that, on the 
setting in of wunter, the enemy w ould disperse. 
He had been long disposed to recommend a blow 
being struck to retrieve our fortunes, such as 
taking hfahmood Khan's fort ; but he had since 
reason to believe this would not answer. In 
eight or ten daj s, he concluded, it would remain 
for the military authorities to determine whether 
there was any chance of improving our position, 
and to decide whether it would be more prudent 
to attempt a retreat to Jellalabad, or to the Bala 
Hissar. If provision sufficient for the winter 
could be procured, on no account would he leave 
the cantonment.” 

A'brmScr The rillage of Bejunaroo (or 

hushandlcss," from a beautiful virgin who was 
buried there) was situated about half a mile to 
the north of cantonments, on the Kohistan road, 
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at the north-east extremity of a hill which 
hounded the plain to the west. As it was huilt 
on a slope, and within mushet-shot, the upper 
houses commanded a large portion of the h'lission 
Compound. From this ^dllage we for a long 
time drew supplies, the Envoy largely hrihiug the 
proprietor, to wliich, however, tlie enemy in some 
measm'e put a stop hy talcing possession of it 
every day. This morning, large bodies of Alfghan 
horse and foot, hating again issued from the city, 
proceeded to crown the summit of the above- 
mentioned hill. It was determined, at the re- 
commendation of the Envoy, to send a party of 
our troops to forestall the enemy in the occupation 
of the village ; and Major Swaync, 5th N. I., was 
appointed to that duty, with a detachment com- 
posed as follows: — a 'Wing 5th N. I., 2 Ee- 
sallas Irregular Horse, 1 Resalla 5th Light 
Cavalry, and one Mountain-train gun. The 
party had ahready reached the village, when it 
was deemed proper to send after it a Horse Ar- 
tillery gun, which I was reguested by the General 
to accompany. Major Swayne, however, it would 
seem by his own account, found the village 
abeady occupied by a body of ICohistanees, and 
the entrance blocked up in such a manner that 
he considered it out of his power to force a 
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passage. On arrinng at the place with the H. A. 
gun, 1 found him in an orchard on the road-side, 
the trees of which partially protected the men 
from a veiy sharp fire, poured in. amongst them 
from the houses. There being no shelter for the 
gun here, nor any mode of employing it to ad- 
vantage, it was ordered to cross some fields to the 
right, and take up a position where it could hest 
fire upon the ^ullage, and upon the heights above 
it, which were now crowded witli the enemy’s 
infantry. In order to protect the horses, I drew 
up the gun near the fort of Zoolfa Klian, under 
the walls of which they had shelter; but for the 
gun itself no other position could be found than 
in the open field, where it was exposed to the full 
fire of the enemy posted in the village and beliind 
the neighbouring walls. Tlie Mountain-train 
gun Nvas also ^vith me, and both did some execu- 
tion among the people on the summit of the hill, 
though to little purpose. 

htajor Swaync, whose orders wore to storm the 
village, would neither go forward nor retire ; but, 
concealing his men under the cover of some low 
, wall, he all day long maintained an useless fire 
on the houses of Beymaroo, without the slightest 
satisfactory result. The cavalry were drawn up 
in rear of the gun on the open plain, as a con- 
spicuous mark for the Kohistances, and where, 
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-as there was nothing for them to do, they ac- 
cordingly did nothing. Thus we ycmained for 
five or six hours, during which time the artillery 
stood exposed to the deliberate aim of the nu- 
merous marksmen who occupied the village and 
its immediate \Tcinity, whose bullets continually 
sang in our ears, often strildng the gun, and 
grazing the ground on which we stood. Only 
two gunners, however, out of six were wounded, 
hut the cavalry in om* rear had many casualties 
both among men and horses. 

Late in the evening, a party of Aflghan horse, 
moving romid from behind Beymaroo, proceeded 
towards a fort in our rear, whence a cross fire was 
opened upon us.' Brigadier Shelton now joined, 
bringing with him a reinforcement from the 5th 
N. I., under Col. Oliver. Major Swayne, with 
two companies, was then sent to reconnoitre the 
fort whence the fire proceeded, and the H. A. 
gun was at the same time moved round, so as 
to bear upon the Afighan cavalry, who hovered 
among the trees in the same quarter. Wliile 
engaged in this operation, I received a bullet 
through the left hand, which for the present ter- 
minated my active services. Shortly after this 
the troops were recalled into cantonments. 

It is worthy of note, that Mahomed Akber 
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Khan, second son of the late Ameer Dost hla- 
homed Khan, arrived in Cahul this night from 
Bameean. This man was destined to exercise an 
evil influence over our future fortunes. Tlie crisis 
of our struggle was already nigh at hand. 
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CHAP. VI. 

A SECOND EXPEDITION TO BEYMAROO, INCREASING NUM- 
BERS AND AMGIDANCE OP THE ENEMY. OUR FORCE 

DRIVEN BACK AVITH SEVERE BOSS. OBSERVATIONS. 

November — This day decided tlie fate of 
tlie Cabul force. At a council held at the 
General’s house on the night of the 22d it was 
determined, on the special recommendation of the 
Emmy, that, in consequence of the inconvenience 
sustained by the enemy so frequently taking pos- 
session of Beymaroo, and interrupting our foraging 
parties, a force, tmder Brigadier Shelton, should on 
the folloAving morning take the village by assault, 
and maintain the hill above it against AA’hatever 
number of the enemy might appear. According^, 
at 2 A. M. the under-mentioned troops '^' moved out 
of cantonments in perfect silence by the Kohistan 

* 1 H. A. gun, under Sergt. Mulhal. 

5 Cos. H, M. 44th, under Capt. Leighton. 

6 Cos. 5th H. I., under Lieut.-Col. Oliver. 

6 Cos. 37th I., under Major Kershaw, H. M. 13th. 

Sappers, 100 men, under Lieut. Laing. 

1 Squadron 5th Lt. Cav., under Capt. Bott. 

1 Ditto Irregular Horse, under Lieut. Walker. 

100 men, Anderson’s Horse. 
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gate, and skirting the miisjed immediately oppo- 
site, which was held hy a company of HerMajes^ s 
44th, took the direction of the gorge at the fur- 
ther extremity of the Beymaroo hill, which they 
ascended, draggmg the gun to the top with great 
difRcuIty, from tlie rugged and steep nature of the 
side, which labour was greatly facilitated by the 
exertions of 200 commissariat suiwoons, who had 
\olunteercd for the occasion The whole force 
then moved to the knoll at the N E extremity 
of the hill, which erhung the village of Bey ma- 
roo The gun was placed m position commanding 
an enclosure m the village, which, from its fires, 
was judged to bo the pnncipal biiouac of the 
enemy, and a sharp fire of grape commenced, 
which CMdently created great confusion, but it 
was presently answered by a discharge of juzails , 
the enemy forsaking the open space, and cohering 
themselves m the houses and towers to this we 
replied m the intenals of the cannonade by dis- 
charges of musketry It was suggested by Capt 
Bellow and others to Brigadier Shelton to storm 
the ullage, while the cMdcnt panic of the enemy 
lasted, under co>cr of the darkness, there being 
no moon to tins the Brigadier did not accede 
Wlicn the day broke, parties of the enemy were 
descried hurrying from tlie aallage, and taking 
across the plain towards the distant fort, their fire 
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having previously slackened from the failure of 
their ammunition. At this time, certainly, not 
above 40 men remained in the village. A storm- 
ing party, consisting of ^ companies 37th N. L 
and some Europeans, under Mn-jors Swayno and 
Kersliaw, were ordered to carry the village ; but 
Major Swayne, taking a uTong direction, missed 
the principal entrance, which was open, and ar- 
rived at a small kirkhce, or Avicket, which was 
barricaded, and which he had no means of 
forcing, so that he was obliged to cover himself 
and his men as well as he could from the sure aim 
of the enemy’s marksmen, by whose fire his party 
suffered considerably, himself being sliot through 
the ircck. 

After remaining thus for about half an hour, he 
was recalled by the Brigadier, who observed large 
bodies of armed men pomdng out from the city 
towards the scene of conflict. Meanwhile Lieut. 
Walker had been directed to lead his irregular 
horse down into the plain on the west side of the 
hill, to cut off such fugitives from the wllageashe 
might be able to intercept, and to cover himself 
from the fire of infantry under the walls of an old 
fort not far from the base of the hill. Brigadier 
Shelton, leaving three companies of the 37th N. I. 
in the knoll above Beymaroo as a reserve, under 
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^lajor Kershaw, moved back with the troops and 
guns to the part of the hill which overlooked the 
gorge. 

Shortly after this it was suggested to raise a 
sunga, or stone breastwork, for the protection of 
the troops wholly exposed to the distant fire of 
the enemy’s juzails; ljut this proposition was not 
acted on. Immense numbers of the enemy, issuing 
from the city, had now c^o^^led the summits of 
the hill opposite tlie gorge, — in all, probably 
10,000 men. The plain on the west of the two 
hills was swept by swarms of their cavalry, who 
evidently designed to cut off the small party of 
Irregular Horse under Lieut. "Walker •, while the 
failure of our attempt to storm the village had 
rendered it easy for the enemy to throw strong 
reinforcements into it, and to supply the ammu- 
nition of which they had been in groat want. 

About 7 A. M., the fire from the enemy’s hill 
was so galling, tlmt the few skirmishers sent to 
the brow of our hill could with difficulty retain 
their posts. As an instance of the backwardness 
which no\v began to develop itself among our 
men, it must be menUoned, that Lieut.-Coh 
Oliver endeavoured to induce a party of his own 
Tegiment to foWow Vnm to the brow of the hih, to 
keep do^vn the sharp fire of a number of the 
enemy, who had ensconced themselves in a small 
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ravine commanding the foremost square ; not a 
man would follow him, — and it was only after 
that hrave officer had gone forward himself into 
the thickest of the lire, saying, “ Although my 
men desert me, I myself will do my duty,” that 
about a dozen were shamed into performing 
theirs. The remainder of the troops (the in- 
fantry formed into two squares, and the cavalry 
being drawn up oyiassc imniediatol}’^ in their 
rear) suffered severely, without being able to re- 
taliate, from the comparatively short range of the 
musket. Our single gun maintained as hot a lire 
on the masses of the enemy as possible, doing 
great execution ; but the want of a second gun 
to take up the lire was sensibly felt, inasmuch as, 
after a short time, the vent became too hot for the 
artillerymen to serve. This state of things con- 
tinued until between 9 and 10 o’clock, when a 
large party of the enemy’s cavahy threatened our 
right flank, and, to prevent his destruction, Lieut. 
Walker was recalled. This demonstration, how- 
ever, was repulsed by a well-directed discharge of 
shrapnell from the H. A. gun, by one of which a 
chief of consequence, supposed to be Abdoollah 
Khan, Achulczye, was mortally wounded. 

By the recall of Lieut. Walker the enemy were 
enabled to surround our position at all points, ex- 
cept that facing the cantonments ; our gun am- 
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munition uas almost expended, and the men ^vere 
faint ivitK fatigue and thirst (no tvater heing pro- 
curable), while the number of killed and n ounded 
was snelied everj instant 

About this time (between 10 and 11 A. ^i), 
large bodies of the enemy's infantry adianced 
acioss the plain from the Shah Bigh to the end 
of the hill, to cut off the supplies of ammunition 
coming from cantonments, as also the dhoolies on 
which we endeavoured to send olF a few of the 
wounded These, howeier, were checked by a 
party of our troops in the musjed, opposite the 
Kohistan gate, and by about fifty juzailchees 
under the temporary command of Capt. Trevor, 
(Capt. Mackenzie, their leader, having been re- 
quested by Brigadier Shelton to act as one of the 
staff for the da^,) who lined some low walls and 
watercourses, as well as by frequent discharges of 
round shot and sliripnell from the cantonment 
guns under Lieut Warburtou 

Previously to tins, numbers of the most dinng 
Glnzees had descended into the gorge, and, 
taking advantage of some hillocks on the ascent 
towards our position, had crept gradually up, 
maintaining a deadly fire on our skirmishers, who 
were, unfortunately, wholly exposed, they be- 
came at length disheartened, and gave way. At 
this moment the Bngndicr offered a reward of 
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100 rupees to any man wlio should take a flag of 
the enemy, which had been planted behind a 
tumulus about thirty yards in front of the square, 
and he fruitlessly endeavoured to induce the men 
to charge bayonets ; several of the officers at the 
same time advanced to the front, and actually 
pelted the enemy with stones.^ All attempts, 
however, to encourage our men were in vain. 
The attacking party were now emboldened to 
make a rush upon our gun ; our cavalry were 
ordered to charge, but again in vain, for the 
men would not follow their officers. -I' The panic 
spread, and our troops gave way, except the 
second square, which had been formed about 200 
yards in the rear, and three companies under 
Major Kershaw at the other extremity of the 
hill ; behind this second square the officers with 
great difficulty rallied the fugitives, leaving the 


* The names of this little band of heroes deserve to be 
recorded : they were Capt. Macintosh and Lieut. Laing, who 
were almost instantly killed, and Capts. Mackenzie, Troup, 
and Leighton ; the latter fell in the retreat of the army from 
Cabul, the other two happily still survive to fight their 
country’s battles : of such men the Indian army may well be 
proud. 

■f Capts. Bott and Collyer, 5th Light Cavalry ; Lieut. 
Walker, Irregular Horse ; Bussular Ishmael Khan, Jemadar 
Synd, Mahomed Synd, and Mirza Musseer Be}', of Ander- 
son’s Horse. 
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gun in the hands of the enemy, -svho lost no time 
in u'dlLing off n'lth the limber and horses 

B) this time the news of Abdoolah Klian’s 
w ound had spread among the ranks of the enemj , 
causing great confusion, which ei.tended to tlie 
Ghazees now in possession of the gun This, and 
the tolerably firm attitude resumed bj our troops, 
induced them to content themselves with the 
limber and liorses, and retire Their retreat gav e 
fresh courage to our disheartened soldiers, who 
again took jiosscssion of the gun, and advanced to 
the brow of the hiU, where were found the bodies 
of Capt ^lacmtosh and Lieut Laing, as well as 
those of tlie soldiers slain in the onset, including 
two H A men, who, vvatli a devotedness worth) 
of British soldiers, had penshed wlule vainl) en- 
deaiounijg to defend their charge Some fresh 
gun ammunition having now arrived from canton- 
ments, carried h) Lascars, a fire w as attain opened 
on the ranks of the cnemj , but we were unable 
to push the advantage gamed b) tlie momentar) 
disonlcr alluded to above, because, m fact, the 
cavalr) would not act In the observations on 
this action, made hereafter, there will he found 
some palliation for the backwardness of the 
cavalrj on this occasion, in spite of the gallant 
bearing of their leaders, tlic infantr) were too 
few, and too much worn out and disheartened, to 
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be able to make a forward movement. The con- 
sequence was, that not only did the whole force 
of the enemy come on with renewed vigour and 
spirits, maintaining at the same time the Altai 
juzail Are uducli had already so grievously thinned 
our ranks, but fresh numbers poured out of the 
city, and from the surrounding villages, until the 
hill occupied b}’^ them scarcely afforded room for 
them to stand. 

This unequal conAict having lasted until past 
noon, during which period reinforcements and an 
additional gun had been in vain solicited from the 
cantonments. Brigadier Shelton sent Capt. ]Mac- 
kenzie to request Major Kershaw to move up his 
reserve (which could scarcely so be called, having 
been the whole day hard pressed by large bodies of 
the enemy in the village, and by parties occupjnng 
ruins and broken ground on the skirts of his posi- 
tion). The Major, fearing that, if he abandoned 
the knoll on which he had been stationed, our 
retreat to the cantonments (then becoming more 
and more imperatively necessary) might be cut 
off, made answer, that “ he begged to suggest, 
that the Brigadier should fall back upon him.” 
Before this message could be delivered, the front 
ranks of the advanced square, at the Brigadier’s 
extremity of the hill, had been literally mowed 
down ; — most of the artillerymen, who per- 
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formed their duty in a manner is Inch is bej ond 
praise, shared the same fate Tlie manoeuvre 
practised by the Ghazees previouslj n as repeated 
by still greater numbers The endont unsteadi 
ness of our troops, and the imminent danger to 
which the gun w as a second time exposed, induced 
the Brigadier, after repeated suggestions from 
Serg ^lulhall, who commanded the batterj, to 
order the gun to be limbered up — a second limber 
having am\cd from cantonments — and to retire 
towards ^[ajor Kershau’s position Scarcclj had 
this mo\ ement been commenced, wlien a rush from 
the Ghazees completely broke the square —all 
order was at an end — the entreaties and com 
mands of the officers, endcaiounng to rall^ the 
men, were not even listened to, and an utter 
rout ensued down the lull m the direction of 
cantonments, the cncmj closely following, whose 
caialrj, in particular, made a fearful slaughter 
among the unresisting fugitives Major Kershaw’s 
part}, porceuing this disaster, cndcaiourcd to 
escape , but strong patties, issuing from the ul- 
lage, cut off their retreat, and thus great numbers 
of our Sepojs perished the grenadier compnn, 
espccialU, was all but nnnihilatcd The mingled 
tide of flioht and pursuit scemtd, to tliosc who 
manned the walls of cantonment, to bo about 
to enter the gate together, and, bj some fatnhtj, 
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the ammunition of the great guns in battery noth- 
in the cantonments was ahnost expended. A 
heavy fire, however, was opened from the Shah’s 
5th Infantry in the Mission Compound : a fresh 
troop of the 5 th Cavah’y, under Lieut. Hardy man, 
charged across the plain towards the enemy, joined 
by Lieut. WaUcer, who had rallied fifteen or twenty 
of his own men ; during which gallant effort this 
most promising and brave young ofiicer received 
a mortal wound. These operations, assisted by a 
sharp discharge from the juzailchees under Capt. 
Trevor, contributed to check the pinsuit ; and it 
was observed at the time, and afterwards ascer- 
tained to be correct, that a chief (Osman Khan) 
voluntarily halted his followers, who were among 
the foremost, and led them off ; which may be 
reckoned, indeed, the chief reason why all of our 
people, who on that day went forth to battle, were 
not destroyed. Our loss was tremendous ; the 
principal part of the wounded having been left in 
the field, including Lieut.-Col. Oliver, where they 
were miserably cut to pieces. Our gun and 
second limber, which, while endeavouring to gal- 
lop down the hill, had overturned on rough ground, 
we had the mortification to behold triumphantly 
carried off by the enemy. 

About half an hom* previous to the flight of 
our troops, a note had been written to the Assist.- 
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Adjt -Gen bj Capt Troup, earnestly requesting 
tint the ^lountain tram gun, winch Ind bj that 
time been repaired, nn^bt be sent ent intb the 
least possible delay , and tlie first idea tint sug- 
gested Itself to that ofiicer after our defeat was, 
that by quicUy bringing this gun to bear upon 
the H A gun, then in the hands of the enemy , 
the latter might still be saved He therefore 
galloped with speed to cantonments, here finding 
the Mountain tram gun just ready to start, lie 
was on the point of leading n out of the gate, 
when his progress was interrupted by the Assist - 
Adjt Gen , on the plea that it would now be of 
no use Tlus is the more to be lamented, ns, from 
the spot occupied by Capt Trcaor's juzavlchecs, 
who, protoct'*d by a low wall, still kept up a sharp 
and cflectual fire on the enemy , the range to the 
vide of the hill wlicnce the AfFghans were cn- 
dea^ curing to carry oft the captured gun, about 
which they clustered in thousands, was so short, 
that grape, tacnfroin a small caliber, must ha\c 
prcaonted the execution of their intentions Had 
the company of fresh infantry, which was drawn 
up outside the gate under command of Lieut 
Alexander, ino\ cd forward in company with the 
mountain gun to the support of the aboie gallant 
handful of juzailcliecs, excellent senice inioht 
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have been rendered. But it seemed as if we were 
under the ban of Heaven. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

In this miserable and disastrous affair no less 
than six great errors must present themselves, 
even to the most unpractised military eye, each 
of which contributed in no slight degree to the 
defeat of oiu troops, opposed as they were by 
ovei^vhehning numbers. 

1st. The first and perhaps most fatal mis- 
take of all was the taking out a single gun. The 
General Order by the Marquess of Hastings, 
expressly forbidding less than two guns to take 
the field, under any circumstances or on any 
pretence whatever, when another is available, 
must be well known at least to every officer 
who has served in India. Tliis positive pro- 
hibition was the offspring of dearly-bought ex- 
perience ; and the action of Beymaroo affords 
another convuicing example of the risk to which 
a single gun is exposed, when unsupported by 
the fire of a second. It was certainly the Briga- 
dier’s intention to take the mountain gun also ; 
but this had unfortunately been disabled on the 
previous day, and it had been twice specially re- 
ported, both to the Brigadier and to the General 
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the foregoing night, hy Capt. Trowp, that it could 
not he got ready before 12 a.m. on the following 
day. 

2dly. The second error is scarcel}’ less evident 
than the first. — Had immediate advantage been 
taken of the panic which our iinexpected can- 
nonade created among the possessors of the vil- 
lage, — whose slack fire afforded svilTicient cndence 
of the actual fact that they were not only con- 
temptible in numbers, but short of ammunition, 
— had, I say, a storming party been led to the 
attack under covet of the darkness, wluch would 
have nullified the advantage they possessed in 
being under cover, the place must inevitably have 
fallen into our hands, and thus would the principal 
object of the salJy have been gained, and a good 
line of retreat secured for our troops in case of 
necessity. 

Sdly. The third error was so manifest as to be 
quite unaccountable. A party of 100 sappers 
I had accompanied the force for the express purpose 
of raising a sitnga. Tlic fittest place for such a 
work would have been half-way along the ridge 
occupied hy us, where our troops would then have 
been wholly protected from the fire of the juzails 
from the opposite lull, while the enemy could not 
have advanced to the attack without exposing 
tliemselvcs to the full effects of our musketrj* and 
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grape. It would, in fact, have infused into oi 
troops a sense of security from any sudden char^ 
of the enemy’s horse, and at the same time ha-\ 
enabled our own cavalry to issue forth with tl 
assurance of having in their rear a place of d( 
fence, on which to fall back, if hard pressed I 
the enemy. It has been seen that no such defem 
was raised. 

4thly. All have heard of the British squares i 
Waterloo, which defied the repeated desperal 
onsets of Napoleon’s choicest cavalry. At Bei 
maroo we formed squares to resist the distant jit 
of infantry, thus presenting a solid mass again 
the aim of perhaps the best marksmen in tli 
world, the said squares being securely perched o 
the summit of a steep and narrow ridge, up whic 
no cavalry could charge with effect. A Penii 
sular General would consider this to be a nov( 
fashion ; yet Brigadier Shelton had the benefit ( 
Peninsular experience in his younger days, and, 
must be owned, was never sm’passed in dauntlei 
bravery. 

Sthly. Our cavalry, instead of being found upo 
the plain, where they might have been useful i 
protecting our line of communications with th 
cantonments, and would have been able to advanc 
readily to' any point where their services migl 
have been required, were hemmed in between tw 
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infantry squares, and exposed for sever'd hours to 
i destructue 6re from the enemy’s juzails, on 
ground where, even under the most fa\ourahle 
circumstances, they could not have acted with 
effect This false and unsatisfactory position of 
course discouraged the troopers, and, nhen tlie 
infantry finally ga\e avay, the two arms of the 
semce became mixed up m a w ay that greatly 
increased the general confusion, and rendered it 
impossible for the infantry to rally, e\en had they 
been so disposed The truth is, that the caialry 
weio not allowed fair pKy, and such a position 
must haic disgusted and dispirited any troops 
Cthly Shortly after our rcgaimng possession of 
the gun, one of the Brigadier s staff, Capt Mac- 
kenzie, feeling conainccd that, from tlio temper 
of the troops, and from the impossibility of recti- 
fy nig the false position in ninch the force was 
placed, not only was success beyond hope, but 
that defeat in its most di'^astrous shape was fast 
approaching, proposed to the Brigadier to endea 
sour to cfllct a retreat, while it was yet in his 
power to do so with compantuc impuniti IIis 
reply was, “ Oh, no' wc will hold the hiU some 
time longer At that time, even if the slaughter 
of the soldiery, the loss of ofiiccrs, the endent 
panic m our ranks, mid the worse than false 
nature of our position, had not been sufficient to 
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open all eyes as to tlie impossibility even of par- 
tial success, (for tbe real object of the expedition, 
^dz. the possession of the village of Beymaroo, 
had been, as it were, abandoned from the very 
hrst,) the weakness and exhaustion of both men 
and horses, who were not only worn out by bodily 
fatigue, but suffering grievously from extreme 
thirst and the debility attendant on long fasting, 
ought to have banished all idea of further delay- 
ing a movement, in which alone lay the slightest 
chance of preserving to their country lives, by the 
eventual sacrifice of which not even the only so- 
lace to the soldier in the hour of misfortune, the 
consciousness of unimpaired honour, was likely to 
be gained. 
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CHAP. VII. 

OUB PASSIVENESS. COXFERGNCC3 AS1> NEGOTIATIONS 

WITH THE ISSUBGENT cnlEFS. LOSS OP UAIlOMEP 
SDEBEBp's FORT. —TERMS AORCED OX. 

2^^ove7nber 24^^.— *Our troops had now lost nil 
confidence ; and even such of tlie officers as had 
hitherto indulged the hope of a favourable turn 
in our affairs began at last reluctantly to enter- 
tain gloomy forebodings as to our future fate. 
Our force resembled a ship in danger of wrecking 
among rocks and slioals, for want of an able pilot 
to guide it safely through them. Even now, at 
the eleventh hour, had the helm of affairs been 
grasped by a hand competent to the important 
task, we might perhaps have steered clear of de- 
struction ; but, in the nbsciiccof any such deliverer, 
it was but too evident that Heaven alone could 
save us by some unforeseen interposition. The 
spirit of the men was gone j the influence of the 
officers over them declined daily ; and that boasted 
discipline, which alone renders a handful of our 
troops superior to an irregular nuillitudc, began 
fast to disappear from amaitg its. The enemy, on 
the other hand, waxed bolder every day and every 
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hour, nor was it long ere we got accustomed to 
be bearded with impunity from under the very 
ramparts of our garrison. 

I have already mentioned the new bridge thrown 
over the river by Gen. Elphinstone : this the 
enemy, advancing up the bed of the river under- 
cover of the bank, to-day began to demolish. I 
must do Brigadier Shelton the justice to say that 
he, seeing the vast importance of the bridge in 
case of a retreat (an alternative of which he never- 
lost sight), had strongly urged the erection of a 
field-work for its protection ; hr fact, there was a 
small unfinished fort near at hand, which one 
night’s work of the sappers would have rendered 
fit for the purpose, and a small detachment thrown 
into it would have pei-fectly commanded the 
bridge. But madness was equally apparent in all 
that was done or left undone ; even this simple 
precautioir was neglected, and the result will be 
seen in the sequel. 

Capt. Conolly now wrote in from the Bala Hissar, 
strongly advising an immediate retreat thither, on 
which movement several of the chief military 
and all the political officers considered our only 
hope of holding out through the winter to de- 
pend, But the old objections were still urged 
against the measure by Brigadier Shelton and 
others ; and the General, in a letter this day ad- 
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dressed to the Enroj, expressed Ins opinion that 
the movement, if not altogether impossible, 
would be attended mtb great dilBcultj, encum- 
bered as we should he with numerous sick and 
wounded The enemy would doubtless oppose us 
with their whole force, and the greater part of tlie 
troops would be required to cover the operation, 
thus leaving the cantonments imperfectly de- 
fended , that the men were harassed, dispmted, 
and greatlj reduced m numbers , and fiilurc 
would be attended with certain destruction to tlie 
whole force To remove the ammunition and 
stores would bo the work of several dajs, during 
which the enera} would hover around, and offer 
every obstacle to our operations Our wounded 
were increased, whilst our means of convcjing 
them were diminished Would the Bah ILssar 
hold the force with all the followers ? Water wis 
already said to be selling there at a high pnee * 
We had barel) tvveutj dajs supply of provisions 
in the cantouraents , and, even supposing we 
could find means to carrj it with us, there \%ns no 
jirospect of obtaining more in the Bala Ilissar 
A retreat tlicnce would be worse than from our 
present position, after having abandoned our 
cattle , and the sick and wounded must fac left 


* T1 u rc; ort was cntircb untrue 
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"behind us.” In these opinions Brigndicr Slielton 
entirety couciUTod. An appalling list of ob- 
jections, it must ho confessed, but insuflicicnt to 
shake my belief that a removal of the force into 
the Bala Hissar Avas not only practicable but 
necessary for our safety and honour; while the 
risks attending it, though formidable, were only 
such as we ought, as soldiers, to have unhesi- 
tatingty incurred. Shah Shoojah had moreover 
declared himself impatient to receive us ; and, 
even had the dreaded ruin overwhelmed us in the 
attempt, would it not have been a more manly 
and honourable course, than the inglorious treaty 
we shortly afterwards entered into with a trea- 
cherous band of rebels, by which we deserted the 
sovereign whom it was our duty to protect to the 
last drop of our blood ? Had we boldly sallied 
forth, preferring death to dishonour, would not 
the fate of our poor fellows have been an hundred- 
fold happier than that they subsequently ex- 
perienced in their miserable retreat, inasmucli as 
they would have died in the consciousness of 
having bravely done their duty ? Never were 
troops exposed to greater hardships and dangers ; 
yet, sad to say, never did soldiers shed their blood 
with less beneficial result than during the invest- 
ment of the British lines at Cabul. Wliile, there- 
fore, justice is done to the memory of the dead, 
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and those, ^^llO encountered a thousand perils m 
the brave and skilful performance of theur dutj , 
must be held up to that honour which is their 
due — while the tear of pitj maj well boshed 
at their untimely fate— the blame and discredit 
also must be thuirSi w ho rendered nugatorj all the 
oblations of blood tint were offered, all tlic ad 
^ antiges tint were gamed, and finally in\ oh cd a 
still formidable force in rum and disgr-’cc But 
to return to nij nirratii e 

A letter to the address of the Em o) w ns this 
day recoined from Osman Khan*, Barukzjt, a 
near relative of the new Kang, and gcncrnllj sup- 
posed to haie a favournblc hearing towards us, 

« herein he took credit to linnsclf for hniing 
“checked the ardour of his followers m tlicir 
pursuit of our flying troops on the preceding da}, 
when, bj following up tbcir success, the loss of 
our cantonments niifl the destruction of our force 
was inentablc, but that it was not the wish of 
the chiefs to proceed to such dreadful extremities, 
their sole desire being that we •should quietly 
Liaciiate the country, Jcaving them togoieni U 
according to their own rules, and with n king of 
their owai choosing ' On the receipt of thu 
iheudJy conninjjncaXJDjj, the Envoy rcgucatcd the 

• ThiscliefladsheUcrel Capt Bniminonil m Im o«rn 
1 0U5C since U c first Jav of tl e outbrenK 
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General to state Iris opinion regarding tlie pos- 
sibility, in a military point of view, of retaining 
our position in tbe cantonments ; as, in case of a 
negative reply, be might be able to’ enter into 
negotiations with the existing rulers of the 
countiy. 

The General replied to the effect that “ wo 
had now been in a state of siege for three 
weeks ; our provisions were nearly expended, 
and our forage entirely consumed, witliout the 
prospect of procuring a fresh supply ; that our 
troops were much reduced by casualties, and the 
large number of sick and wounded increased 
almost daily ; and that, considering the difficulty 
of defending the extensive and ill-situated can- 
tonment, the near approach of winter, the fact of 
our communications being cut off, and that we 
had no prospect of reinforcement, with the whole 
country in arms against us, he did not think it 
possible to retain our present position in the 
country, and therefore thought the Envoy ought 
to avail himself of the offer to negotiate, which 
had been made him.” 

November 27 th. — Nothing else of consequence 
took place until this morning, when two deputies 
from the assembled chiefs, having made their 
appearance at the bridge, were ushered into can- 
tonments by Capts. Lawrence and Trevor, the 
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Emoj having agreed to confer with them, on 
condition that nothing should he proposed which 
It would be derogatory in him to consider The 
internew took place in the officers’ guard room 
at the eastern gate, the exact puticulars did not 
transpire, but the demands made b) the chiefs 
ivere such as it was impossible to comply with, 
and the deputies took leaie of the Envoj with 
the exclamation that “we should meet again in 
battle ** We shall at all cients meet," replied 
Sir William, “ at the daj of judgment ” At night 
the Eniov received a letter from the chiefs, pro* 
posing terms of so disgraceful and insulting a 
nature as seemed at once to preclude all hope of 
terminating our difiicultics bj treat) Tlie tenor 
of them was as follows “ That we should dehicr 
up Shall Sboojah and his whole famil) , Inj dowm 
our arms, and make an unconditional surrender, 
when tliey might porliaps be induced to spare our 
lues, and allow us to leave the country on con- 
dition of neier returning” Ihe Emoj's rcpij 
was sucli as well became the rcprcscntatiic of his 
countrj’s honour “lie was astonislied,’ he said, 
“at their departing from that good faith for which 
he had giicn them credit, b} violaling the con- 
ditions on which he had been led to entertain 
proposals for a pacific arrangement , that the 
terms they proposed were too dishonourable to 



cnAP.Yli.] WITH THli INSURGENT CHIEFS. 139 

be entertamed for a moment; and that, if the}’- 
persisted in them, he must again appeal to arms, 
leaving the result to the God of battles." 

December 1^#. — No active renewal of hostilities 
took place until to-day, when a desperate effort 
was made by the enemy to gain possession of the 
Bala Hissar, which they endeavoured to effect by 
a night attack, in the first instance, on the 
Bourge-i-lakh, an isolated tower forming an out- 
work to the fortress, and from its elevated posi- 
tion commanding almost tlie entire ivorks. This 
point was, however, strongly reinforced udthout 
delay by Major Ewart, commanding the garrison, 
and notwithstanding the detennined spirit ex- 
liibited by the enemj’’, who made repeated charges 
up the hill, they were repulsed with considerable 
slaughter. 

December 4'th. — At an early hour the enemy 
moved out in force from the city, and, having 
crowned the Beymaroo hills, posted two guns in 
the gorge, from wliich they maintained a tolerably 
brisk fire for several hours into the cantonments, 
effecting fortunately but little mischief ; in the 
evening they, as usual, retired to their respective 
haunts. Dm’ing the night a rush was suddenly 
made by a party of Affghans to the gate of Ma- 
homed Shereeff’s fort, garrisoned by om* troops, 
which they attempted, in imitation of om- own 
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method at tlie taking of Ghuznec, to blow ope 
with poiider bags, but wtliout success. 

December 5fA. — This daj the enemy complete 
the destruction of our bridge oier the niei 
mIucIi they commenced on the 2 Mb ult,, n 
precaution having been taken to prcicnl tb 
ewl Daj after daj ne quietly looked on nitli 
out an effort to save it, orders being in lam soli 
cited by lanotts officers for preventive measure 
to be adopted In consequence of tbc cncnu 
having commenced niimng one of the towers o 
Jrahomed ShercefTs fort, the garrison was re 
inforced, and Lieut. Sturt succeeded during tin 
night in destroying the mine Tins, however 
could onl} be effected at the c\pense of opening 
a pas-?agc under thcvvalls, winch it became ncces 
sary to barricade , and alihovigh tins measure o 
precaution was efficiently executed, such was tin 
nervous state of Uic party composing lljegarnson, 
tint no reliance could be placed on their stability 
in case of an attack 

December Cth — Tlie garrison of ^^allOl^cd 
SbereefTs fort was relieved at an early hour by ont 
company of 11. M.*)* d hb, under Lieut Grey , and 
one company 37ihN. I. under Litut. Haw troy, an 
.imply sufficient force for tbc defence of tbc place 
against any sudden onset , but, unhappily , tbc ftars 
of the old garrison were communicated to the ntw, 
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and, o^Ying to the representations of Lieut. Tlan- 
trey, the defences Avere minutely examined hy 
Lieut. Sturt, the garrison engineer, and hy him 
pronounced to he complete. Scarcedy, however, had 
that officer returned to cantonments, ere inform- 
ation was conveyed to the General that the de- 
tachment, having been seized with a panic, liad 
talccn flight over the walls, and abandoned the 
fort to the enemy. It would appear that a small 
party of juzailchecs, having crept up to the un- 
dermined tower under cover of the trees in the 
Shah Bagh, had fired upon the garrison through 
the barricaded breach which T have above de- 
scribed, unfortunately wounding Lieut. Grey, 
upon whose departure for medical aid the Euro- 
peans, deprived of their oflicer, lost what little 
confidence they had before possessed, and, col- 
lecting their bedding under the walls, betrayed 
symptoms of an intention to retreat. 'J'he enemy 
meanwhile, emboldened by the slackened fire of 
the defenders, approached momentarily nearer to 
the walls, and, making a sudden rush to the barri- 
cade, completed the panic of the garrison, wlio 
now made their escape over the walls in the 
greatest consternation, deaf to the indignant re- 
monstrances of their gallant commander, who in 
vain entreated them not to disgrace themselves 
and liim by such cowardly proceedings. Even 
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tlie Sepoys, who at first reiuTined stiunch, con- 
taminat^jd by the bad cxNTnple set them by their 
European hretliren, refused to rally , and Lieut 
Hawtrtj, finding himself deserted bj all, was 
obliged reluctantly to foHon, being the hst to 
leave the fort It is, howeier, worthj of men- 
tion, that two Scpojs of tlic 37th N I were left 
dead in the fort, and two others were wounded, 
while not a man of the 4-fth was touched, e\- 
cepting one whose hand suffered from the acci- 
dental cNplosion of a grenade 
The cnemj, though at first few in numbers, 
were not slow to at ail thcnisehes of the ndnntigc 
afforded them by this miserable conduct of our 
troops, and tlieir banner was soon planted in tri- 
umph on the walls, amidst the e\uUing shouts of 
hundreds Much recnmmation took place be- 
tween the Luropcans and the Sepoys engaged in 
this nfiUir, each declaring the other had been the 
first to run, and a court of inquiry was nsscmlilcd 
to inicstigatc the matter, the result of which, 
though never entirely duulged, was generally sup- 
posed to be faiourablc to the Sepoys, it benign 
known fact, that the Luropoans had brought off 
nearly all ihtir bedding safe, whilst the Sepoys Ind 
left everything behind At nil events, a circum- 
stanccsooii occurred, which abundantly testified the 
impression made on (hose in command At this 
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time the bazar village Avns garrisoned by a party 
of H. !M.’s 4' kb, Avbo, on observing tbc flight of 
the soldiers from I^Iahoincd Shcrccff’s fort, were 
actually on the point of abandoning their own 
post, Avhen they were observed and slopped by 
some ofHcers, of whom one was Lieut. White, the 
adjutant of the regiment; but so little dependence 
could now be placed on their stability, that a 
guard from the 37th N. I. was stationed at the 
entrance of the bazar, with strict orders to pre- 
vent the exit of any Europeans on duty in the 
place. 

December ill. — Tiic European garrison was 
this day withdrawn from the bazar, and a com- 
pany of the 37th E. I. substituted in their room ! 
This, being the weakest point of our defences, 
had hitherto been protected entirely by parties 
of H. M.’s 44th, which post of honour they were 
now considered unworthy to retain. 

I may here be excused for ofleritig a few briej* 
remarks. 

In the course of this narrative, I liavc been 
compelled by stern truth to note down facts 
nearly affecting the honour and interests of a 
Britisb regiment. It may, or rather I fear it 
must, ineAutably happen that my unreserved state- 
ments of the Cabul occurrences will prove un- 
acceptable to many, whose" private or public feel- 
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mgs are interested in glossing o\er or suppressing 
the numerous errors committed and censures 
desen edlj incurred But my Iicntt tells me that 
no paltry motii es of ti\ nlty or malice influence 
mj pen, rather a sincere and honest desire to 
benefit the public scmcc, bj pointing out the 
rocks on which our reputation was wrecked, the 
means by which our honour was sullied and onr 
Indian empire endangered, os a warning to future 
actors in similar 'ccncs In a word, I bchcac that 
more good is likely to ensue from the publication 
of the whole unmitigated truth, than from a mere 
garbled statement of it. A kingdom has been 
lost — an army slam -and surely, if I can show 
that, had wc been but true to oursches, and had 
Mgorotis measures been adopted, the result might 
liaae been widcl;j different, 1 shall ha\e writlen 
an instructive lesson to rulers and subjects, to 
generals and armies, and shall not have incurred 
in \ am the disapprobation of the •«elf interested 
or the proud It is notorious that tlic 1 1th foot 
had been for a long time previous to these occur- 
rences in a state of wofid dctcnoration I firmly 
behevethatin this, and in every other respect, they 
stood alone as a regiment of that noble army whose 
glorious deeds m all quarters of the globe have 
fonncd,wit!i tlioscof the British imvj, the fouruh- 
tion of our national pnde, and have supplied for 
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ages to come a tlieme of wonder and admiration. 
The regiment in question fell a prey to a vital 
disease, which the Horse Guards alone could have 
remedied, and which is now beyond the reach of 
proper investigation. May a redeeming glory and 
renown rise from its ashes ! 

The alarming discovery having been made that 
our supply of provisions had been materially" 
overrated, and that not even a sufficiency for one 
day remained in store, Capt. Hay was despatched 
with a convoy of military stores into the Bala 
Hissar, with orders to bring back the animals 
laden with grain. He started several hours be- 
fore daybreak, but on reaching the Seeah Sung 
hill, a few straggling shots being fired upon his 
rear, the men riding the laden yahoos (Afighan 
ponies) were panic-stricken, and, hastily casting 
the loads to the ground, galloped for safety to 
the front. Much private property was lost at the 
same time, for, notwithstanding all the opposi- 
tion that had been made to the proposal of a 
retreat to the Bala Hissar, the General in some 
degree deferred to the opinions of those who fa- 
voured the movement, by adopting the half-mea- 
sure of sending in magazine supplies from time 
to time by driblets. This led many to suppose 
that the whole force would sooner or later retreat 
thither, and accordingly advantage was taken of 
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• every opportunity to send in a few private neces* 
saries in advance. On this occasion the attempt 
failed in the manner I have above related ; but 
Capt. Hay nevertheless accomplished the primary 
object of his journey, hy bringing back as much 
provisions as could be collected on so short a 
notice. 

liecemher ^th . — The Envoy, having addressed 
a public letter to the General, requested him to 
state whether or not it was his opinion that 
any further attempt to hold out against the 
enemy would merely have the effect of sacrificing 
both His Majesty Shah Slioojah and ourselves; and 
whether, supposing this to be so, the only alter- 
native left was not to negotiate for our safe re- 
treat out of the country, on the most favourable 
terms possible V’ The General, in. reply, stated 
his conviction that the present situation of the 
troops was such, from the want of provisions and 
the impracticability of procuring more, that no 
time ought to be lost in entering into negotia- 
tions for a safe retreat from the country : That, 
as regarded the troops at Candabar, and the 
rumours of their approach to our assistance, he 
would be sorry, in the absence of all authentic 
information, to risk the sacrifice of the troops by 
waiting for their arrival, when we were ignorant 
even of their having commenced their march, and 
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were reduced to three days’ supply of provisions 
for our Sepoys at half rations, and almost with- 
out any forage for our horses and cattle : That 
our number of sick and wounded in hospital ex- 
ceeded 600 , and our means for their transport were 
far from adeq^uate, owing to the death by starva- 
tion of so many of our camels, from which cause 
also we should he obliged, at this inclement sea- 
son, to leave their tents and bedding behind, with 
such a march before us : That, as regarded the 
King, he must he excused from entering upon 
that point of the Envoy’s letter, and leave its 
consideration to his better knowledge and judg- 
ment; hut he might he allowed to say that it 
little became him, as commanding the British 
troops in AflPghanistan, to regard the necessity 
of negotiation in any other light than as con- 
cerned their honour and welfare, for both of which 
he should be answerable, by a further stay 
here, after the sudden and universal rebellion 
against His Majesty’s authority which had taken 
place throughout his dominions : That the 
whole of the grain and forage in the vicinity was 
exhausted, and the defence of the extensive and 
ill-selected cantonment would not admit of dis- 
tant expeditions, to obtain supplies from the 
strongly fortified dwellings of an armed and hos- 
tile population; our present numbers being in- 
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sufficient for its defence, and obliging the whole 
of the troops to he almost constantly under arms. 
In conclusion, he could only repeat his opinion 
that the Envoy should lose no time in entering 
into negotiations.” This letter was counter- 
signed by Brigadiers Shelton and Anc^uetil, and 
Colonel Chambers, who entirely concurred in the 
opinions it expressed. Meanwhile starvation 
stared us in the face, and it became necessary to 
adopt immediate measures for obtaining a further 
supply of pro\dsions. A consultation was ac- 
cordingly held with 'this object at the G-eneraVs 
house, and it was determined that an attack 
should be made on the neighbouring fort of 
Khoja Ruioash at an early hour the following 
morning. 

Deceviher 9/A. — The morning dawned, but no 
signs of preparation appeared for the proposed 
enterprise ; no bridge was laid down for the pas- 
sage of the guns and cavalry ; no troops were in 
readiness to march; and it was plain, that either 
no orders had been given, or no attention had 
been paid to them. Thus, notwithstanding the 
importance of its object, the expedition was suffered 
to die a natural death. 

Upon this subject I shall only remark that 
Brigadier Shelton commanded the garrison, and 
that with him the necessary arrangements rested. 
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Intelligence having been tins day received of 
a decisive victory gained over the enemy by Gen. 
Sale at Jellalabad, tbe Envoy conceived it might 
have tbe effect of modifying tbe General’s opinion, 
regarding the immediate necessity of negotiating 
with the rebel chiefs, and addressed him a letter 
on the subject. The General, however, declared 
in reply, that, pleasing as the intelligence was, it 
could not in the slightest degree influence our 
position, so as to affect the expediency of our 
treating ; in forming which opinion he was much 
irifluenced by the joint representations that had 
been just made to him by Capts. Boyd and John- 
son, the respective heads of the Company’s and 
Shah’s commissariat, wherein they declared their 
utter inability to procure grain or forage within 
three or four miles, and that, although three days’ 
supply of atta (ground wheat) might still be pro- 
curable from the Bala Hissar, yet every additional 
day’s delay now crippled the cattle more and 
more, and rendered our position more perilous. 
Notwithstanding these apparently conclusive argu- 
ments, there, existed strong grounds for believing 
that the Bala Hissar contained a much larger 
supply of provisions than was generally supposed. 

Decemher lOif/i. — Another convoy of mihtary 
stores was despatched to the Bala Hissar this 
morning under command of Lieut. Le Geyt, by 
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whom a further supply of aita was brought back 
in return 

December I IM — The rebel chiefs having ma- 
nifested an indinatjon to treat, the Envoy, ac- 
companied by Capts. Laivrence, Mackenzie, and 
Trevor, went out to meet them on the plain to- 
wards SeahSung Tlierewere present Mahomed 
Akber Klian, Osman Khan, Mahomed Khan 
Naib Ameer (commonly called Naib Ameer), 
Bamkzyes, — Mahomed Shah Khan, Humza 
Khan, Khooda Bux Khan, Giljyes , ■ — Juayut 
Oolol Khan, Populzye , — • Khan Shereen Khan, 
Kuzzilbash , ~ and several others of inferior 
note, but all heads of tribes. After the ex- 
change of salutations, Sir Wilham addressed 
" the assembled Khans, alluding to past times, 
during which relations of perfect cordiality and 
friendship had existed between them and the 
English He greatly lamented that feelings of 
so pleasant and mutually beneficial a nature 
should have been thus rudely interrupted, but 
professed himself wholly ignorant of the causes of 
such interruption He proceeded to state that 
sentiments of good will towards the Afighan 
nation had principally induced the Bntish go- 
vernment to lend their aid, in restoring to the 
seat of his ancestors a king, who, notwithstanding 
his misfortunes, originating in causes to which he 
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would not tlien alludoj had ever reigned in the 
hearts of the mass of his people ; that the restora- 
tion of their monarch had apparently given the 
utmost satisfaction to all classes throughout his 
dominions. If, however, that satisfaction had 
passed away, and given place to emotions of a 
wholly contrary nature (and he supposed that the 
assembled Sirdars and Khans might he considered 
the mouth-piece of the people), it no longer 
became the British Government to persist in a 
course so displeasing to those chiefly interested in 
the result. On this account he was willing to 
enter into negotiations, for the smoothing over of 
present difficulties, and for the adopting of such 
measures as were likely to be the most conducive 
towards the re-establishment of that mutual 
friendship between the British and Afighan go- 
vernments, the maintenance of which, he felt 
assured, must be earnestly desired by both parties. 
— To all these propositions Mahomed Akber 
Khan and Osman Khan, as the principal per- 
sonages present, expressed, with the hearty con- 
currence of the inferior chiefs, their entire assent, 
adding many expressions of their personal esteem 
for the Envoy himself, and their gratitude for the 
way in which the exiled Ameer had been used. 
The Envoy then requested permission to read to 
them a paper containing a general sketch of the 
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proposed treaty. This being agreed to, the 
articles of the treaty were read and discussed. 
Their general purport was to the effect — That the 
British should evacuate Afghanistan, including 
Candahar, Ghuznee, Cahul, Jellalahad, and all 
the other stations absolutely within the limits of 
the country so called;— that they should be 
permitted to return not only unmolested to India, 
hut that supplies of every description should be 
afforded them in their road thither, certain men 
of consequence accompanying them as hostages ; 
— that the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, Ins 
family, and eveiy Affghan now in exile for po- 
litical offences, should be allowed to return to 
their country 5 — that Shah Shoojah and his 
family should be allowed the option of remaining 
at Cabul or proceeding with the British troops 
to Loodlana, in either case recelring from the 
Affghan government a pension of one lac of 
rupees per annum ; — that means of transport for 
the conveyance of our baggage, stores, &c., 
including that required by the royal family, in 
case of their adapting the latter alternative, should 
he furnished by the existing Affghan govern- 
ment; — that an amnesty should be granted to 
all those who had made themselves obnoxious on 
account of their attachment to Shah Shoojah 
and his allies, the British ; — that al! prisoners 
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should be released ; — that no British force should 
be ever again sent into Afighanistan, unless called 
for by the AlTghan government, between whom 
and the British nation perpetual friendship 
should be established on the sure foundation of 
mutual good offices. 

To all these terms the chiefs cordially agreed, 
with the exception of Mahomed Akber, who 
cavilled at several, especially that of the amnesty, 
but was overruled by his coadjutors. He positively 
refused to permit the garrison to be supplied with 
provisions until it had quitted cantonments, which 
movement he clamorously demanded should take 
place the following morning. His violence caused 
some confusion; but the more temperate of his 
party haAdng interfered, it was finally agreed that 
our evacuation of the cantonments should take 
place in three days — that provisions should be 
supplied — and that to all the above-mentioned 
articles of this new treaty a formal assent in writ- 
ing should be sent, with all the usual forms of a 
restored peace. The chiefs, on returning to the 
city, took with them Capt. Trevor as a hostage 
for the sincerity of the Envoy. During the whole 
of this interview, which took place not far from 
the bottom of the Seeah Sung hills, great anxiety 
was felt in the cantonments from the apparent 
danger to which the Envoy was exposed, — he 
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ng accomp'inied only by a few troopers of the 
y guard, — and from the circumstance of large 
lies of the enemy’s horse and foot being seen 
lass towards the scene of conference from the 
, their leaders evidently with much difficulty 
raining their advance bejond a certain point 
William, however, although not unaware of 
perfidious nature of those he had to deal with, 
insensible to the risk he ran, (a shot in fact, 
n the fanatic multitude, having whistled over 
heads of the gentlemen m attendance on him, 
hej advanced towards the rendezvous,) wisely 
gined that a display of confidence was the best 
de of begetting good faith It is, however, 
tty certain that the tumultuary movements of 
Affghan troops, whose presence was in direct 
ation of the stipulations under winch the con- 
nce was held, were not without their cause, it 
ing been the earnest desire of Mahomed 
her to seize upon the Envoy s person at that 
y meeting, from which step he was with diffi 
ty restrained by the other Klians But no 
se of personal danger could have deterred a 
n of Sir William’s truly chivalrous and un- 
inted character from the performance of an\ 
y, private or public 

vYould that he had been more alive to the 
irehensions which influenced common men * 
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We might not then have to mourn over the nn- 
timel}’ fate of one, whose memory must he ever 
cherished in the hearts of all who knew and were 
capable of appreciating him, notwithstanding the 
disastrous termination of his political career, as 
that of a good, and, in many essential points, u 
great man. 
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CHAP VIII 

P^PPABATIOVS fob rVACUATlNQ BtORB CONFERENCES.— 

MORE DELAAS — MORi;. WIFFICUETIES UAHOMED 

AKBKRS PLOT AGAINST THE ENVOY —HIS JICRDEB 

December \9.th — It is undeniable that Sir 
"William Macnaghten was forced into this treaty 
with men whose power he despised, and whose 
treachery was proverbial, against his own judg 
ment, by the pressing representations of our 
military heads It is no less true that, whatever 
may have been his political remissness or want of 
foresight before the rebellion broke out, he had, 
throughout the penis that afterwards beset us, 
displayed a trulj British spint of unflinching 
fortitude and indefatigable energy, calculated, 
under more auspicious leaders, to have stimulated 
the zeal and valour of the troops, and to have 
cheered them under the trials and hardships they 
w ere called on to endure , and 1 can safely add, 
without fear of contradiction, that scarcely an 
enterprise ivas undertaken throughout the siege, 
hut at the suggestion, and even the entreaties, of 
the Envoy, he volunteenng to take on. himself 
the entire responsibility Justice demands this 
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tribute to tbe memory of one, whose acts, as they 
will assuredly undergo the severe scrutiny of his 
countrymen, it therefore becomes the duty of 
every eye-witness, who bears testimony on the 
subject, not only to shield from misrepresentation, 
but, where they are deserving of it, to hold up to 
public admiration. I am led to write this solely 
by my public knowledge of the man. If I could 
bring myself, on matters of such vital importance, 
to follow the dictates of mere private feeling, my 
bias would be altogether on the side of my late 
lamented military chief, who honoured me with 
his friendship, and for whose infirmities every 
allowance ought, in common justice, to be made. 
With a mind and talents of no ordinary stamp, 
and a hitherto unsullied fame, he committed the 
fatal error of transporting himself suddenly from 
a state of prolonged luxurious repose, at an ad- 
vanced age, to undertake the fatigues and cares 
inseparable from high military command, in a 
foreign uncongenial climate; he thus not only 
ruined his already shattered health, but (which to 
a soldier was a far worse calamity) grievously 
damaged that high reputation which his early ser- 
vices had secured for him. 

The terms of the new treaty were immediately 
made known to Shah Shoojah; by which that un- 
fortunate monarch found himself once more 
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doomed to an old age of exile and degradation. 
The first step towards its fulfilment was the 
withdrawal of onr troops from the Bala Hissar, 
which was to have taken place this very day, but 
was postponed for a short time longer, to admit of 
the necessary preparations being made. A depu- 
tation of chiefs had an interview in the close of 
the day, who were the hearers of a most unex- 
pected proposition, to the effect that Shah Shoo- 
jah should continue king, on condition of inter- 
marrying his daughters with the leading Affghan 
chiefs, and abandoning the offensive practice of 
keeping the chief nobles of bis kingdom wait- 
ing for hours at bis gate, in expectation of 
audience. The Affghans bate ceremony, which 
Shah Shoojah carried at all times to an absurd 
extent j hence much of his unpopularity. This 
arrangement was not intended to annul those 
parts of the treaty which related to our immediate 
evacuation of the country, for the fulfilment of 
which some married families were demanded as 
hostages. 

December \Zth. — Such was the inveterate 
pride of the King, that he yielded a most reluctant 
consent to the above-mentioned proposals, not- 
withstanding that the only alternative was the 
instant resignation of his kingdom. Little con- 
fidence was, however, placed by the Envoy in the 
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sincerity of tlie chiefs, whose hatred of the Dora- 
nee ruler was notorious. As our retreat was now 
fully decided on, and our well-stocked magazine 
was shortly to fall a prey to our enemies, the 
General ordered that some ammunition should he 
distributed to certain of the camp-followers ; and 
commanding officers were directed to indent for 
new arms and accoutrements, in exchange for 
such as were old and damaged. The reins of 
disciphne had, however, by this time become so 
terribly relaxed, and so little attention was paid 
to superior orders by either officers or men, that 
many of the officers in command of companies 
rested content with sending their men to the 
magazine, to help themselves at will, the stores 
being unfortunately, in the absence of any 
finished building for their reception, arranged 
under the trees of an orchard, in charge of a 
small guard. The consequence was, as might 
have been expected, a scene of disgraceful confu- 
sion and plunder, which was rendered worse by a 
rush of camp-followers, who, imagining that a 
licence had been given for every one to take 
whatever he pleased, flocked in hundreds to the 
spot, and terribly increased the tumult ; insomuch 
that the authority of several officers, who, ob- 
serving what was going on, exerted themselves 
to restore order, was for several minutes set at 
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open defiance. At last, however, the place was 
cleared of the intruders, and the greater portion 
of the stolen articles was recovered the same 
evening. But this event may be taken as an in- 
stance of the unsteadiness of the troops, and of 
the recklessness that now began to extend itself 
amongst all ranks of the force. 

At 2 p. M. the troops in the Bala Hissar, con- 
sisting of the 54th N. I., half of Capt. Nicholl’s 
troop of horse artillery, and a detachment of the 
mountain train, with 2 howitzers, under Lieut. 
Green, commenced their evacuation of that for- 
tress. They were also encumbered with an iron 
nine-pounder gun, and a twenty-four pounder brass 
howitzer, drawn by bullocks, which it was the 
General’s wish should have been left behind, hut 
his order to that effect had by some accident 
missed its destination. As the utmost scarcity of 
provisions prevailed in cantonments, Capt. Kirhy, 
the commissariat officer, had zealously exerted 
himself to collect a supply of about 1600 maunds 
of wheat and flour to carry thither. Much delay, 
however, occurred in packing and loading ; and, 
the best part of the day being nearly spent ere 
above one third of that quantity was ready. Major 
Ewart deemed it ndvis.Tble to move off without 
flirther loss of time. He fouud Mahomed Akher 
Khan in waiting with a small body of followers 



161 


CHAP, vm.] SYiMPTOMS OF TREACHERY. 

outside tlie gate, for tlie purpose of escorting him 
to cantonments; and, as evening drew nigh, a 
dense crowd of armed Affghans had been observed 
to collect on the Seah Sung hill, along the base 
of which our troops must pass, giving rise to sus- 
picions of some meditated treachery. While the 
rear-guard, with the mountain train gun and a 
portion of the baggage, was leaving the gate, some 
of Mahomed Akber’s followers, pushing guietly 
past them, endeavoured to effect an entrance into 
the fort; but on their being recognized by the 
king’s guard, the gates were immediately shut, 
and a round or two of grape fired upon the 
intruders, with so indiscriminate an aim as to 
endanger the lives of Capt. Conolly and several of 
the Sepoys, of whom some were severely wounded. 
It can scarcely be doubted that Mahomed Akber’s 
intention was to have seized the gate with a few 
of his men, until a rush of the Affghans from the 
hill should have enabled him to carry the body of 
the place by storm. The vigilance of the garrison 
having defeated this plan, the wily chief, imagining 
that the gates would again be opened to re-admit 
our troops, informed Major Ewart that, owing to 
the lateness of the hour and the threatening atti- 
tude assumed by the crowd on the hill, it would 
be necessary to postpone his march until the 
following morning. In consequence of this sudden 
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ill-timed announcement. Major Ewart applied to 
tlie King for the immediate readraission of his 
troops for shelter during the night ; hut the 
monarch, whose suspicions of foul play on the 
part of Mahomed Akber were now fully awakened, 
positively refused to accede to the request. The 
prospect of passing the night in the low marshy 
ground under the walls, without tents, bedding, 
firewood, or food, for officers or men, was suffi- 
ciently cheerless ; while the fear of treachery on 
the part of Mahomed Akber, and the dangerous 
%icinity of an armed multitude, whose watch-fires 
already gleamed on the adjacent hills, tended hut 
little to relieve the discomforts of such a situation. 
The cold was intensely bitter, and perhaps so 
miserable a night had never before been spent by 
Indian troops. 

Decemher 14M. — At an early hour this morn- 
ing, Mahomed Akber having declared his readi- 
ness to proceed, the troops commenced their 
march. The advance-guard was suffered to pro- 
ceed unmolested j but the rear-guard, on reaching 
the base of the Seah Sung hill, was fired upon by 
the enemy, who crowned the ridge j and the iron 
nine-pounder being for a few moments acci- 
dentally separated from the column in crossing a 
water-cut, an instantaneous rush was made upon 
it by a number of Affghans, and a poor sick Eu- 
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ropean artillery-man, wlio, for want of a more 
suitable conveyance, liad been lasbed to tlie gun, 
was unmercifully butchered. The approach of 
the rear-guard, and a round or two of grape from 
the mountain train howitzer, drove otF the assail- 
ants ; and they were restrained from offering any 
additional annoyance by the exertions of Maho- 
med Akber liimself, who, galloping in amongst 
them with a few followers, threatened to cut down 
any who dared to be guilty of further opposition 
to the progress of the detachment, which accord- 
ingly reached cantonments safe at about 9 a. m. 

December 16^7i. — Shah Shoojah having, for 
reasons best known to himself, withdrawn his 
consent to the arrangement which was to have 
continued him in the possession of his rights, the 
treaty resumed its original form ; but the chiefs 
positively refused to suppty provisions or forage, 
until we should further assure them of our sin- 
cerity by giving up every fort in the immediate 
vicinity of cantonments. Forage had for many 
days been so scarce, that the horses and cattle 
were kept alive by paring off the bark of trees, 
and by eating their own dung over and over again, 
which was regularly collected and spread before 
them. The camp-followers were destitute of other 
food than the flesh of animals, which expired daily 
from starvation and cold. The daily consumption 
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of atta by the fighting men was about 150 maunds, 
and not above two days* supply remainedin store. 
By giving up the forts in question, all of which 
commanded the cantonment, we should place our- 
selves entirely at the mercy of the enemy, %Yho 
could at any time render our position untenable. 
But our leaders now seemed to consider that we 
had no other chance left than to concede to the 
demands of the chiefs, however unreasonable ; and 
our troops were accordingly withdrawn from the 
Rtkabashee, Magazine, and Zoolfekar’s forts, and 
from the Musjeed opposite the western gate, all 
of which were forthwith occupied by the AfT- 
ghans, who, on their part, sent in NussurooUah 
Khan, a brother of Nuwab Zuman Khan, as a 
hostage, and a supply of about 150 maunds of 
atta for the troops. They likewise promised us 
2000 camels and 400 yaboos for the march to 
Jellalabad. 

December 18/A. — The delay of the chiefs in 
furnishing the necessary carriage, and the Shah’s 
dilatoriness in deciding on his future course, com- 
pelled us from day to day to postpone our de- 
parture. Meanwhile the increasing severity of 
the winter rendered every hour*s procrastination 
of the utmost consequencej and this morning our 
situation was rendered more desperate than ever 
by a heavy fall of snow, which covered the ground 
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to the depth of five inches, and never afterwards 
disappeared. Thus a new enemy entered on the 
scene, which we were destined to find even more 
formidable than an army of rebels. 

December \9tL — The Envoy wrote an order 
for the evacuation of Ghuznee, and it w'as ar- 
ranged that the 27th N. I., which garrisoned tlm 
place, should march through the Zoormut vallej^, 
and pursue the route of Dera Ishmael Khan. 
The 22d was fixed for our departure. 

December 20^/i. — The Envoy had an interview 
with the chiefs, who now demanded that a portion 
of our guns and ammunition should be imme- 
diately given up. They also required Brigadier 
Shelton as a hostage. It was proposed by Lieut. 
Sturt to the General to break off the treaty, and 
march forthwith to Jellalabad, devoting all the 
means of transport we possessed to the service of 
the sick, and the conveyance of such public stores 
as were absolutely necessary. But neither the 
General nor -his immediate advisers could bring 
themselves to adopt a course which would have 
saved the national honour, at the risk of sacrificing 
our whole force. 

It has been truly said that a council of war 
never fights.~A door of hope had, until this day, 
still remained open to us in the approach of Col. 
Maclaren’s force to our assistance from Candahav 
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vre now heard with despair of its retreat from 
Tazee, in consequence of the snow. 

December 21«f, — The Envoy met Osman Klian 
and Mahomed Akher Khan on the plain, when 
four hostages were fixed upon, two of whom 
(Capts. Conolly and Airey) were at once given 
over. Brigadier Shelton, having expressed a de- 
cided objection to undertake the duty, was not 
insisted upon. In the evening Capts. Trevor and 
Drummond were permitted to return to canton- 
ments, the latter officer having been concealed in 
the city since the 2d of November. 

December — I was ordered to conduct an 
officer of Nuwab Zuman Khan over the magazine, 
that he might make choice of such stores as would 
be most acceptable to the chiefs. I recommended 
a large pile of 8-incli shells to his notice, which 
I knew would be of no use to the chiefs, as the 
mortars were with Capt. Abbott’s battery at Jel- 
lalabad. He eagerly seized the bait, and departed 
in great glee, with his prize laden on some old 
ammunition-waggons. 

The Envoy at the same time sent his carriage 
as a present to Mahomed Akher Khan. That 
same night the last-named chief spread the net 
into which Sir William 3&«»aghten was, on the 
following day, so miserably lured to his destruc- 
tion. Capt. Skinner, at this time living under 
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Mahomed Akljer’s protection, was made the bearer 
of proposals to the Envoy, of so advantageous a 
nature, as to prove, in his forlorn circumstances, 
irresistibly tempting. 

Amenoollah Khan, the most influential of the 
rebels, was to be seized on the following day, and 
delivered up to us as a prisoner. Mahomed 
Khan’s fort was to be immediately occupied by 
one of our regiments, and the Bala Plissar by 
another. Shah Shoojah was to continue king; 
Mahomed Akber was to become his wuzeer, and 
our troops were to remain in their present position 
until the foUowng spring. — That a scheme like 
this, bearing impracticability on its very face, 
should have for a moment deceived a man of Sir 
■William’s usual intelligence and penetration, is 
indeed an extraordinary instance of infatuation, 
that can only be accounted for on the principle 
that a drowning man will catch at a straw. Our 
fortunes were now at their lowest ebb ; the chiefs 
were apparently delaying our departure until the 
snow should have formed an impassable barrier to 
the removal of our troops, who, even in the ab- 
sence of an enemy, would but too probably perish 
from cold and famine. A treaty, formed with men 
famed for falsehood and treachery, and who had 
already shown an utter disregard of some of its 
most important stipulations, could be regarded 
as little better than so much waste paper; 
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added to which considerations, Sir William 
felt that Ins own fame was deeply involved in 
the issue of that policy*^, of which he had from 
the very first been the prime advocate and up- 
holder, and that with it he must stand or fall 
The specious project of Mahomed Ahber offered 
a solution to the difficulties that beset his path, at 
which he grasped with an eagerness engendered 
by despair The strength of the rebels had 
hitherto lam in their unanimity , the proposed 
stroke of policy would at once dissolve the con- 
federacy, and open a road by which to retrieve 
our ruined fortunes On either hand there was 
danger, and, miserable as Sir William’s life had 
been for the past six weeks, he was willing to 
stake Ins all on the issue of a plan which seemed 
to offer a famt hope of recovering the ground we 
had lost 

In a fatal hour he signed his name to a paper 
consenting to the amngemenl — His doom was 
sealed ■ — The whole was a scheme got up by the 
chiefs, to test his sinceritj 

December 23d — At about noon Sir William 
Macnaghten, attended by Capts Lawrence, Tre- 
vor, and Mackenzie, left the mission-house to 
attend a conference with Mahomed Akher Khan 
on the plain tow ards Secah Sung Prei lously to 

• That of invading Affghmistan for the purpose of re- 
storing *^hnh Shoo^ah as king 
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this lie had requested the General that two regi- 
ments and two guns might he in readiness for 
secret service, and that, as the interview would he 
of a critical nature, the garrison might he kept 
well on the alert, and the walls strongly manned. 
In leaving the cantonments, Sir William expressed 
his disappointment at the paucity of men on the 
ramparts, and the apparent inertness of the gar- 
rison at such a critical moment, saying, ‘‘ How- 
ever, it is all of a piece with the militaiy arrange- 
ments throughout the siege.” On his leaving the 
gate only sixteen troopers of the hody-guarcl were 
in attendance, hut the remainder shortly after- 
wards joined, under Lieut. Le Geyt. 

Sir William now for the first time explained to 
the officers who accompanied him the objects of 
the present conference ; and Capt. LawTence ivas 
warned to he in readiness to gallop to the Bala 
Hissar, to prepare the King for the approach of a 
regiment. 

Apprehensions being expressed of the danger 
to which the scheme might expose him, in case of 
treachery on the part of Mahomed Akher, he 
replied, “ Dangerous it is ; hut if it succeeds, it 
is worth all risks : the rebels have not fulfilled 
even one article of the treaty, and I have no con-- 
fidence in them ; and if by it we can only save 
our honour, all will he well. At any rate, I would 

I 
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rather suffer a hundred deaths, than Ino tne last 
SIX w eeks over again ” 

Meanwhile crowds of armed Affghans were ob- 
served hovering near the cantonment and about 
^lahomed Khan’s fort, causing misgivings in the 
minds of all hut the Envoy himself, whose con 
fidence remained unshaken On arriving near the 
bridge, they were met by Mahomed Akber Khan, 
Mahomed Slnh Khan, Dost Mahomed Khan, 
Khooda Buv Khan, Azad Khan, and other chiefs, 
amongst whom was the brother of Amenoollah 
Khan, whose presence might ha^e been sufficient 
to conimce Sir William that he had been duped 

The usual civilities haMng passed, the Einoj 
presented Akber Khan with a \aluable Arab 
horse, which had only that morning been pur- 
chased for 3000 rupees The whole part) then 
sat down near some nsing ground, which partiall) 
concealed them from cantonments 

Capt Lawrence having called attention to the 
number of inferior followers around them, with a 
View to their being ordered to a distance, Maho- 
med Akber exclaimed, “ No, the) are all in the 
secret,’ which words had scarce!) been uttered, 
when Sir William and bis three companions found 
themse\ves suddenly grasped, hml) h) the hands 
from behind, whilst their swords and pistols were 
nulel) snatched awaj b) the chiefs and their 
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followers. The three officers were immediately 
pulled forcibly along and compelled to mount on 
horseback, each behind a Giljyc chief, escorted 
by a number of armed retainers, who wilh diffi- 
culty repelled the efforts of a crowd of fanatic 
Ghazees, who, on seeing the aifra)'-, had rushed to 
the spot, calling aloud for the blood of the hated 
infidels, aiming at them desperate blows with their 
long knives and other weapons, and only deterred 
from firing by the fear of killing a chief. The 
unfortunate Envo}'- was last seen struggling vio- 
lently with Mahomed Akber, “ consternation and 
horror depicted on his countenance." 

On their nearing Mahomed Khan’s fort, re- 
newed attempts were made to assassinate the 
three captive officers by the crowd there assem- 
bled. Capt. Trevor, who was seated behind Dost 
Mahomed Khan, unhappily fell to the ground, 
and was instantly slain. Capts. Lawrence and 
Mackenzie reached the fort in safety, but the 
latter was much bruised in vaiious parts of his 
body, and both were greatly exhausted from the 
excitement they had undergone. 

At the entrance of the fort, a furious cut was 
aimed at Capt, Mackenzie’s head by a ruffian 
named Moollah Momin, which was warded off by 
Mahomed Shah Khan, that chief receiving the 
blow on his own shoulder. Being taken into a 
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bmall room, the} found themselves still in con- 
tinual jeopardy from repeated assaults of the 
Glnzees without, who were With the greatest 
difficulty restrained fiom shooting them through 
the window, wheie the hand of some recent Euio- 
pean victim (afterwards asctrHined to he that of 
the Envoy himself) was insulting!} held up to their 
view Throughout this tr}ing scene the} received 
repeated assurances of protection from the Giljye 
chiefs but Amenoollah jfjian coming m gave 
vent to a torrent of angr} abuse, ami even threat 
cned to blow them from a gun It is deserving 
of notice, that, amidst the congratuhtioiis which 
on all sides met the ear of Mahomed Shdh !khan 
on the events of the day, the solitary voice of an 
aged Moollah was raised m condemnation of the 
deed, which he solemnly pronounced to be foul, 
'ind calculated to cast a lasting disgrace on the 
religion of Mahomed At midnight the} were 
removed to the house of Mahomed Akber K-lian 
As they passed through the streets of Cabul, not- 
withstanding the excitement that had prevailed 
throughout the day, it resembled a cit} of the 
dead , nor did they meet a single soul 

By Akber Khan they were rcceiv ed courtcousl} , 
and were now informed for the first tunc by Capl 
SI innei of the murder of the Envo} and Capt 
1 rev or That Sir William Macnaghten met lus 
death at the hands of Mahomed Akh^r himself 
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there can he no reasonable doubt. That cln'cl’ 
had pledged himself to his coadjutors to sei>:c the 
Envoy that day, and bring him into the city, 
when the chiefs hoped to have been able to 
dictate their own terms, retaining him as a hostage 
for their fulfilment. Finding it impossible, from 
the strenuous resistance Sir William oflered, to 
carry him off alive, and yet determined not to 
disappoint the public expectation altogether, — 
influenced also by his tiger passions, and the 
remembrance of his father’s wrongs, — Mahomed 
Akber drew a pistol, the Envoy’s own gift a few 
hours before, and shot him through the bod}', 
which was immediately hacked to pieces by the 
ferocious Ghazees, by whom the dismembered 
trunk was afterwards carried to the city, and 
publicly exposed in the Char Chouk, or principal 
mart. The head was taken to the house of 
Nuwab Zumau Khan, where it was triumphantly 
exhibited to Capt. Con oily. 

Such was the cruel fate of Sir William Mac- 
naghten, the accomplished scholar, the distin- 
guished politician, and the representative of Great 
Britain at the court of Shah Shooja-Ool-Moolk. 

It cannot but be acceptable to my readers, if I 
here present entire the interesting and important 
letters of Capts. Mackenzie and Lawrence on this 
melancholy subject. 

I 3 
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Letter addressed hy Captain C Mackenzie to 
Lieutenant Vincent Eyre 
My dear Evre, 

You ask for a minute account of the circum 
stances attending the assassination of the late 
Sir William Macnaghten, and my onn detention 
and impnsonment on that occasion You may 
remember that, for many dajs previous to the 
fatal 23d December, the poor Emoy had been 
subjected to more wear and tear, both ofbodj 
and mind, than it was possible for the most iron 
frame and the strongest intellect to bear mthout 
deeply feeling its effects He had fulfilled all 
the preliminar} conditions of the treaty winch 
had been proposed between the British and the 
Affghm lusuTgents, whereas the Khans had in 
no one particular adhered to their engagements 
Bad faith was evident m all their proceedings, 
and our condition was a desperate one , more 
especially as Sir William had ascertained, hj 
bitter e-Apenence, tiiat no hope remained in tlie 
energies and resources of our military leaders, 
who had formally protested that they could do 
nothing more Beset bv this disgraceful iinbe 
cility on the one hand, and by systematic treachery 
on the other, the unfortunate En\ o> was driven 
to lus wits end, and, as will be seen, forgot, in a 
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fatal moment, the wholesome rule which he had 
theretofore laid down for himself, of refusing to 
hold communication with individuals of the rebel 
party, especially with him who was notorious, 
even amongst his villanous countrymen, for fero- 
city and treachery, to wit, Mahomed Akher Khan. 
Late in the evening of tlie 22d December, Cap- 
tain James Skinner, who, after having been con- 
cealed in Cabul during the greater part of the 
siege, had latterly been the guest of Mahomed 
Akher, arrived in cantonments, accompanied by 
Mahomed Sudeeq Kdian, a first cousin of Ma- 
homed Akher, and by Sirwar Khan, the Arhanee 
merchant, who, in the beginning of the cam- 
paign, had furnished the army with camels, and 
who had been much in the confidence of Sir A. 
Burnes, being, in fact, one of our staunchest 
friends. The two latter remained in a different 
apartment, while Skmner dined mth the Envoy. 
During dinner, Skinner jestingly remarked that 
he felt as if laden mth combustibles, beimr 
charged with a message from Mahomed Akber to 
the Envoy of a most portentous natm'e. 

Even then I remarked that the Envoy’s eye 
glanced eagerly towards Skinner with an ex- 
pression of hope. In fact, he was like a drowning 
man catching at straws. Skinner however re- 
ferred him to his Affghan companions, and after 
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dinner the four retired into a room hy them 
selves My knowledge of A\hat there took place 
IS gamed from poor Skinners own relation, as 
given during my subsequent captivity with him 
in Akbers house Mahomed Sudeeq disclosed 
Mahomed Akbers proposition to the Envo}, 
whicli was, that the following day Sir William 
should meet him (Mahomed Akber) and a few 
of his immediate friends, viz the chiefs of the 
Eastern Giljyes, outside the cantonments, when a 
final agreement should be made, so as to be fullj 
understood by both parties, that Sii William 
should have a considerable body of troops m 
readiness, which, on a given signal, were to join 
with those of Mahomed Akber and the Giljyes, 
assault and take Mahmood Khans fort, and 
secure the person of Ameenoollah At this 
stage of the proposition Mahomed Sudeeq sig 
mfied that, for a certain sum of moiiej, tlie head 
of Ameenoollah should be presented to the 
Envoy , hut from this Sir William shrunk with 
abhorrence, declaring that it was neither his 
custom nor that of his countrj to give a price for 
blood Mahomed Sudeeq then went on to saj, 
that,.after having subdued the rest of the Klians, 
the English should be pcnmtted to remain in the 
country eight months longer, so as to save their 
purdah (veil, or credit), but that thej were (hen 
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to evacuate Affghauistan, as if of their own ac- 
cord ; that Shah Shoojah was to continue king of 
the country, and that kfahomed Akbcr was to be 
his Wuzecr. As a further reward for his (kla- 
homed Akber’s) assistance, ti\e British Govern- 
ment were to pay him 30 lacs of rupees, and 4 
lacs of rupees per annum during his life ! To 
this extraordinar}' and wild proposal. Sir William 
gave ear with an eagerness which nothing can 
account for but the supposition, confirmed by 
man}'- other circumstances, that his strong mind 
had been harassed, until it had in some degree 
lost its equipoise ; and he not only assented 
fully to these terms, but actually gave a Persian 
paper to that effect, written in his own hand, de- 
claring as his motives that it Avas not only an ex- 
cellent opportunity to cany into effect the real 
rvishes of government, rvhich were to evacuate 
the country with as much credit to ourselves as 
possible, but that it would give England time to 
enter into a treaty with Russia, defining the 
bounds beyond which neither were to pass in 
Central Asia. So ended this fatal conference, 
the nature and result of which, contrary to his 
usual custom. Sir William communicated to none 
of those who, on all former occasions, were fulfy 
in his confidence, viz. Trevor, Lawrence, and 
myself. It seemed as if he feared that we might 
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insist on tlie impracticability of the plan, which 
he must have studiously concealed from himself 
All the folloiving morning his manner was dis- 
tracted and humed in a way that none of us had 
ever before witnessed. It seems that Mahomed 
Ahher had demanded a fa\ounte Arab horse, be- 
longing to Captain Grant, Assist-Adj -Gen of 
force. To avoid the necessity of parting with the 
animal, Captain Grant had fixed his price at the 
exorbitant sum of 5000 rupees , unwilling to give 
so large a price, but determined to gratify the 
Sirdar, Sir William sent me to Cap tarn Grant to 
prevail upon him to take a smaller sum, but wth 
orders that if he were peremptory, the 5000 
rupees should be given. I obtained the horse 
for 3000 rupees, and Sir Wilbam appeared much 
pleased with the prospect of gratifying Mahomed 
Akber by the present. 

After breakfast, Trevor, Lawrence, and myself 
were summoned to attend the Envoy dimng his 
conference wutli Mahomed Akber Klian I found 
him alone, when, for the first time, he disclosed 
to me the nature of the transaction he was en- 
gaged in. I immediately warned him that it was 
a plot against him He replied liastilj, A 
plot ’ let me alone for that, trust me for that * " 
and I consequently offered no further remon- 
strance Sir William then arranged with General 
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Elpliinstone that the 51th regiment, under Major 
Ewart, should ho held in readiness for imme- 
diate service. The Shah’s 6th, and two guns, 
were also warned. It is a curious circumstance, 
and betrays the unhappy vacillation of poor 
Elpliinstone, that, after SirWillliam had actually 
quitted the cantonment in full expectation that 
every thing had been arranged according to his 
desire, he (the General) addressed a letter to him, 
which never reached him, remonstrating on the 
danger of the proposed attack, and strongly ob- 
jecting to the employment of the two above 
regiments. About 12 o’clock Sir William, Trevor, 
Lawrence, and myself set forth on our ill-omened 
expedition. As we approached the Seah Sung 
gate, Sir William observed with much vexation 
that the troops were not in readiness, protesting 
at the same time, however, that, desperate as the 
proposed attempt was, it was better that it should 
be made, and that a thousand deaths were pre- 
ferable to the life he had lately led. 

After passing the gate, he remembered the 
horse which he had intended as a present for 
Akber, and sent me back for it. "Vnien I re- 
joined him, I fomid that the small number of the 
body guard who had accompanied him, had been 
ordered to halt, and that he, Trevor, and Law- 
rence had advanced in the direction of Malnnood 
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180 CAPT. Mackenzie’s account [chap vm 


Kli'in’s fort, teing some 500 or 600 yards from 
the eastern rampart, and were there awaiting the 
approach of Maliomed Akber and Kis party, who 
non made their appearance. Close by were some 
hillochs, on the further side of which from the 
cantonment a carpet was spread where the snow 
lay least thick, and there the Khans and Sir 
William sat down to hold their conference Men 
talk of presentiment, I suppose it nas something 
of tlie kind which came over me, for I could 
scarcely preiail upon myself to quit my horse I 
did so, however, ami was invited to sit down 
among the Sirdars After the usual salutations 
Mahomed Akber commenced business, by asking 
the Envoy if he was perfectly ready to carry into 
effect the proposition of the preceding night’ 
The Envoy replied, Why not My attention 
was then called off by an old Affghan acquaint- 
ance of mine, formerly chief of the Cabul police, 
by name Gholam Moyun-ood-deen I rose from 
my recumbent posture, and stood apart n itli him 
conversing. I aftcrw'vrda temembered that mj 
friend betrayed much anxiety as to where mj 
pistols were, and why I did not cany them on 
my person I answered that although T wore 
my sword for form, it was not necessary at a 
friendly conference to be armed His 

discourse was also full of extravagant compli- 
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meiits, I suppose for llie purpose ol lulling me lo 
sleep. At length my attention ^Yas calletl oil' 
from \vlmt he ^Yas saying, hy ohscrving that a 
number of men, armed to the teeth, had gradually 
approached to the scene of conference, and were 
di'aniug round in a sort of circle. This Ijawrcnce 
and myself pointed out to some of the chief men, 
who affected at first to drive them off witli whips; 
but Mahomed Akber observed that it was of no 
consequence, as they were in the secret. I again 
resmned my conversation with Gholam Moyun- 
ood-deen, when suddenly I heard Mahomed Akber 
call out, “ Begccr, begeer,” (seize I seize !), and 
turning round, I saw him grasp tlic Envoy's left 
hand with an expression in his face of the most 
diabolical ferocity. I think it was Sultan Jan 
who laid hold of the Envo3*’s right hand. They 
dragged him in a stooping posture down the 
liillockj the only words I heard poor Sir William 
utter being, “ Az barae Khooda ” (for God’s 
sake) ! I saw his face however, and it was full of 
horror and astonishment. I did not see what 
became of Trevor, but Lawence w'as cb-agged 
past me by several Affghans, whom I saw west 
his weapons from him. Up to this moment I 
was so engrossed in observing what was taking 
place, that I actually was not aware that my own 
right arm was mastered, that my urbane friend 
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held a pistol to my temple, and tliat I was sur- 
rounded by a circle of Ghazees with dra^vn swords 
and cocked juzails Resistance wasin\ain, so, 
listening to the exhortations of Gholam Moyun- 
ood-deen, which weie enforced by the ivbisthng 
of divers bullets over my head, I hurried through 
the snow with him to the place where his horse 
was standing, being despoiled eii route of my 
sabre, and narrowly escaping du ers attempts made 
on inj life As I mounted behind my captor, 
non my energetic defender, the croud encreased 
around us, the cries of “ Kill the Kafir ” became 
more \ehement, and, although we hurried on at 
a fast canter, it was ivith the utmost difficulty 
Gholam ifoyun-ood-deen, although assisted bj 
oue or two friends or follower's, could ward off 
and avoid the sword cuts aimed at me, the rascals 
being afraid to fire lest they should kill my con- 
ductor Indeed he was obliged to wheel ins 
horse round once, and, tiking off his turban (the 
last appeal a Mussulman can make), to implore 
them for God’s sake to respect the life of lus 
fnend At last, ascending a slippery bank, tlie 
horse fell My cap had been snatched off, and I 
now receii ed a heavy blow on the head from a 
bludgeon, which fortunately did not quite deprive 
me of my senses I had sufficient sense left to 
shoot ahead of the fallen horse, where my pro- 
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tector witla another man joined me, and clasping 
me in tlieir arms, hurried me towards the wall of 
Mahomed Elan’s fort. How I reached the spot 
where Mahomed Ahher was recemng the gratu- 
lations of the multitude I know not, but I re- 
member a fanatic rushing on me and twisting his 
hand in my collar until I became exhausted from 
suffocation. I must do Mahomed Akber the jus- 
tice to say, that, finding the Ghazees bent on my 
slaughter, even after I had reached his stirrup, he 
drew his sword and laid about him right man- 
fully, for my conductor and Meerza Baoodeen 
Khan were obliged to press me up against the 
wall, covering me with their own bodies, and 
protesting that no blow should reach me, but 
through their persons. 

Pride, however, overcame Mahomed Akber’s 
sense of courtesy, when he thought I was safe, 
for he then turned round to me, and repeatedly 
said in a tone of triumphant derision, Shuma 
moolk-i-ma me geered ! ” ( Yov!ll seize my coun- 
try, will you!) he then rode off, and I was hurried 
towards the gate of the fort. Here new dangers 
awaited me, for Moollah Momin, fresh from the 
slaughter of poor Trevor, who was killed riding 
close belrind me, — Sooltan Jan having the credit 

of having given him the first sabre cut, stood 

here with his followers, whom he exhorted to slay 
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me, setting them the example hj cutting fiercely 
at me himself Fortunately a gun stood hetiveen 
Us, but still he would have elFected his purpose, 
had not Mahomed Shah Klian at that instant, 
■with some folloivers, come to iny assistance 
These drew their swords in my defence, the cluef 
himself throiving his arm round my neck, and 
receiving on his shoulder a cut aimed by Moollali 
Momin at mj head During the bustle I pushed 
forward into the fort, and was immediately taken 
to a sort of dungeon, where I found Lawrence 
safe, but somewhat exhausted by his hideous nde 
and the laolence he had sustained, although un 
wounded Here the Giljje chiefs, Mahomed 
Shah Khan, and his brother Dost Mahomed 
Khan, presently joined us, and endeavoured to 
cheer up our flagging spirits, assuring us that the 
Envoy and Tre^or were not dead, hut on the 
contrary quite well Thej «!taycd with us dunng 
the afternoon, their presence heing absolutely 
necessary for our protection Many attempts 
were made by the fanatics to force the door to 
accomplish our destruction Others spit at us 
and abused us through a small wndow, through 
which one fellow lei died a blunderbuss at us, 
which was struck, up by our keepers and himself 
thrust hack At last Ameenoollah made his ap- 
pearance, and threatened us with instant death 
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Some of Ins people most officiously advanced to 
malce good Ills word, until puslied back by tbe 
Giljye cliiefs, wlio remonstrated with ibis iniqui- 
tous old monster, tlicir master, whom tboy per- 
suaded to relieve us from bis bateful presence. 
During the afternoon, a buman band was bold up 
in mockery to us at the window. We said that 
it had belonged to an European, but were not 
aware at tbe time tbat it was actually tbe band of 
the poor Envoy. Of all tbe Mabomedans as- 
sembled in tbe room discussing tbe events of tbe 
day, one only, an old Moollab, openly and fear- 
lessly condemned tbe acts of bis brctlu'en, dcclai'- 
ing that tbe treacbery was abominable, and a 
disgrace to Islam. At nigbt they brought us 
food, and gave us each a postbeen to sleep on. 
At midnight we were awakened to go to the 
house of Mahomed Akber in tbe city, Mahomed 
Shah Klian then, rvith tbe meanness common to 
all Affgbans of rank, robbed Lawrence of bis 
watch, while his brother did me a similar favoru'. 
I had been plundered of my rings and everything 
else previously, by the understrappers. 

■'Reaching Mahomed Akber’s abode, we were 
shown into the room where he lay in bed. He 
received us with great outward show of courtesy, 
assuring us of the welfare of the Envoy and Tre- 
vor, but there was a constraint in his manner for 
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winch I could not account "We ^vere shortly 
taken to another apartment, where we found 
Skinner, who had returned, being on parole, earlj 
in the morning Doubt and gloom marked our 
meeting, and the latter was fearfully deepened 
by the intelligence which we now received from 
our fellow captive of the base murder of Sir 
William and Trevor He informed us that the 
head of the former had been earned about the 
city in triumph We of course spent a miserable 
night The next day we were taken under a 
strong guaid to the house of Zeman KJian, where 
a council of the Khans was being held Here 
we found Captains Conolly and Airej, who had 
some days previously been sent to the hurwahs 
house as hostage for the performance of certain 
parts of the treaty wrhicJi was to have been 
entered into A v lolent discussion took place, in 
winch Mahomed Akber bore the most prominent 
part Wc were vehemently accused of treachery, 
and every thing that was bad, and told that the 
whole of the transactions of the night previous 
had been a trick of Mahomed Akber and Amec- 
noollah, to ascertain the Envoy s sincentj Thej 
declaied that they would now grant us no terms, 
save on the surrender of the whole of the mamed 
families as hostages all the guns, ammunition, 
and treasure At this time Conoll) told me 
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that on the preceding day the Envoy’s head liad 
been paraded about in the court yard ; that his 
and Trevor’s bodies had been hung up in the 
public bazar, or c/iouk; and that it was with the 
greatest difficulty that the old hur\s'ah, Zuinan 
Klran, had saved him and Airey from ijcing 
murdered by a body of fanatics, tvho had at~ 
tempted to rush into the room rvliere they rverc. 
Also that previous to the arrival of Lawrence, 
Sldnner, and myself, hlahomcd Akber bad been 
relating the events of the preceding day to the 
Jeerga or council, and that he had unguardedly 
avowed ha^dng, while endeavouring to force the 
Envoy either to mount on horseback or to move 
more quickly, struck him, and that, seeing Co- 
nolly’s eye fastened upon libn udth an expression 
of intense indignation, he had altered the phrase 
and said, I mean I gyushed him.” After an im- 
mense deal of gabble, a proposal for a renewal of 
the treaty, not however demanding all the guns, 
was determined to be sent to the cantonments, 
and Skinner, Lawrence, and myself were marched 
back to Akber’s house, enduring en route all 
manner of tlnreats and insults. Here we were 
closely confined in an inner apartment, which was 
indeed necessary for our safety. That evening 
we received a visit from Mahomed Akber, Sultan 
Jan, and several other Affghans. Mahomed 
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Akber exhibited Ins double barrelled pistols to 
us, 11111011 he had worn the preiious day, rec^uest 
ug us to put their locks to rights, something 
being ami's Ttoo of the barrels had been re 
cently dtschargedy which he endeii cured in a 
most confused way to account for by saying that 
he had been charged by a havildar of the escort 
and had fired both barrels at him Now ill the 
escort had run away without e\ en attempting to 
charge, the onl^ min who advanced to the rescue 
haling been a Hindoo Jemadar of Chupnssies, 
who was instantly cut to pieces by the assembled 
Ghazees This defence he made inthout an) 
accusation on our part, betraying the iniaetj of 
a har to be behcied On the 2 Gth, Capt Law- 
rence was taken to the house of Ameenoollah, 
whence he did not return to us Capt Skinner 
and mjself remained m Akber s house until the 
SOth During this time wc were cnill) treated, 
and conversed w ith numbers of Affghnn gentle 
men who came to nsit us Some of them as- 
serted that the Emo) had been murdered hj the 
unrul) soldier) Others could not deny tint 
Akber himself was the assassin For two or 
three da)s we had a fcllow-prisoncr m poor Sir- 
war K.hin, who had been deceiied throughout 
the whole matter, and out of whom the) were 
then ondeaiounng to screw monc) He of course 
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^Yas aNvave .from Iris couutrjmicn that not only 
had Akher committed the imirdcr, hut that lie 
protested to the Ghazees that he gloried in the 
deed. On one occasion a moonshec of Major 
Pottinger, who had escaped from Charekhar, 
named Mohun Beer, came direct from the pre- 
sence of Mahomed Akher to visit us. He told 
us that Mahomed Akher had begun to sec the 
impolicy of having murdered the Ein’oy, which 
fact he had just avowed to him, shedding many 
tears either of pretended remorse, or of real vex- 
ation at having committed himself. 0)1 several 
occasions Mahomed Alcher, personally and by 
deputy, besought Slunner and myself to give him 
advice, as to how he was to extricate himself 
from the dilemma in which he was placed, more 
than once endeavouring to excuse himself for not 
having effectually protected the Envoy, by saying 
that Sir "William had drawn a sword stick upon 
him. It seems that meanwhile the renewed 
negotiations with Major Pottinger, who had as- 
sumed the Envoy’s place in cantonments, had 
been brought to a head, for on the night of the 
30th, Akher furnished me with an Affghan dress 
(Skinner already wore one) and sent us both back 
to cantonments. Several Affghans, with whom I 
fell in afterwards, protested to me that they had 
seen Mahomed Akher shoot the Envoy with his 
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own hand, amongst them MeerzT Baoodeen 
Klian, who, being an old acquaintance, always 
retained a sneaking kindness for the Enghsh 
I am, my dear Ejre, jours lery truly, 

C Mackenzie 

Cabvl 291/* Julj 1842 

(True copy ) 

Vint Eyre Lieut. Beugul ArtiUerj 


Letter addressed bp Captain Or St P Lw- 
PENCE, late Mtbtary Secretary to the Envoy, 
to Major E Pottinger, C B , late m charge 
of ihe Cabul Mission 
Sir, 

In compliance with your request, Iha^c the 
honour to detail the particulars of my capture, 
and of the death of mj c\er to be lamented chief 
On the morning of the 23d December, at 
II AM, I recened a note from the late Sir 
W H Macnaghten, warning me to attend, witli 
Captains Treior and Mackenzie, an mteniew he 
was about to have with Sirdar Mahomed Akhcr 
Khan According!}, with the ahoie named of- 
hcers, at about 12, I accompanied Sir William, 
haling previously heard him tell Major-General 
Elphinstone to Imc two regiments of mfantrj 
and two guns ready for secret service In passing 
through cantonments, on mj ohseriing that there 
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were more AfFglians in cantonments tlian usual, 
or than I deemed safe, the Envoy directed one of 
his Affghan attendants to proceed and cause them 
all to leave, at the same time remarking, how- 
strange it was that, although the General was 
fully acquainted wdth the then very critical state 
of affairs, no preparations appeared to have keen 
made, adding, “ how'ever, it is all of a piece wdth 
the militaiy arrangements throughout the siege.” 
He then said, “ There is not enougli of tlie escort 
with us ; ” to wdiich T replied, that he had only 
ordered eight or ten, hut that 1 had brought 
sixteen, and that I w-ould send for the remainder, 
which I accordingly did, asking Lieut Lc Gcyt 
to bring them, and to tell Brigadier Shelton, 
who had expressed a wish to attend the next 
interview, that he might accompany them. On 
passing the gate, w-e observed some hundreds of 
armed Affghans witliin a few yards of it; on 
which I called to the officer on duty to get the 
reserve under arms, and brought outside to dis- 
perse them, and to send to the General to have 
the garrison on the alert. Towards Mahmood 
Khan’s fort, w-ere a number of armed Affghans, 
but we observed none nearer. 

The Envoy now told us that he, on the night 
previous, had received a proposal from Sirdar 
Mahomed Akber Khan, to which he had agreed. 
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and that he had eveiy reason to hope it would 
bring our present difficulties to an early and 
happy termination ; that Mahomed Ahher Khan 
was to give up Naib Atneenoollah Khan as a pri- 
soner to u", for which puipose a regiment was to 
proceed to Mahmood Khan's fort, and another 
corps was to occupj the Bala Hissar. Sir Wil- 
liam then warned me to be ready to gallop to the 
king with the intelligence of the approach of the 
leginient, and to acquaint him with Akber’s pro- 
posal. On one of us remarking that the scheme 
seemed a dangerous one, and asking if he did not 
apprehend any treachery, he replied : “ Danger- 
ous it IS, but, if it succeeds, it Is worth all risks i 
the rebels have not fulfilled e\ en one article of 
the treaty, and I have no confidence in them ; and 
if by it we can only save our lionour, all will bo 
well, at anj rate, I would ratlicr suffer an hun- 
dred deaths, than live the last six weeks over 
again.” We proceeded to near tlie usual spot, 
and met Sirdar Mahomed Akber Klian, who was 
accompanied by several Giljye chiefs, hlahonied 
Shah Khan, Dost Mahomed Khan, Klioda Bux 
Khan, Azad Khan, &c After tlie usual salu- 
tations, the Envoy' presented a laluahle horse 
which Akber had asked for, and which had been 
that morning purchased from Capt. Grant for 
3000 rupees. The Sirdar acknowledged the at- 
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teiitioD, and expressed Ins thanks for a handsome 
brace of double-barcned pistols which the Envoy 
had purchased from me, and sent to him, with 
his carriage and pair of horses, the da}' before. 

The i^axty dismounted, and horse clothes were 
spread on a small hillock which partially con- 
cealed us from cantonments, and which was 
chosen, they said, as being free from snow. Tlic 
Envoy threw himself on the bank with Mahomed 
Akber and Captains Trevor and Mackenzie be- 
side him ; I stood behind Sir William, till, pressed 
by Dost Mahomed TChan, I knelt on one knee, 
ha^dng first called the Envoy’s attention to the 
number of Affghans around us, saying that if 
the subject of the conference was of that secret 
nature I believed it to be, they had better be 
removed. He spoke to Mahomed Akber, who 
replied, No, they are all in the secret.” Hardly 
had he so said, when I found my arms locked, 
my pistols and sword wrenched from my belt, 
and myself forcibly raised from the ground and 
pushed along, Mahomed Shah Kdian, who held 
me, calling out, Come along, if you value your 
life.” I turned, and saw the Envoy lying, his 
head where his heels had been, and his hands 
locked in Mahomed Akber’s, consternation and 
horror depicted in his countenance. Seeing I 
could do nothing, I let myself be pulled on by 
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Mahomed Shall Khan. Some shots were fired 
and I was hurried to his horse, on which Ir 
jumped, telling me to get up behind, which 
did, and we proceeded, escorted by sereral arme( 
men -who kept off a crowd of Ghazees, win 
sprang up on every side shouting for me to h< 
ghen up for them to slay, cutting at me witi 
their swords and knives, arrd pohrng me in th( 
ribs with their ^ins; thc^ were afraid to fire 
lest thej should injure therr chief. The horse 
men kept them pretty well off, hut not sufH 
crently so to prevent my being much bruised 
In this manner wo hurried towards Mahomed 
Khan's fort, near which we met some hundreds ol 
horsemen who wore keeping off the Ghazees, whe 
here were in greater numbers, and more voci* 
forous for my blood We, however, reached the 
fort in safetj , and I was pushed into a small 
room, l^Iahomcd Shah Khan returning to the 
gate of the fort and bnnging rn Capt. Mackenzie, 
whose horse had there fallen. This he did, re- 
ceiving a cut through hh nccniha (Scothcr coat) 
on his arm, which was aimed at that officer, who 
was nshcTcd into the room with me much ex- 
hausted and bruised from blows on his head and 
bodj. We sat dovin with some soldiers who 
were put over us with a view to protect us from 
the mob, who now surrounded the liouse, and 
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wlio till dark continued execrating and spitting 
at us, calling on tlie men to give ns up to lie 
slauglitered. 

One produced a liand (European) ukicli ap- 
peared to have been recently cut off; another 
presented a hlunderhuss, and was about to fire it, 
when it was knocked aside by one of our guard. 
Several of the Sirdars came in during the day, 
and told us to he assured that no liann should 
befall us ; that the Envoy and Trevor were safe 
in the cit}' (a falsehood, as will be afterwards 
seen). Naih Amecnoollah Khan and his sons 
also came. The former, in great wrath, said that 
we either should he, or deserved to he, blown 
away from a gun. Mahomed Shah Khan and 
Dost Mahomed Khan begged he would not so 
talk, and took him out of the room. Towards 
night food was given to us, and posthcens to 
sleep on : our watches, rings, and silk handker- 
chiefs were taken from us ; hut in all other 
respects we were unmolested. The followers of 
Mahomed Shah Khan repeatedly congratulated 
him on the events of the day, with one exception, 
viz. an old Moollah, who loudly exclaimed that 
“ the name of the faithful was tarnished, and that 
in future no belief could be placed in them ; that 
the deed was foul, and could never be of advan- 
tage to the authors.” At midnight we 
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t'^lvcn through the cit} to the house of ^lahomed 
Akher Khan, N%ho receded us courteously, la- 
menting the occurrences of the day liere we 
found Captain Skinner, and for the first twe 
heard the dreadful and astounding intelligence of 
the murder of the En\oy and Captain Trevor, 
and that our hmentcd chiefs head had been 
paraded through the city in triumph, and liis 
trunk, after being dragged through the streets, 
stuck up in the Char Chouk, the most con- 
spicuous part of the tonn. Captain Skinner told 
us, that the report was, tint on ^lahomcd Akher 
Khan’s telling Sir Wilham to accompany him, 
he refused, resisted, and pushed the Sirdar from 
him, tint m consequence he uas immediately 
shot and his body cut to pieces by the Ghazecs , 
that Captain Treior had been comeyed behind 
Do>t hlahomed Khan as far as Mahomed Klnns 
fort, \i here he was cut down, but tint his body ms 
not mangled, though carried m triumph through 
the city. On the following morning (^Ith) 
we (Captain Skinner, Mackenzie, and self) were 
taken to Nuuab Zuman Khan’s home, escorted 
by Sultan Jan and other chiefs, to protect us 
from the Ghazecs , there u e met Captains Co- 
nolly and Airey (hostages) and all the rebel Sir- 
diis assembled in council The Emoy's death 
Was lamented, but his conduct scierely censured, 
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•and it was said tliat now' no faitli Could "be placed 
in our words. A. new treaty however was dis- 
cussed, and sent to the General and Major Pot- 
tinger, and towards evening we returned as we 
came to Mahoihed Akher’s, where I remained a 
prisoner, hut well and courteously treated, till the 
morning of the ^6th, when I was sent to Naib 
Ameenoollah Khan. On reaching his house I 
-was ushered into his private apartment. The 
Naih received me kindly, showed me the Envoy’s 
original letter in reply to Mahomed Akher’s pro- 
position, touching his heing made Shall Shoojah’s 
Wuzeer, receiving a lac of rupees on giving the 
Naih a prisoner to us, thirty lacs on the final 
settlement of the insurrection, &c. To this tlie 
Naih added that the Envoy had told Mahomed 
Akher’s cousin that a lac of rupees would he 
given for his (Ameenoollah Khan’s) liead. I 
promptly replied “’tis false,” that Sir William 
had never done so, that it was utterly foreign and 
repugnant to his natm*e, and to British usage. 
The Naih expressed himself in strong terms 
against the Envoy, contrasting his own fair and 
open conduct with that of Sir William. He told 
me that General Elphinstone and Major Pottin- 
ger had begged I might he released, as my pre- 
sence was necessary to enable them to prepare 
hills on India, which it had been arranged the 
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Sirdars were to get After some delaj, conse- 
quent on my asking for Captain Mackenzie to be 
released ivitli me, and Mahomed Akber’s stoutly 
refusing the release of either of iis, I is sent 
into cantonments on the morning of the 29th, 
escorted by the Naib’s eldest son and a strong 
party of horse and foot, being disguised as an 
AfTghan for my greater protection I must here 
recovd that nothing could exceed the Naib's kind- 
ness and attention to me while under Ins roof 
I have, 5.C 8,c 

(Signed) G St P Lawrence 

^Iklitiry Secretary to the late Envoy ond Minister 
Camp Zoudah 
Ttn fouth of TVrrcn 
lOtA May IS-l*’ 

(True copy ) 

^lnt Eyre Lcut BengJ \riiU ry 
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CHAP. IX. 

HOW WE AVENGED HIM ! — COHNCIE OE WAH. TEHMS 

ACCEPTED. HOSTAGES GIVEN. POSTPONEMENT OP 

DEPAHTUKE. 

Bur what were our troops about all this tiuie ? 
AVere no steps taken to rescue the Envoy and his 
friends from their perilous position ? AYherc was 
the body-guard which followed them from canton- 
ments? — These questions will naturally occur to 
all who read the foregoing pages, and I wish it 
were in my power to render satisfactory answers. 

The body-guard had only got a few hundred 
yards from the gate in their progress to tlic scene 
of conference, when they suddenly faced about and 
came galloping back, several shots being fired at 
them in their retreat. Lieut. Le Geyt, in passing 
through the gate, exclaimed that the Envoy had 
been carried oif, and it was believed that, finding 
his men would not advance to the rescue, he 
came back for assistance. But the intelligence 
he brought, instead of rousing our leaders to in- 
stant action, seemed to paralyze their faculties; 
and, although it was evident that our Envoy had 
been basely entrapped, if not actually murdered, 
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before OUT ^ ery gate, and tliougb e\ en now crow ds 
of Affghatis, horse and foot, were seen pissuig 'uul 
repassuig to and fio in hostile arri^, between Ma- 
homed s fort and the place of meeting, not i gun 
wis opened upon them , not u soldier was stirred 
from his post, no sortie was apparentlj e\eu 
thought of, treachery was allowed to triumph m 
open day , the murder of a British Emov was 
perpetrated in the face and within musl ct shot 
of a Biitish arinj , and i ot onij was no effort 
made to aicnge the dastard)^ deed, but tlio bodj 
was left l)ing on the plain to be mingled and in- 
sulted, and finally earned off to be paraded in 
the public maiket bj a ruffianly mob of fanatical 
ba^b^rlans 

Intense was the anxitta and wretched the 
suspense felt b} all during the icst of the da} A 
number of Affghans, who were trafficking in can- 
tonments at the time of the conference, on hearing 
the report of fire-arms in that direction, endea 
loured to escape, but were detained b} the officer 
at the gate No certain tidings regarding the 
En\oy could be obtained man} confulcntl} 
affirmrdthat he was aluc and unharmed in Ma- 
homed s fort, but Lieut Warren stoutl} main- 
tained that he had kept his c}c upon Sir M illiam 
fron the moment of Ins lea\ing the gate, and liad 
diistinctl} seen him fall to the ground, and the 
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•Affglians hacking .at his hod3^ The agony of 
his poor wife during this dread interval of sus- 
pense may he imagined. 

December %UJi. — The fate of the Envoy and 
his three companions remained a mysteiy, until 
the arrival of a note from Capt. Conolly notifying 
his . death and that of Capt. Trevor, and the 
safety of Capts. Lawrence and Mackenzie. 

The two latter officers had been that morning 
escorted to a conference of chiefs at the house of 
Nuwah Zuman Khan, where the late Envoy’s 
conduct was severely commented on ; but his 
death was nevertheless lamented. The treaty 
was again discussed ; and, after a few alterations 
and additions had been made, it was sent 
to Gen. Elphinstone, with an explanation of 
the breach of faith which had cost the Envoy 
Ins life. 

Gen. Elphinstone now requested Major Pot- 
tinger to assume the office of political agent and 
adviser, which, though still suffering greatly from 
his wound, and incapacitated from active bodily 
exertion, that gallant officer’s strict sense of public 
duty forbade him to decline, although he plainly 
perceived our affairs to be so irretrievably ruined, 
as to render the distinction anything but enviable, 
or likely to improve his hardlj^-earned fame. 

The additional clauses in the treaty now pro- 


202 cnnisTAiAs~i) v\ . [chap ix. 

posed for our renewed acceptance AACre — 1st. 
That Ave should leave behind all our guns, ex- 
cepting SIX 2nd. That Ave should immedntel) 
give up all our treasures. 3rd. That the hos- 
tages should be all exchanged for married men, 
AAith their aviacs and families — The difficulties of 
Major Pottinger*& position aviII be readily per- 
ceived, AAhen It IS borne in mind that he had 
before him the most conclusive evidence of the 
late EnAoy’s lUadiised intrigue aaiiIi Mahomed 
Akber Khan, in direct Aiolation of that very 
treaty, AAiuch was now once more tendered for 
consideration 

December 25M. — A more cheerless Chnstmas- 
day perhaps neier duvncd upon British soldiers 
in a strange land, and the few A\honi the lorcc 
of habit urged to cxchingc the customarj greet* 
ings of the season, dtd so A'lth countenances and 
in tones indicative of any thing but merriment 
At night there was an alirni, and the drum bent 
to arms, hut nothing occurred of any con- 
sequence. 

December Q,Qtlu — Letters were rccei\ed from 
Capt. Mackeson, political ogent at Pcshawur, 
announcing the marcli of strong reinforcement* 
from India An ofler was made by Mahomed 
Osman Khan to escort us all safe to Pesliiwair 
ior fue lies of rupees, and shortly after this the 
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Naib Aineei' arrived, Avitli a verbal agrcemcriL to 
certain amendments Avhicli bad been proposed in 
the treaty by Major Pottinger. He was accom- 
panied by a Cashmecr merchant and several 
Hindoo shroffs, for tiie purpose of negotiating 
bills to the. amount of fourteen lacs of rupees, 
payable to the several chiefs on the promise of 
the late Envo3\ 

Major Pottinger being altogether averse from 
the payment of this money, and indeed strongly 
opposed to any treaty binding the Tndiaii go- 
vernment to a course of policy, which it might 
find inconvenient to adopt, a council of war was 
convened by the General, consisting of himself, 
Brigadiers Shelton and Anquetil, Col. Chambers, 
Capt. Bellew, Assist. Qr.-Mast.-Gen., and Capt. 
Grant, Assist. Adjt.-Gen. In the presence of 
this council. Major Pottinger declared his con- 
viction that no confidence could be placed in any 
treaty formed with the Affghan ehiefs ; that, 
under such circumstances, to bind the hands of 
government, by promising to evacuate the country, 
and to restore the deposed Ameer, and to waste 
moreover so much public money, merely to save 
our own lives and property, would be inconsistent 
with the duty we owed our country and the go- 
vernment we served ; and that the only honour- 
able course would be either to hold out to the 
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last at Cabul, oi to force our immediate fetreat 
to Jtlhhbad 

This, however, tlie officers composing the 
council, one and ill, declared to be impiacUcablo, 
omng to the want of proiisions, the surrender of 
the suiiounding forts, and the insuperable diffi- 
culties of the road at the present season , tlit^ 
therefore deemed it preferable to paj anj sum 
of money, rather than sacrifice the whole force m 
a hopeless prolongation of hostilities It was 
nccordingl) determined, nem con , that Major 
Pottinger should at once renew the negotiations 
which had been commenced bj Sir William 
"Macnaghten, and that the sums promised to the 
chiefs b) that functionary prcMous to his murder 
should be paid 

"Major Pottinger's objections being thus oicr- 
Tulcd, the tendered treaty wis forthwith accepted, 
and a requisition was made for the release of 
Capt I awrence, whose presence was necessary to 
prepare the bills on India Pour marned host 
ages, wath their wises niul children, being re 
quircd by the chiefs, a circular was sent round, to 
iiscertun if that number would sol unt cr to rc' 
main, a salary of 2000 rupees per month btiiig 
gu irantoed to each, ns an inducement 

Such, howeicr, was the horror entertained of 
AfTohin trcacliery miicc the laic tngicil occur 
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rence, tliat some officers went so far as to say 
tliey would sooner shoot their wives at once, than 
commit them to the charge of men who liacl 
proved themselves devoid of common lionour and 
humanity. There were, in fact, hut one or two 
who consented to stay, if the General considered 
that hy so doing they w'ould benefit the public 
service. 

December 27(h. — The chiefs were informed 
that it w'as contrary to the usages of war to give 
up ladies as hostages, and that the General could 
not consent to an arrangement which w’ould brand 
him with perpetual disgrace in his own country. 

December 29th. — The Naib Ameer came in 
from the city with Capt. Lawrence and the shroffis, 
wdien the hills were prepared w'ithout farther 
delay. Capts. Drummond, Walsh, Warburton, 
and Webb, having been accepted as liostages, w'ere 
sent to join Capts. Conolly and Airey at the 
house of Nuwab Zuman Khan. A portion of the 
sick and wounded, amongst wdiom was Lieut. 
Haughton of the Goorkha regiment, were like- 
wise conveyed to the city, and placed under the 
protection of the chiefs. Three of the Shah’s 
guns, with the greater portion of our treasure, 
were made over during the day, much to the 
evident disgust of the soldiery. 

. December 30th. — The remainder of the sick 
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■went into the city, Lieut. E\ans, H. M.’s 44th 
foot, being placed in command, and Dr. Camp- 
bell, 54th N. 1., with Dr. Berwick of the Mission, 
in medical charge of the whole. Two more of 
the Shah’s guns were given up. It snowed hard 
the whole daj'. A crowd of armed Giljyes and 
Ghazees took up a threatening position close to 
the eastern gate, and even attempted to force an 
entrance into cantonments. Much annoyance 
was daily experienced from these people, who 
were in the habit of plundering tbc peaceable 
dealers, who flocked in from the cit> with grain 
and forage, the moment they issued from the can- 
tonments ; they even committed frequent assaults 
bn our Sepoys, and orders to Arc on them on such 
occasions w’crc repeatedly solicited in tain, al- 
though it was well known that the chief, them- 
selves ad'ised us to do so, and the General had 
given Brigadier Shelton positive instructions to 
that effect, whenever circumstances might render 
it advisable. The consequence was that our 
soldiers were daily constramed to endure the most 
insulting and contemptuous taunts and treatment, 
from fellows whom a single charge of bajoncts 
wow\d \\a,ve staUeved Ivko chaff, bwt who were 
emboldened by the apparent tameness of our 
troops, which thc^ doubtless attributed to tlie 
w.aut of common pluck, nithcr linn to the re- 
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straivits of disciiilinc. Capts. IMackcnzie and 
Skinner obtained their release this evening, the 
latter officer having, since the outbreak of the 
rebellion, passed through sonic curious adventures, 
in the disguise of an Affighan female. 

January 5i/u — Affairs continued in the same 
unsettled state until this date. The chiefs post- 
poned our departure from day to day on divers 
pretexts. It had been agreed that Ninvab J ubbar 
Khan should escort us to Jcllalabad with about 
2000 followers, who were to be entertained for 
that purpose. 

It is supposed that, up to the very last, the 
majority of chiefs doubted the reality of our in- 
tention to depart : and man}’, fearful of the civil 
discords for which our retreat would be the 
signal, would have gladly detained us at Cabul. 
Attempts were made continually by Akber Khan 
to wean the Hindoostanees from tlnnr allejiiancc, 
and to induce them to desert. Numerous cau- 
tions were received from various well-wishers, to 
place no confidence in the professions of the 
chiefs, who had sworn together to accomplish our 
entire destruction. Shah Shoojah himself sent 
more than one solemn warning, and, finding we 
Avere bent on taking our own course, used his 
utmost endeavours to persuade Lady Macnaghten 
to take advantage of his protection in the Bala 



208 


nETROSPECT. 


[CDAr IX 


His^ar. He also appealed (o Brigadier Anquetii, 
wlio commanded tlie ShaVs force, “ if it nere 
well to forsake him in the hour of need, and to 
deprive him of the aid of that force, which he had 
hitherto been taught to consider as Ins own^” 
All was however unavailing The General and 
his council of war hid determined tint go we 
must, and go we accordingly did 


In the foregoing clnpteia I have ofiered what 
1 honestly believe to be a faithful inrntion of 
the dismal tram of events which preceded the 
evacuation of Cabul, and the abandonment of 
Slnb Sboojali, b) the British arm). In taking a 
retrospective view of those unprecedented occui- 
renccs, it is evident that our reverses maj he 
mamly attributed to a lick of ordinan foresight 
and penetration on the pvit of the chief military 
and cml authorities, on ilieir first entering on t!ic 
occupation of this country, n country whose 
innumerable fortified strongholds and difilcult 
mountain passes, in the hands of a proud and war- 
like population, never rcallj subdued nor recon- 
ciled to our rule, tbovigli unable to oppose the 
march of a disciplined arm} through their Iniirl, 
ought to have induced a more than common do- 
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<rvee of visiluEce and circumspection, in making 
adequate provision against any sucli popular out- 
kveak as uuglit have been anticipated, and did 
actually occur. But, instead of applying his un- 
deniable talents to tlie completion of tliat con- 
quest, which gained him an illustrious title and a 
wide renown, Lord Keane contented himself with 
the superficial success, which attended his pro- 
gress through a countiy hitherto untraversed by 
an European army, since the classic days of 
Alexander the Crreat ; he hurried ofi’, witli too 
great eagerness to enjoy the applause which 
awaited him in England, and left to his succes- 
sors the far more arduous task of securing in their 
grasp the unwieldy prize, of which he had ob- 
tained the nominal possession. 

On his return to India, Lord Keane took with 
him a large portion of the Bengal force, with 
which he had arrived at Cahul ; the toJwle of the 
Bombay troops made a simultaneous liomeward 
movement ; and the army, with which lie had 
entered Affghanistan, was thus reduced to a 
miserable moiety, before any steps had been 
taken to guard against surprise by the erection 
of a stronghold on the approved principles of 
modern warfare, or the establishment of a line of 
military posts to keep open our communications 
with India, on which country the army must ne- 
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ces-sarily fora long have been entirely de 

pendent for the munitions of war The distance 
from Cabul to Ferozepore, oui nearest Indian 
station, IS about 600 miles Between Cabul and 
Peshiwur occur the stupendous and dangerous 
defiles of Khoord Cabul^ Tezeen, Purreedurrah, 
Tagduifuk, and Kyber, throughout whose whole 
extent food and forage are piocurahle onl} at 
long intervals, and even then with much diffi- 
cult} 

From Peshawur to Forozepore is the Punjab, 
or countr} of the Sciks, traversed b} five great 
livers, and octuiied bj a powerful nation, on 
whose pacific professions no reliance could be 
placed Along tins extended line of communi- 
cation Lord Keane established but one sm ill '^oh- 
tar} post, 111 the fort of All hlu’^jtd, in the heart 
of the Kh}ber pass He left belnnd him, in fact, 
in arm}, whose isolated position and reduced 
strength offered the strongest possible temptation 
to a proud and restless race, to rail} their scitttnd 
tribes 111 one grand efibrt to regain tbtir lost 
independence 

In Lord Keane’s successors ma} be seen the 
same disposition to be too easil} satisfied with the 
outward semblance of tranqudht} Anoificr 
brigade was ere long withdrawn from n force 
ahead} insufficient for an} great emcrgcnc} , nor 
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was tlieir position for holding in subjection a 
vanquished peoj)le miicli improved by tlieir esta- 
blishment in an ill-situated and ill-constructed 
cantonment, with their commissariat stores sepa- 
rated from their lines of defence. To the 
latter mentioned error may be mainly attributed 
the evacuation of Cabul and the destruction 
of the army; for there can be no doubt that, 
notwithstanding all the difficulties of our position, 
and the incompetence of our commanders, had the 
cantonments been well supplied with provisions, 
the troops could have easily held out until the 
arrival of reinforcements from India. The real 
cause of our retreat was, beyond all question, 
famine. We were not driven, hnt starved, out of 
Cabul ; and although, in my relation of our mili- 
tary transactions, I have been compelled by a 
regard to truth unwillingly to record proceedings 
which must be condemned by all, I do not the 
less feel most sensibly that every allowance ought 
in common justice to be made for men who 
from the very commencement of the conflict saw 
the combined horrors of starvation and a rigorous 
winter frowning in their face, — no succours within 
reach, — their retreat, cut off, — and all their 
sanguinary efforts either altogether fruitless, or at 
best deferring for a few short days the ruin which 
on every side threatened to overwhelm them. 
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In connection with this subject, I may be ex- 
cused for quoting, in conclusion, the powerful 
reasoning of a recent wiriter in the Bomhajj 
Tmes : — 

“ When a soldier finds that his ex cry mo\ eroent 
is directed by a master mind; that, when he is 
apparently thrust into the greatest danger, lie 
finds, in truth, his greatest security; that liis 
inarch to engage an apparently superior force is 
not a wild sacrifice, but the result of a well-calcu- 
lated plan; when he knows that, how ex cr ap- 
pearances may be, he is sure to come off xvitli 
honour, for Ins brethren in arms are already in 
progress to assist him, and xvill not fail to be 
forthcoming at the hour appointed ; when he sees 
that there is a xvatchful eye oxer Ijim, proxidlng 
for all liis xxants, assisting him to oxercome all hts 
dlfilcultles, and enabling him to reap the fruit of 
all his successes ; when he finds that exen retreat 
is hut a preparation for xittory, auO, ns if guided 
hy Proxidence, all his inoxements, though to him 
incomprehensible, are sure to proxe steps to some 
great end ; — when tlie soldier finds this, he rises 
and lies clown in security, and there is no danger 
xxhich he will not braxc. But xxhen, in excry 
thing they undertake, thc^ find the rexxrss of the 
picture I have drawn; xxhen tln'y arc marched, 
os they imagine to glory, but fitul it i» onlx to 
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.slauglitev ; -wlien even victory brings no fruit, and 
retreat they discover to be flight ; when the sup- 
port they hope for comes not, and they find their 
labours to bn without end or purpose ; when the 
provisions they look for daily are issued to them 
no more, and they see all their eflbrts paralysed ; 
when an arm.y of thousands finds itself delivered, 
bound hand and foot, into the hands of a man. 
without system, foresight, or military knowledge 
enough for a sergeant of police, the stoutest heart 
will fail, the bravest sink ; for the soldier knows 
that, do what he will, his efforts can only end in 
ruin and dishonour.” 
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CHAP X 

THE BETREAT OE THE ARMY, AND ITS ANMRILATIOV 

January Gth — At last the fital morning downed 
^\hich to witness the depirture of the 

Cibul force from the cantonments, in winch it 
had sustained a two months siege, to encounter 
the miseries of a winter march through a country 
of perhaps unparalleled diflicultj, where eaerj 
mountain defile, if ohstinatcl) defended h) a 
determined cnemj, must incMtahl} pro\e the 
gra\e of hundreds 

Drear) indeed was the scene, o\er which, with 
drooping spirits and dismal forebodings, a\c had 
to bend our unwilling steps Deep snow co^e^cd 
t\er) inch of mountain and plain witli one un 
spotted sheet of dazzling white, niul so intenscl) 
bitter was the cold, as to penetrate and def) the 
defences of the warmest clothing 

No signs of the promised escort appeared but 
it an carl) hour the prejiarations coinnienccd for 
our march A cut was made through the eastern 
lampart, to open an additional passage for the 
troops and baggage, a sullicicnt number of gun 
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waggons and platform planks were taken down 
to tke river for tire formation of a temporary 
bridge, and every available camel and yaboo (the 
whole amonnting to 2000) was laden with mili- 
tary stores, commissariat supplies, and such small 
proportion of camp-equipage as was indispensably 
necessary to shelter the troops in a climate of 
extraordinary rigour. 

The strength .of the rvhole force at this time 
was, so far as can now be ascertained, very nearly 
as follows : — 


1 troop of horse artillery - 
H. M.’s 44th foot - - ~ 

5th regt. light cavalry, 2 squad. - 
5th Shah’s irreg. do. (Anderson’s) 
Skinner’s horse, 1 ressala 
4th irreg. do. 1 do. 

Mission escort, or body-guard - 
5th native infantry - - - 

37th do. - - - - 

54th do. - - _ . 

Gth Shah’s infantry - - - 

Sappers and miners - - . 

Shah’s do. - - - - 

Half the mountain train 

Total 

0 horse artillery guns. 

3 mountain train do. 


90 ) 

600 J 
260- 
500 
70 
70 
70_ 
700'] 
600 
650 
600 
20 
240 
30 


690 Europeans. 


L 970 cavalry. 


!> 2840. 


4500 fighting njen. 


Besides tlie above, tbe camp followers amounted, 
at a very moderate computation, to about 12,000 
men, besides women and cbildren. These proved 
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from tlie verj’ first mile a serious clog upon our 
movements, and were, indeed, the main cause of 
our subsei^uent misfortunes. It is to he devoutly 
hoped that eiery future commander-in-cliief of 
the Indian army will adopt decisive measures, to 
prevent a force employed on field service from 
being ever again afflicted with such a curse. 

The order of march was as follows: — 

II M *3 -tlth foot - - « 

Sappers and miners 
Irreg horse, I sqind 

3 mountain tram guns • 

The escort, with the ladies 
The invalids and sick 
2 horse artillery guns 
Anderson’s irreg horse • 

S7th nacire infancri, with treasure 
5th native infantry, with baggage 
54th native infnncry 
Gth Shah’s infmtr> 

5th light cav dry - - _ 

4 horse artillen guns 

All being ready at 9 a. M , the advance com- 
menced moving out. At this lime not a single 
AfTghan was to be seen in any direction, and the 
peaceable aspect of afliirs gave rise to strong 
hopes that the chiefs intended to remain true to 
their engagements. 

At 10 A. M. a message was brought from 
Nuwab Jtibhar Khan, retjutsting us to defer our 


j The advance, un- 
k der Dngadicr 
Anqueiil 


Mam column, un« 
tier Brigadier 
ShtUon 


Ttnr-giJarJ, under 
Col Chambers 
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departure auotlier day, as Ids escort was uot yet 
ready to accompany us. By this time, however, 
the greater part of the force was in motion, and 
a crowd of AlTghans, who had issued from the 
village of Beymaroo, impatient for plunder, had 
forced their way into the northern cantonment, 
or mission compound (which, owing to some mis- 
take, had been evacuated too soon by the Sliah’s 
6tli infantry), and were busily engaged in the 
work of pillage and destruction. The advance 
was delayed for upwards of an hour at the river, 
having found the temporary bridge incomplete ; 
and it was noon ere the w'hole had crossed over, 
leaving a clear road for the main, column to 
follow. 

The order of march, in which the troops started, 
was, however, soon lost, and the camp followers 
%vith the public and private baggage, once out of 
cantonments, could not be prevented from mixing 
themselves up TOth the troops, to the utter con- 
fusion of the whole column. 

The main body, with its long train of laden 
camels, continued to pour out of the gate until 
the evening, by which time thousands of Affghans, 
the majority of whom were fanatical Gihazees, 
thronged the whole area of cantonments, rending 
the air with their exulting cries, and committing 
every kind of atrocity. The rear-guard, being 

L 
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unable to restrain tbem, was obliged to provid 
for its oivn safety by taking up a position outside 
on tbe plaiHi ^vbere a great quantity of the baggag 
had been brought to a stand stifl at the cana 
(within 150 yards of the gate), whose slipper 
sides afforded no safe footing for the beasts o 
burden The bndge across tbe nver, being b 
this time impracticable, occasioned additiona 
delay 

The AfFghans, who bad hitherto been to( 
busily engaged in the work of plunder and dc 
struction to take much notice of the troops, now 
began to line the ramparts, and anno) them witl 
a mischievous 6re of juzails, under which manj 
fell , and it became necessary, for the preserva 
tion of those who remained, to spike and abaudor 
two of the horse artillery guns 

Night had now closed around, but the Ghazecs 
having fired the lesidencj and almost every other 
building m the cantonment, the conflagration 
illuminated the surrounding country for seicnl 
miles, presenting a spectacle of fearful subhmit\ 
In tbe mad fervour of their religious zeal, these 
Ignorant fanatics even set fire to the gun carnages 
belonging to the various pieces of ordnance, which 
vre had left in position round the works, of whose 
use the Affghan chiefsuerc thus luckil) dcpnicd 
'rho General had been often urged to dcstro) these 
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guns, rather than suffer them to fall into the 
enemy’s hands, hut he considered that it would 
have been a breach of the treaty to do so. Be- 
fore the rear-guard commenced its march, Lieut. 
Hardyman of the 5th light cavalry, with fifty rank 
and file, were stretched lifeless on the snow. 
Much baggage was abandoned at starting, and 
•much was plundered on the road. Scores of worn- 
out Sepoys and camp followers lined the way, 
having sat down in despair to perish in the snow. 
It was 2 A. M. ere the rear-guard reached camp 
at Bygram, a distance of only five miles. Here 
all was confusion. The tents had been pitched 
without the slightest regard to regularity, those 
of different regiments being huddled together in 
one intricate mass, mixed up with baggage, camp- 
followers, camels, and horses, in a way which 
beggars description. The flimsy canvass of the 
soldiers’ tents was but a poor protection from the 
cold, which towards morning became more and 
more intense; and thousands of poor wretched 
creatures were obliged to lie down on the bare 
snow, without either shelter, fire, or food. Several 
died dming the night ; amongst whom was an 
European conductor of ordnance. 

About twenty juzailchees, who still held faith- 
fully by Capt. Mackenzie, suffered less than the 
rest, owing to their systematic mode of pro- 

L 2 
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ceeding. Their first step oa reaching the ground 
^as to clear a small space from the snow, where 
they then laid themselves down in a circle, closely 
packed together, with their feet meeting in the 
centre ; all the warm clothing they could muster 
among them being spread equally over the whole. 
By these simple means sufficient animal warmth 
was generated to preserve them from being frost- 
bitten; and Capt. Mackenzie, who himself shared 
their homely bed, declared that he had felt 
scarcely any inconvenience from the cold. It 
was different with our Sepoys and camp followers, 
who, having had no former <;xpcrionce of such 
hardships, were ignorant how they might best 
provide against tlicm, and the proportion of those 
who escaped, wthout suffering in some degree 
from frost-bites, was very small. Yet this was but 
the beginning of sorrow’s! 

January 7M. — At 8 a.m. the force moved off 
in the reverse order of yesterday — if that could 
be called order which consisted of a mingled mob 
of soldiers, camp-followers, and baggagc-cattle, 
preserving not even the faintest semblance of that 
regularity and discipline, on w'hich depended our 
only chance of. escape from the dangers whicli 
tljrcatened us. Even at this early stage of the 
retreat scarcely one half of the Sepoys were fit 
for duty; hundreds had, from sheer inability to 
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keep their ranks, joined the non- combatants, and 
thus increased the confusion. As for the Shah’s 
6th inf., it was no where to be found; only a few 
straggling files were perceptible here and there ; 
and it was generally believed that the majority of 
the regiment had absconded during the night to 
Cabul. 

At starting, large clods of hardened snow ad- 
hered so firmly to the hoofs of our horses, that a 
chisel and hammer would have been requisite to 
dislodge them. The very air we breathed froze 
in its passage out of the mouth and nostrils, form- 
ing a coating of small icicles on our moustaches 
and beards. 

The advance proceeded onward without molest- 
ation, though numerous small bodies of Affghan 
horse and foot were observed hanging about our 
flanks,' and moving in a parallel direction with 
ourselves. These were at first supposed to form 
a part of our escort, but the mistake was soon 
discovered by their attacking the rear-guard, 
commanded by Brigadier Anquetil, consisting of 
H.M.’s 44?th, Xiieut. Green’s mountain train guns, 
and a squadron of irregular horse. Much bag- 
gage fell into the enemy’s hands, who, though in 
some degree kept in check by the guns, exhibited 
a bold fi'ont, and maintained a harassing fire on 
our troops, whose movements were terribly crip- 

1, 3 
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pled by the disorderly multitude that, thronged 
the road in front. The latter being for several 
minutes brought to a stand-still by a deep water- 
cut which intersected the road, the mountain-train 
guns endeavoured to pass clear of them hy making 
a short detour, in doing which they got separated 
from the infantry, and — one happening at this 
unlucky moment to upset — the enemy seized the 
opportunity to rush forward and capture tliem, 
before H. if.*s 44th, who saw too late their 
awkward predicament, could render effectual as- 
sistance. 

Their rc-capture might still have been effected, 
could the soldiers have been prevailed upon to 
make the attempt, a gallant example being shown 
them by Lieut. Green and his few artillerymen, 
who made a sudden charge upon the foe and 
spiked the guns, but, not being supported, were 
obliged a second time to abandon them. Lieut. 
Wlute, tbe Adjutant of II.M.'s 4-fth, received a 
severe wound through the face on this occasion. 

Brigadier Anquctil now sent to the front for 
reinforcements, which, however, it was found im- 
practicable to furnish, from the crowded state of 
the road. TIjc Afighan horse shortly after this 
changed into the very midst of the column of 
baggage, and carried off large quantities of plun- 
der, creating the greatest confusion and dismay. 
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Numbers fell from wounds, and still greater num- 
bers from mere bodily weakness produced by cold, 
fasting, and fatigue. It was found necessary to 
spike and abandon two more horse-artillery guns, 
which the horses were found perfectly incapable 
of dragging any further through the deep snow. 

On the arrival of the advance at Bootkhak, the 
General, having been informed that the rear was 
in danger of being entirely cut off, ordered a halt,- 
and sent back all the troops that could be spared, 
together with the two remaining guns, to drive, 
off the enemy, who had now assembled in great, 
numbers in the rear, and were proceeding to 
crown some heights on the right commanding the 
road. This was, however, prevented by our 
troops under Brigadier Shelton, who took pos- 
session of the nearer heights, and kept the enemy, 
in check for upwards of an hour. On this occa-. 
sion, Lieut. Shaw, of the 54th N. I., was wounded 
severely in the thigh. Meanwhile Capt. Skinner 
had fallen in with a follower of Mahomed Akber 
Khan, from whom having learned that the chief- 
was encamped near at hand, he accompanied the 
man to his master’s presence. Mahomed Akber 
now informed Captain Skinner that he had been 
sent by the chiefs to escort us to Jellalabad, and 
declared that we had been attacked in consequence, 
of having marched contrary to their wishes. He 

L 4 
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insisted on our halting at Bootkhak till the 
following morning, in which case he would pro- 
\ide food, forage, and firewood for the troops , hut 
he said that he should expect six hostages to 
insure our not matching beyond Tezeen, before 
tidings should be received of Gen Sale’s c\acua- 
tion of Jellal ibad, for which an order had been 
already despatched to that officer, in compliance 
with the stipulations of the treaty. 

These terms having been agreed to, the firing 
ceased for the present, and the force came to a 
halt on some high ground near the entrance of 
the Kboord Cabul pass, having in tuo days ac» 
complished a distance of onl) ten miles from 
Cabul 

Here, again, the confusion soon becamt indc- 
senbabk Suffice it to say that an immense 
multitude of from 14,000 to 10,000 men, with 
several hundred cavalry horses and baggage cattle, 
were closely jammed together in one monstrous, 
unmanageable, jumbling mass Night again 
closed o\er us, with its attendant tram of horrors, 
— stanation, cold, exhaustion, death , and of all 
deaths I can imagine none more agonising than 
that, wliere a nipping frost tortures cterj stnsitnc 
limb, until the tenacious spirit itself sinks under 
the exquisite extreme of human sufilnng 

January 8M -—At an early hour the treacherous 



CHAP.X.] MORE HOSTAGES. 225 

Affghans again commenced to molest us with their 
fire, and several hundreds having assembled in 
hostile array to the south of the camp, the troops 
were drawn up in expectation of an attack. 
Major Thain, putting himself at the head of. the 
ddth foot, and exhorting the men to follow him, 
led them boldly on to the attack; but the enemy 
did not think proper to await the shock of 
bayonets, and effected a hasty retreat. In this 
business it is satisfactory to he able to state that 
H. M.’s 44th foot behaved with a resolution 
and gallantry worthy of British soldiers, and 
plainly proved that, under an able and judicious 
leader, they could yet redeem their injured re- 
putation. 

Capt. Skinner again went to communicate with 
Mahomed Akber Khan, who demanded that Major 
Pottinger and , Capts. Lawrence and Mackenzie 
should immediately be made over to him, which 
was accordingly done, and hostilities again ceased; 
the Sirdar promising to send forward some in- 
fluential men to clear the pass from the Giljyes, 
who occupied it, and were lying in wait for our 
approach. Once more the living mass of men 
and animals was in motion. At the entrance of 
the pass an attempt was made to separate the 
troops from the non-combatants, which was but 
partially successful, and created considerable delay. 

L 5 
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The rapid effects of two nights’ exposure to the 
frost in disorganising the force can hardly he con- 
ceived It had so nipped the hands and feet of 
e\ en tlie strongest men, as to completely prostrate 
their powers and incapacitate them for service, 
even the cavalry, who suffered less than the rest, 
were obliged to be lifted on their horses In fact 
only a few hundred serviceable fighting men re- 
mained 

The idea of threading the stupendous pass be- 
fore us, in the face of an armed tnbe of blood- 
thirsty barbarians, intli such a dense irregular 
multitude, was frightful, and the spectacle then 
presented by that waving sea of animated being*, 
the majority of whom a few fleeting hours would 
transform into a line of lifeless carcasses to guide 
the future triielleron his way, can never be for- 
gotten by those who witnessed it Wc had so 
often been deceived by Affghan professions, that 
little or no confidence was placed in the present 
truce, and we commenced our passage through 
the dreaded piss in no very sanguine temper of 
mind Tins truly formidable defile is about fire 
miles from end to end, and is shut in on cither 
hand by a line of lofty lulls, between whose pre- 
cipitous sides the sun at this season could dart 
hut a momentary ray. Down the centre dishwl 
a mountain torrent, whose impetuous courie iIjg 
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frost in vain attempted to arrest, tliougli it suc- 
ceeded in Hning the edges with thick layers of ice, 
over which the snow lay consolidated in slippery 
masses, affording no very easy footing for our 
jaded animals. This stream we had to cross and 
recross about eight-and- twenty times. As we 
proceeded onwards, the defile gradually narrowed, 
and the Giljyes were observed hastening to crown 
the heights in considerable force. A hot fire was 
opened on the advance, with whom were several 
ladies, who, seeing their only chance was to keep 
themselves in rapid motion, galloped forward at 
the bead of all, running the gauntlet of the 
enemy’s bullets, which whizzed in hundreds about 
their ears, until they were fairly out of the pass. 
Providentially the whole escaped, with the ex- 
ception of . Lady Sale, who received a slight 
wound in the arm. It ought, however, to be 
mentioned, that several of Mahomed Akber’s 
chief adherents, who had preceded the advance, 
exerted themselves strenuously to keep down the 
fire ; but nothing could restrain the Giljyes, who 
seemed fully determined that nobody should in- 
terfere to disappoint them of their prey. Onward' 
moved the crowd into the thickest of the fire, and 
fearful was the slaughter that ensued. An uni- 
versal panic speedily prevailed, and thousands, 
seeking refuge in fiight, hurried forward to the> 

n 6 
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frontj abandoning baggage, arms, ammunition, 
^^omcn, and cbiidten, regardless for the moment 
of every thing but their <nvn lives. 

The rear-guard, consisting of H. 44th and 
54th N. I., suffered severely ; and at last, finding 
that delay was only destruction, they followed the 
general example, and made the best of their way 
to the front. Another liorse-artillery gun was 
abandoned, and the whole of its artiUctjmen. 
slain, Capt. Anderson^s eldest girl, and Capt. 
Bojd‘s joungest boj, fell into the bands of the 
Affgbans. It is supposed that 3000 souls pe- 
rished in the pass, amongst whom were Capt. 
Paton, Assist.-Qr.-Mast.-Gcn., and Lieut. St, 
George, 37th N. I. ; Majors GriJJlths, 37th N, I.> 
and ScoU, H. ^I.’s 44lh ; Capts. Bolt, 5th ca\ air) , 
and Troup, Brjgado-Major, Shah's force. Dr. 
Cardeto and Lieut. Sturt, engineers, were 
wounded, the latter mortally. This fine >oung 
officer had nearly cleared the defile when he re- 
ceded his wound, and would have been left on 
tbe ground to be hacbed to pieces b) the Gharccs, 
who followed in the rear to complete the work of 
slaughter, but for the generous intrepidity of 
Lieut, Mein of H. M/s ISth light infantrj, who, 
on learning what Isad befallen him, went back to 
Ins succour, and stood by him for scicral ininulcs, 
at the imminent risk of his own life, ^ninl) tn- 
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treating aid from tlie passers by. He was at leiigtli 
joined by Sergt. Deane of the Sappers, with 
whose assistance he dragged .his friend on a quilt 
through the remainder of the pass, when he suc- 
ceeded in mounting him on a miserable pony, 
and conducted him in safety to camp, where the 
unfortunate officer lingered till the follo^ving 
morning, and was the only man of the whole 
force who received Christian burial. Lieut. Mein 
was himself at this very time suffering from a 
dangerous wound in the head received in the 
previous October, and his heroic disregard of self, 
and fidelity to his friend in the hour of danger, 
are well deserving of a record in the annals of 
British valour and virtue. 

On the force reaching Klioord-Cabul, snow be- 
gan to fall, and continued till morning. Only 
four small tents were saved, of which one belonged 
to the General : two were devoted to the ladies 
and children, and one was given up to the sick ; 
but an immense number of poor wounded wretches 
wandered about the camp destitute of shelter, and 
perished during the night. Groans of misery and 
distress assailed the ear from all quarters. We 
had ascended to a still colder climate than we 
had left behind, and were without tents, fuel, or 
food : the snow was the only bed for all, and of 
many, ere morning, it proved the loinding -sheet. 
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It IS only raarvellons that any should have sur- 
vived that fearful night • 

January 9/A — Another morning dawned, 
aiiakening thousands to increased misery, and 
many i wretched survivor cast looks of envy at 
Ins comrades, who lay stretched beside hun in the 
quiet sleep of death Daylight was the signal for 
a renewal of that confusion which attended every 
movement of the force. The General had in- 
tended us to march at 10 a m , hut a large portion 
of tho troops, with nearly all tlie camp followers, 
moved off without orders at 8 a m , and had ad- 
vanced about a mile from the camp, when they 
were recalled bj the General, in consequence of 
a communication from Mahomed Akbcr Khan, 
who promised to use e\cry endeavour to furnish 
us with supplies, but strongly recommended us 
to halt until ho could make some proper nrrango- 
meiits for escorting us down safcl) There can 
be no doubt that tho general feeling in camp 
was adiersc to a halt, there being scarcely even a 
native soldier, who did not plainly perceive tliat 
our onlj chance of escape consisted m moving on 
as fist as possible This additional delaj, tliere- 
forc, and prolongation of their sufTcnngs in the 
snov\, of which one more march would have ear- 
ned them clear, made a \crj unfavourable impres- 
sion on tbe minds of tbe native soldier), who now 
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for tlie first time began very generally to enter- 
tain the idea of deserting*, nor is it at all as- 
tonishing that these symptoms should have first 
developed themselves amongst the Shah’s native 
cavalry, who were, for the most part, exceedingly 
young soldiers, and foresaw full well the fatal 
result of all these useless and pernicious delays. 
The love of life is strong in every breast. 

Tliese men had hitherto behaved remarkably 
well, notwithstanding the numerous efforts that 
had been made to detach them from their duty ; 
and, if their fealty at last gave place to the in- 
stinct of self-preservation, be it remembered in 
then: favour, that it w’as not until the position of 
the force, of which they formed a part, had be- 
come altogether desperate beyond tlie reacli of 
cure. 

Towards noon Capt. Skinner arrived in camp 
with a proposition from Mahomed Akber Khan 
that all the widowed ladies aad married faniilies^ 
whose destitute situation in camp rendered them 
objects of universal pity and sympathy, should at 
once be made over to his protection, to presen-e 
them from further hardships and dangers : in this 
case he promised to escort them down safeJr. 
keeping them one day’s march in rear of tie 
army. The General, though not himself dispose-' 
to place much confdence in -^lalionied Ai'"''' 
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fnencll} professions, xvns strongly recommended 
Ly Capt Skinner to trust him on the present 
occasion, as he felt assured that such a mark of 
confidence would he attended with happj results 
to the nhole force Anxious at all events to save 
the ladies and children from further sufienng, the 
General gaie his consent to the arrangement, 
md told Capt Skinner to prepare all the married 
officers and ladies to depart immediately with a 
patty of Affohan horse, who were in waiting to 
receive them * His intention also was that all 
tlie wounded officers in camp should have had the 
option of availing thcmscUcs of the same oppor- 
tunity to seek Mahomed Akber's protection , but 
the others were hurried off by the Affghans 
before this bad become generally known, and 
only two were in time to join them f 

Up to this time scarcely one of the ladies had 
tasted a meal «ince Icaa mgCabul Some Indinfnnts 
a few days old at the breast, and were unable to 
stand without assistance. Others were so far 
adianccd in pregnancy, that, under ordinary cir- 

• See Appendix A ho 3 

These were ( apt Troop, DrigaJc-Mnjor Shah’s force, 
nod Lieut Mein II 51 ’« I3th Light Inf, vrho went as Lndj 
Sale 8 protector 

1 icuts ^^allcr and Tyre were likcwuc sufilnng from 
soerc an I pamful wounds rccened in action at Cabul, 
which totally disabled tlicm from bcU>c semee 
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cumstancesj a walk across a drawing-room would 
liave been an exertion; yet these helpless women, 
with their young families, had already been ob- 
liged to rough it on the backs of camels, and on 
the tops of the baggage yaboos : those who had a 
horse to ride, or were capable of sitting on one, 
were considered fortunate indeed. Most had been 
without shelter since quitting the cantonment — 
their servants had nearly all deserted or been 
killed — and, with the exception of Lady Mac- 
naghteli and Mrs. Trevor, they had lost all their 
baggage, having nothing in the world left but the 
clothes on their backs ; those, in the case of some 
of the invalids, consisted of night dresses in whicli 
they had started from Cabul in their litters. Under 
such circumstances a few more hours would pro- 
bably have seen some of them stiffening corses. 
The offer of Mahomed Akber was consequently 
their only chance of preservation. The husbands, 
better clothed and hardy, would have infinitely 
preferred taking their chance with the troops ; 
but where is the man who would prefer his own 
safety, when he thought he could by his pre- 
sence assist and console those near and dear to 
him? 

It is not therefore wonderful that, from persons 
so circumstanced, the General's proposal should 
have met with little opposition, although it was a 
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jnatter of serious doul)t whether the whole w eie 
not rushinginto the very jaws of death, by placing 
themselves at the mercy of a man who had so 
lately imbrued his hands in the blood of a British 
Envoy, whom he had lured to destruction by si- 
milar professions of peace and good-will. 

But whatever may have been the secret intent 
of Ahber’s heart, he was at this time our professed 
friend and ally, having undertaken to escort the 
whole force to Jellalabad in safety. "Whatever 
suspicions, therefore, have been entertained of his 
hjpocrisy, it was not in the character of an enemy 
that he gained possession of the married families ; 
on the contrary, he stood pledged for their safe 
escort to Jellalabad, no less than for that of the 
arm) to which they belonged ; and by their uji- 
warrantablc detention as prisoners, no Jess than 
by the treacherous massacre of the force, he broke 
the universal law of nations, and was guilty of 
an unpardonable breach of faith. Shortly after 
the departure of the married families, it was dis- 
covered that the troopers of the Shah’s irregular 
cavalry and of the mission escort vv ere deserting 
in great numbers, having been enticed away, ns 
was supposed, by Mnliomcd Akbcr, to whom a 
message of remonstrance was in consequence sent, 
lie assured the General, in reply, that not only 
would he refrain from enticing the men away, but 
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that every future deserter from our camp should 
he shot. 

Meanwhile a large body of Affghan horse had 
been observed in the vicinity of camp, in company 
with the cavalry deserters ; and, fears being enter- 
tained that it was their design to attack the camp, 
a general parade of the troops was ordered for the 
pui'pose of repelling them. The 44th foot at this 
time was found to muster 100 files, and the native 
infantry regiments, on an average, about 60 files 
each. Of the Irregular Horse not above 100 
effective troopers remained, and the 5th Light 
Cavalry, though more faithful to their salt, had 
been reduced by casualties to about 70 fighting 
men. On the arrival of Mahomed Akber’s answer 
to the General’s message, the opportunity was 
taken of the troops being paraded, to explain to 
them its purport, and to warn them that every 
man, who might be discovered deserting, would be 
shot. At this very time, a Chuprassie of the 
mission, being caught in the act, was instantly 
shot, as an example to the rest, by order of the 
General, and the crime thus received a salutary 
check. Capt. Mackay, having been chosen to 
convey to Gen. Sale a fresh order for the evacu- 
ation of Jellalabad, was sent over in the evening 
to the Sirdar with that view. The promises of 
Mahomed Akber to provide food and fuel were 
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unfulfilled, and anothej* night of starvation and 
cold consigned more victims to a nuserahlc dtatli 

January IQtk — At hreaL of daj all was again 
confusion, the troops and camp followers crow ding 
promiscuousl) to the front, so soon as the orders 
for a march w ere gi\ en, every one dreading, above 
all things, to he left m the rear. The European 
soldiers were now almost the onl_) efficient men 
left, the Hmdoostances having all suffered more 
or less from the effects of frost m their hands and 
feet, f^w were able even to hold a musket, 
much less to pull a trigger , in fact, the prolonged 
delay in the snow had paralysed the mental and 
bodily powers of the strongest men, rendering 
theln incapable of any useful cvertion Hope 
seemed to have died in cverj breast The wild- 
ness of tenor was cxlubited in every counte- 
nance. 

Tile advanced guard (consisting of If, jr.’s 4 fth 
foot, the sole remaining horse-artillery gun, and 
about fift^ troopers of the 5lh cavalry) having 
managed, with much difficulty, to push their way 
to the front, proceeded a couple of miles without 
molestation, as far as a narrow gorge between the 
precipitous spurs of two hills, through wbicli 
flowed a small stream Toward* this point num- 
bers of Affghan foot had been observed hurrying, 
With the evident intention of opposing the passage 
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of the troops, and were now found to occupy the 
height on the right in considerable force. No 
sooner did the advance approach within .shot, than 
the enemy, securely perched on their post of van- 
tage, commenced the attack, pouring a destruc- 
tive fire upon the crowded column, as it slowly 
drew nigh tp the fatal spot. Fresh numbers fell 
at every volley, and the gorge was soon choked 
with the dead and dying : the unfortunate Sepoys, 
seeing no means of. escape, and driven to utter 
desperation, cast away their arms and accoutre- 
menl.s, which only clogged their movements wth- 
out contributing to their defence, and along with 
the camp-followers fled for their lives. The Aff- 
ghans now rushed dovvn upon their helpless and 
unresisting victims sword in liand, and a general 
massacre took place. The last small remnant of 
the Native Infantry regiments were here scattered 
and destroyed ; and the public treasure, with all 
the remaining baggage, fell into the hands of the 
enemy. Meanwhile, the advance, after pushing 
through the Tungee with great loss, had reached 
Kubbur-i-Jubbar, about five miles ahead, withr 
out more opposition. Here they halted to enable 
the rear to join, but from the few stragglers who 
from time to time came up, the astounding truth 
was brought to light, that, of all who had that 
morning marched from Khoord-Cabul, they were 
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almost the sole survivors, nearly the whole of the 
main and rear columns having been cut off and 
destroyed. About 50 horse artillerymen, vrith 
one twelve-pounder howitzer, 70 files H.^r.’sd-Uh, 
and 150 cavalry troopers, now composed the whole 
Cahul force j hut, notwithstanding the slaughter 
and dispersion that had taken place, the camp- 
followers still formed n considerable body. 

The approach of a party of Ailghan horse in- 
duced the General to tlraw up his little force in 
line, preparatory to an expected attack j but on its 
being ascertained to be Mahomed Akhcr KImn 
and his followers, Captain Skinner was despatched 
to remonstrate with him on the attack on our 
troops, after a treaty had been entered into, and 
tlieir safety guaranteed. 

In reply, lie expressed his regret at what 
had occurred, but said that, notwithstanding all 
Ills endeavours, ho found it impossible to restrain 
the Giljycs, who were in such a state of excite, 
ment os to be beyond the control even of their 
o^vn chiefs. As a last resource, ho recommended 
that the few remaining troops sliould lay do^vn 
their arms, and place themselves entirely under 
his safeguard, in which case he could ensure their 
safe escort to Jcllalabad ; but that os the camp- 
followers still amounted to some thousands, and 
far outnumbered Ids o^m people, there was no 


